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Delaware Section of ACS
Networking Happy Hour
Wednesday, October 22

5:30 to 7:30 PM
Season's Pizza,
3901 Concord Pike,
Wilmington, DE

For information on section activities visit our web site at:

www.delawareacs.org
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Call for Nominations
Delaware Section Award
The purpose of this award is to recognize conspicuous scientific achievement in an area
of chemistry or chemical engineering by a Delaware Section member. The Award, established in 1956, is funded by the ACS Delaware Section, and consists of a certificate and
honorarium. It will be presented at the December 2014 Delaware Section meeting, at
which the recipient is the main speaker. Any member of the ACS Delaware Section may
be nominated for this award. Nominations, which are processed through the Awards
Committee, may be based on the member’s single or extended activities. The scientific
achievement and contribution should be of such a nature that a meaningful address before
the Section can be given. Previous recipients may be nominated based on new contributions. Nomination should take the form of a written documentation of achievements and
contributions with supporting references such as patents and publications. The deadline
for nomination is November 15, 2014.

Tillmanns-Skolnik Award
The Delaware Section Awards Committee is accepting nominations for the Tillmanns-Skolnik Award to be given in December 2014. The award is granted for outstanding contribution
to the content of Section programs, to the administrative function of the Section, or to the
improvement of the public perception of the Section. Either a single noteworthy achievement or long continuous service may be recognized. Any Delaware Section member can
submit the name of a nominee and a short description of the nominee’s qualifications for
the award. The nominee cannot be a voting member of the Executive Committee during the
calendar year prior to the presentation of the award. The deadline for nominations is November 15, 2014.

Lillian Webster Award
This award is given to recognize unusual service or extra-ordinary dedication to the
Delaware Section through long term activity or other meritorious work. It is given sporadically at the discretion of the Chair to a non ACS member who has served the Delaware
Section by giving freely of their time for the betterment of the section. The deadline for
nominations is November 15, 2014.
Submit nominations to the Awards chairman:
Norman W. Henry III
129 Ballantrae Drive
Elkton, MD 21921-2982
(410) 398-9484
E-mail: SHBP65@comcast.net
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CHAIR’S COLUMN
Hello Everyone,
As Fall begins, I am excited to
announce that we have another networking event planned for October.
I encourage all of you to attend the
event, enjoy pizza and share your
experiences and inputs to improve
the section. Below are information
on some of the upcoming events.
Upcoming Events
Delaware ACS Networking Event
Date:
October 22nd, 2014
Time:
5:30 - 7:30 pm
Location: Season’s Pizza, 3901
Concord Pike
Wilmington, DE 19803
November Section Meeting: Ullyot
Lecture (George Whitesides)
Date:
November 12th, 2014
Time:
6:00 - 8:00 pm
Location: 315 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Rakesh Nambiar
2014 Delaware Section of the ACS Chair
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Delaware ACS Networking Happy Hour
1. Provide input to the executive committee on future events
2. Network with fellow members
Date:
Time:
Location:
Cost:

Wednesday, October 22nd, 2014
5:30 - 7:30 pm
Season’s Pizza, 3901 Concord Pike Wilmington,
DE 19803
FREE
Pizza will be provided.
Soft drinks and alcoholic beverages will be available for
charge at the bar.
Please register so that we can have enough food.

Registration:
1. Use the link provided on the section website, http://delacs.sites.org, or
in the Del-Chem Bulletin distribution announcement to register online.
2. E-mail delawareacs@gmail.com to receive a link to online
registration
Members who are unable to register online should call Rakesh
Nambiar at 302-695-2760
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Brown Bag Lecture:
“Sciences of the Similar: A History of ‘Me-Too’ Medicines”
Date:
Time:
Location:
Fee:
Registration:

October 7, 2014
12-1 p.m.
CHF 315 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, PA 19106
None
Required (https://www.chemheritage.org/secure/register-for-anevent.aspx?eventid=85013)

A talk by Jeremy Greene
When in 2011 the new agent pitivastatin was launched as the eighth “statin” drug
on the American market, it was derided by many in the medical press as just another
“me-too” drug. Why did the world need another, more expensive statin, critics asked,
when so many other similar drugs were already generically available? This complaint is familiar: by the early 21st century the me-too drug had become a stock
character in critiques of the increasingly trivial innovation of the pharmaceutical
sector. Greene’s talk will narrate the origins and development of the me-too drug
from the early 1960s to the early 21st century as an inverted history of biomedical
innovation. In a biomedical marketplace that values innovation, the me-too drug
represented a form of minor fraud: a new product that claimed to be a significant
innovation but in practice was only trivially different from its competitors. In the
American context, public and professional critique of me-too drugs first became visible in a series of congressional inquiries into the pharmaceutical industry under the
Democratic Senators Estes Kefauver and Gaylord Nelson in the 1960s and 1970s.
But the me-too drug had its defenders as well, from industry, the medical profession,
and even consumer groups. Using manuscripts from institutional and personal
archives, government documents, and readings from professional, policy, popular,
and trade literatures, Greene traces the history of the me-too drug as a
litmus test for distinguishing significant from trivial innovation in the biomedical field.
Jeremy A. Greene, MD, PhD, is an associate professor of medicine and of the history
of medicine and holds the Elizabeth A. Treide and A. McGehee Harvey Chair in the
History of Medicine at the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. His most recent
book, Generic: The Unbranding of Modern Medicines, has just been released by
Johns Hopkins University Press. Greene’s first book, Prescribing by Numbers: Drugs
and the Definition of Disease, was awarded the Rachel Carson Prize by the Society
for the Social Studies of Science and the Edward Kremers Prize by the American
Institute of the History of Pharmacy. He received an MD and a PhD in the history
of science from Harvard University in 2005. Greene is board certified in internal
medicine and a member of the American College of Physicians, and he continues to
practice primary care medicine in a community health center in East Baltimore.
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Joseph Priestley Society Welcomes Steven V. Abramson: “How
Many Years Does It Take to Become an Overnight Sensation?
The Story of UDC.”
Date:
Time:
Location:
Fee:
Registration:

October 16, 2014
11:30-2 p.m.
CHF 315 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, PA 19106
$25
Required (https://www.chemheritage.org/secure/register-for-anevent.aspx?eventid=85013)

Universal Display Corporation is lighting up the OLED (organic light-emitting
device) revolution with its proprietary phosphorescent technology and materials.
This technology can be found inside every energy-efficient OLED display and lighting product, such as the Samsung Galaxy line of smartphones and the new LG
curved TVs.
In this installment of the Joseph Priestley Society (JPS) lecture series Steven V.
Abramson, president and CEO of Universal Display Corporation, will present “How
Many Years Does It Take to Become an Overnight Sensation? The Story of UDC.”

Brown Bag Lecture:

“The European Air Chