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Upcoming Bylaws Vote for Approval
(Tiffany Hoerter - Past-Chair, Councilor)

During my time as chair, I was dedicated to updating the section's documentation,
website and bylaws.  After many revisions, approval of the executive
committee and the ACS National Committee on Constitution and Bylaws, a
final draft of the bylaws is ready for your approval.  

During the elections this year, you will be asked to vote on the bylaws of the
Delaware Section for the first time since 1995.  In preparation for that vote,
I hope you will take the time to review the documents at:

http://www.delawareacs.org/documents.

If you would like more information or are interested in the details of bylaws
updates, the ACS National site is located at: 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/charter.html

Brief Overview of changes (see links above for full documents):
1. Updated wording throughout the bylaws to be consistent with ACS

National bylaws
2. Clarified the duties of the officers and executive committee members
3. Removed outdated elections practices, as suggested by ACS National,

including the requirement that paper ballots be cast by all members
(paper ballots are still allowed, but not required)

4. Clarified voting rules for councilors and alternate councilors
5. Added Financial bylaw per ACS National recommendations
6. Added Meetings bylaw per ACS National recommendations
7. Added Amendment bylaw per ACS National recommendations
8. Added Dissolution of the Section bylaw per ACS National recommendations
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CHAIR’S COLUMNCHAIR’S COLUMNCHAIR’S COLUMNCHAIR’S COLUMNDEL-CHEM Bulletin

Hello Everyone,
This is the election issue. For this
election we have three positions to be
filled namely Chair Elect, Secretary
and Director. Please read the bio and
policy statements of each of the
candidate in the bulletin. Your vote is
very important to the organization.
If you have any election related ques-
tions please feel free to contact a
member of the executive committee
for clarification.

Also, Tiffany Hoerter – Past Chair
worked diligently on modifying our
section bylaws last year and she was
able to get the National ACS
approval early this year. Please read
the article from Tiffany in the bulletin
about the bylaws changes and high-
lights. We would like to use the election
issue to get the votes to modify the
bylaws from all of you. Please feel
free to contact Tiffany or myself if
you have any questions.

Finally, I would like to thank those
who were willing to run for office.
Your commitment to the governance
of the Delaware section is appreciated.
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1. Provide input to the executive committee on future events
2.  Network with fellow members

Date: Thursday, May 22nd, 2014
Time: 5:30 - 7:30 pm
Location: Season's Pizza, 3901 Concord Pike Wilmington, DE 19803
Cost: FREE 

Pizza will be provided. 
Soft drinks and alcoholic beverages will be available for 
cash or charge at the bar.

Please register so that we can have enough food.

Registration:
1. Use the link provided on the section website, http://delacs.sites.org,
or in the Del-Chem Bulletin distribution announcement to register online.
2. E-mail delawareacs@gmail.com to receive a link to online registration

Delaware ACS Networking Happy Hour
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May ChemVets Seminar

Nanotechnology in the Philadelphia Region
Karen I. Winey, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA
Abstract:
Nanotechnology encompasses a vast array of research and engineering topics from controlling
nanoparticle sizes for tuning the optical properties, to arranging carbon nanotubes in a
polymer matrix for improved electrical properties or building super-sensitive chemical and
biological probes.  Nanotechnology products are now impacting our lives in areas as diverse
as health care, the environment and national security and we are still only at the tip of the
iceberg. Already a center for research and development and home to several “firsts” in
nanotechnology, Philadelphia is well-positioned for nanotechnology innovation. During this
presentation I will give an overview of the area’s resources in education, financial
support and facilities for nanoscale research, fabrication and characterization.  I will also
highlight a few nanotechnologies that have their origins at the University of Pennsylvania.

Biography:
Karen I. Winey is Professor and TowerBrook Foundation Faculty Fellow of Materials
Science and Engineering at the University of Pennsylvania with a secondary appointment
in Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering.  She currently serves as an Associate Editor
for Macromolecules, the premier journal for polymer science.  
Winey’s current interests include both polymer nanocomposites and ion-containing polymers.
In nanocomposites, she designs and fabricates polymer nanocomposites containing carbon
nanotubes and metal nanowires with the aim of understanding how to improve their
mechanical, thermal, and especially electrical conductivity and resistive switching properties.
Polymer dynamics in the presence of nanoparticles is also an area of interest.  In ion-
containing polymers, including block copolymers and polymers with ionic liquids, Winey
combines imaging and scattering methods to provide unprecedented insights into their
morphologies.  Current efforts focus on correlating nanoscale structures with ion transport
properties.  In both areas, she couples experimental studies with simulation and theory,
either within her group or with collaborators.

Winey received her B.S. from Cornell University in materials science and engineering and
her Ph.D. in polymer science and engineering from the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst.  Following a postdoctoral position at AT&T Bell Laboratories, she joined the
culty of the University of Pennsylvania in 1992.  Elected positions include chair of the
Polymer Physics Gordon Research Conference (2010) and Chair of the Division of Polymer
Physics within the American Physical Society (2013).  Her honors include Fellow of the
American Physical Society (2003), a Special Creativity Award from the National Science
Foundation (2009-2011), the George H. Heilmeier Faculty Award for Excellence in
Research (2012), and Fellow of the Materials Research Society (2013).

Date: May 20, 2014
Time: 12 p.m. – 2 p.m.

Location: DuPont, Chestnut Run Laboratories
    12:00 Lunch (Admin. Bldg.)
    1:00 Lecture (Bldg. 713 auditorium)
Event Type: Open to the Public
Fee: None

Registration: Not Required
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Chemistry and Stuff
Al Denio

Congrats to a DuPont Chemist –
“Andrew Taggi will be awarded the 2014

Gordon E. Moore Medal by the Society of
Chemical Industry and Chemical Heritage
Foundation for innovative contributions in
fungicide discovery.”  Taggi’s work led to a
new fungicide to deal with cereal and
specialty crop pathogens.  He is the first
agricultural chemist to receive this medal.

The Dangers of Golf – 
I admit to being a lousy golfer in my youth.
Maybe it was due to my El Cheapo golf
clubs.  When I became an Assistant Prof in
Wisconsin, my limited income and free time
required a choice between golf and beer.  It
was an easy decision.

Golf can be a dangerous activity due to the
high velocity of the dimpled spheres that can
strike your head.  A new danger has recently
been reported in tinder dry California – golf
course fires.

After two recent fires, Professor James C.
Earthman of U.C. – Irvine (Materials Sci-
ence) was asked to investigate.  It seems that
in both fires, the golfers were using 3-irons
with titanium – alloy heads.

Professor Earthman and colleagues set up a
test tee in which they embedded rocks.  They
compared three titanium clubs with three
stainless steel clubs.  The latter caused no
problem.  However, when the titanium clubs
struck rocks, sparks were produced by the
tiny abraded Ti particles.  This work was
published in the journal Fire and Materials.

Professor Earthman not only earned a jour-
nal publication.  He was also noted in the
N.Y. Times (March 21) and USA Today
(March 23).  Who knew that a degree in
Chem Engineering could lead to such fun re-
search?

“Better Living Through Chemistry” –
These four words rang a bell, reminding me

my industrial career during the last century.
When I saw these four words in the N.Y.
Times on March 14, they were the title of a
new film about to be released.  I assumed
this was a historic type film about gunpowder
or nylon.  I should have known better.

The film is about a drug store pharmacist
with access to drugs used to treat erectile
dysfunction.  One sentence sums up the
film:  “A meek pharmacist becomes a bed-
room athlete with the liberal help of pills.”

I have never heard of the cast members with
one exception – Jane Fonda.  She apparently
has a minor role as a narrator.  I assume she
keeps her clothes on.

Will this film make it to the screen at Theater N?
Will it attract the teen-age crowd?  I doubt
that it will be shown at the Chemical
Heritage Foundation.  Then again, it does
elate to chemistry.

NatureFest–
This annual Hagley Museum and Library
event will be held on Saturday, May 3.  The
Delaware Academy of Chemical Sciences
will again join the Delaware Section in taking
chemistry to the public.  Director Todd
Brugel normally leads this effort.

David Cole, the new Director at Hagley,
seems inclined to enhance the role of chemistry
in their programing.  This summer he will
initiate an oral/video history of former
DuPont chemists.  Rolf Dessauer will be one
of the first involved. 

Dr. Cole hopes to host the Carothers Award
Dinner at Hagley next year.  He plans to
attend this year’s event.

Summer –Since this is the May issue, I’ll not
get to bore you until September.  Perhaps I’ll
get to see you at the ACS meeting in August
in San Francisco, one of my favorite cities.
Happy summer!
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continued on page 8

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society

Tuesday, March 25, 2014.

Chair Rakesh Nambiar called the meeting to order at 5:45 P.M.  

Secretary’s Report:
Julie Brady reported that the election only membership list has been received
and forwarded to Sheree Gold.  Tiffany Hoerter has requested monthly
receipt of the activity roster to keep membership lists up to date. Delaware
Tech is holding a STEM Expo on March 27 for high school students; please
pass the word along.

Treasurer’s Report:  
Mary Jo Bock will combine February and March in the report at the next
meeting. Todd Brugel inquired about the progress of the taxes.  The WSFS
and Vanguard account linkage was discussed.

Chair’s Report:
Rakesh reported that the February event was well-received, and attendance
was good.  Roger Barth of West Chester University spoke at the ChemVets
meeting in March.

Honoraria were discussed; they can only be given to non-ACS members. The
Carothers Award arrangements are made.  Allison Moore has the trophy; the
Carothers Committee Secretary is responsible for the nameplate.  Justin Chan
was reminded to budget for the 2015 and 2016 trophies next year. Rakesh
and Allison discussed company tables and Allison recommended
requesting the names a week before the event.  She also recommended keep-
ing in touch with John Gavenonis who receives the checks for the event.
Tiffany needs the menu choices for the company attendees. Rakesh has the
program ready, will have Tiffany check it and then will have the program
printed. Complimentary attendees for the speaker were discussed.

Two candidates are running for director, one for secretary, and one for chair-
elect.  The May issue will be the election issue.  Nora Radu will be asked to
count the ballots.
The 50 and 60 year member recognition event was discussed.  Rakesh should
be getting a list soon. Martha Hollomon suggested checking the list vs. the
rosters for accuracy.  Julie will send Rakesh the sorted roster.  The list of
honorees should be published in the DCB.  Timing may be tight for May; if
so the event will be scheduled in August.

$350 was given to the Delaware Valley Science Fair. A committee member
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may be asked to attend their dinner.   Justin Chan and Rakesh attended to
the legal details for the Labovski Trust which is to support the Carothers
Award Dinner.  Mary Jo proposed using a set amount from the fund yearly
to subsidize the dinner.

$200 is being given for the Highland school demonstration on April 1.  The
Chemistry Olympiad will not happen next month because of a conflict with
school spring breaks.  Chemagination was discussed; the section has been
offered complimentary t-shirts and pins.  Martha stated that we don’t have a
local competition. Any high school that wishes can attend the regional event
at Princeton the 3rd weekend of May. Leigh Thompson at Tower Hill has had
students attend previous years. Martha will contact Andrea Martin about pre-
vious activities; Rakesh will accept the t-shirts and pins.

Mike Stemniski will conduct the chemistry test in May.  Andi is working
with Tiffany to send out the information to high school teachers via Mail
Chimp.

Past-Chair’s Report:
Tiffany had no report as Past-Chair but reported on the actions of the
Council, and she will send out the Councilors’ bullet points.  Tiffany shared
the election results for our district and stated as part of the regular review
the Council voted unanimously to continue the committees on Safety, Public
Affairs, and Minority Affairs, requiring Council approval.  Dues for 2015
will increase to $158.00. Divisional allotment formulas will be changing for
2015.  Martha shared that sections are urged to recruit members this year as
membership at the end of the year will determine the number of councilor
positions.  The UD poster session in May was targeted as an opportunity for
recruitment. The North Jersey Section annexed the Monmouth Section.  The
Council voted to approve new international sections. Efforts to improve
K-12 science education were also discussed.

Chair-Elect’s Report: 
Reports of Committees and Related Groups
Chemists Celebrate Earth Day: The event will be held at Hagley’s NatureFest
on May 3. Todd Brugel is organizing and will send out an email for volunteers.
Al Denio and Norm Henry generally attend representing the Delaware Academy
of Chemical Sciences. The two groups share a table.  Mike Stemniski also
presents his show.  The announcement will be posted on the website and in
the DelChem Bulletin. Hagley also publicizes the event.

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting continued from page 7

continued on page 9
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Investments: Todd Brugel reported that the return is 3% year-to-date.

Awards: Award amounts need to be discussed.  Rakesh will arrange a meeting
of the committee. Andi will help with awards. Julie reviewed the process for
the Blount Scholarship selection, and Allison described the process for the
Delaware Section Award.  Rakesh asked for information about timing for
the awards.  Allison reviewed the current awards and Tiffany suggested
putting a standing announcement in the DelChem Bulletin for the nominations.
Julie will check with Norm on the process and report to Rakesh.  Martha
will submit last year’s High School Teacher winner for the mid-Atlantic
regional award.

Old Business: 
Andi hopes to complete her Innovation Grants this spring.  The Section
cannot apply for another until it is finished.

Todd is working on storage.  He needs to get a list of materials that need to
be stored.  He will send a spreadsheet to be filled out to get an estimate of
space needed.  This will also be a chance to inventory the Section’s holdings.
Todd has looked at 5x5 and 10x10 sizes, in Hockessin, Glen Mills, and Centreville.
The size and whether to have climate control will determine the cost. Norm
and Al may also have materials.

New Business:
none
Tiffany moved to adjourn, Todd seconded.  The motion carried, and the meet-
ing was adjourned at 6:39 P.M.

Officers and Councilors Present: 
Rakesh Nambiar, Julie Brady, Todd Brugel, Justin Chan, Tiffany Hoerter,
Martha Hollomon, Allison Moore, Jason Rochette

Officers and Councilors Absent: 
Mary Jo Bock, John Gavenonis, Norm Henry, Jeff Moore, Nora Radu, Maggie
Schooler, Craig Westphal

Others Present:
none

Respectfully submitted,

Julie E. Brady

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting continued from page 8
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Peiwen Zheng  
Candidate for Chair-Elect 2014
the Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society

Biography:
Peiwen Zheng is a Research Investigator at E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company.  She received
her B.S. in Chemistry from Nankai University, China and Ph.D. in Polymer Science and
Engineering from University of Massachusetts,Amherst.   Her thesis research focused on preparation,
characterization and surface modification of siloxane polymers for the application in lithography
and self-healing material.  Peiwen currently works in the Material Science division under Central
Research and Development at DuPont Experimental Station. 

Policy Statement:
I am eager to be part of the ACS Delaware
Section and contribute to the effort of advancing
chemical sciences and enhancing the professional
development of members in our community. Our
section provides excellent atmosphere and
opportunity to connect chemists and promote
public awareness of chemical sciences.  As a
Chair Elect, it will be my honor to work with
the executive council team and other members
to support and expand ongoing events and 
future activities. With my experience in scientific
symposiums and outreach program, I will work
closely with the executive committee to conect
chemists from local academia and industry,
plan and organize seminars and workshops, and
introduce modern and future directions of chem-
istry to local high schools, colleges and other
organizations.

Julie Brady
Candidate for Secretary
the Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society

Biography:
I am the Instructional Coordinator for the Biology and Chemistry Department at the Stanton
Campus of Delaware Technical Community College. I have been secretary of the Delaware
Local Section since January 2012 and would welcome the opportunity to continue in this
office. I received a B.S. in Chemistry from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and an
M.S. in Analytical Chemistry from the University of Minnesota and was a lab manager in

Delaware Section ACS 2015 Elections

continued on page 11
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the School of Pharmacy at the University of Pittsburgh prior
to relocating to Delaware. Since moving to Delaware, I have
taught at both the high school and college level, and have been
a full-time instructor at Delaware Tech for the past nineteen
years.

Policy Statement:
Serving as Secretary has been a beneficial experience not only
for me but for my colleagues and students.  We are all more
aware of events and opportunities ACS has to offer.  I hope to
maintain and improve the connections in the future.

Biswajit Choudhury, Ph.D  
Candidate for Director
the Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society

Biography:
Biswajit Choudhury is Principal Investigator at E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company. He
works in the Chemical Science & Engineering Division of Dupont Central R&D. Biswajit
holds a Degree in Chemistry from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kanpur, India
and a Ph.D. in the area of Organic Photovoltaic (OPV) from University of Western Ontario,
Canada in 1995. After post doc at Queen's and McMaster Universities, in 1997, Biswajit
joined Ballard Power System for Fuel Cell Membrane Development Program, where he led
the development of Ballard’s BAM® Grafted Membranes for PEMFC and DMFC applications.
In 2002, Biswajit joined DuPont and worked primarily in the areas Fuel Cell membrane and
MEA development. His recent activities involve the development of Redox Flow Battery,
Lithium Battery Binder and understanding degradation behavior of OLED materials. He
has served as an advisor/reviewer in several US Department of Energy (DOE) and US
Army/Navy programs. He is engaged in energy related activities over 16+ years and
authored/co-authored over 28 patents/publications in alternative energy area. Biswajit is an
ACS member since 1991.

Policy Statement:
It is my honor to get this opportunity to be part of the ACS
Delaware Section and would like to contribute to my best with
its ongoing effort to promote chemical sciences in our com-
munity. As ACS Director, I will work with the executive coun-
cil team and other members to expand existing programs and
develop new activities within the community. One of my fo-
cuses would be to create public awareness on the importance
of chemical sciences in general in our society especially
among high school, college students. I will work with the ex-
ecutive committee to plan seminars, activities from industry and academic professionals
on interesting topics like alternative energy, green chemistry, biomaterials, nanotechnology etc.

Julie Brady continued from page 10
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Justin E. Foster 
Candidate for Director
the Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society

Biography:
Justin E. Foster is the Human Resources Leader for Central Research & Development, Long
Range Research.  He joined DuPont in August 2013 in Wilmington, DE.  In this role he
provides direct Human Resources support, leadership, and partnership to 600 employees
at the Experimental Station.  His span includes multidisciplinary material scientists, mo-
lecular scientists, biological scientists, and engineers.

Prior to joining DuPont, he was a member of the Human Resources Leadership Develop-
ment Program (HR LDP) at Lockheed Martin Corporation in Moorestown, NJ.  In this ro-
tational program, designed to accelerate career growth and train future senior leadership,
he was responsible for the management of employee and labor relations concerns for over
2,000 represented engineers and technologists.  He currently serves as the Mid-Atlantic
Regional Director for Beta Theta Pi Fraternity, a men’s organization aligned with the mis-
sion to Develop Men of Principle for a Principled Life, and has been selected to facilitate
a variety of college-campus based and General Fraternity leadership development experi-
ences including the John and Nellie Wooden Institute for Men of Principle.  

As a native of the Philadelphia area, Justin has an undergraduate degree in Business Man-
agement with a concentration in Human Resources from West Chester University of Penn-
sylvania, has completed Six Sigma Green Belt training at Lockheed Martin, and is pursuing
a Master’s Degree in Organizational Effectiveness from Wilmington University

Policy Statement:
It is with great enthusiasm that I welcome the opportunity to be part of the ACS Delaware
Section.  I would like to contribute to the fullest with its ongoing tremendous effort to promote
chemical sciences in Delaware.  As a Di-
rector, I will work with the executive com-
mittee to influence and create policy and
counsel officers and chairs.  Further, I will
support and promote the agenda of the ex-
ecutive committee broadly among high
school and college students
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Roger Barth

As Seen at Our March Meeting
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Roger Barth continuation of the photos from page 13
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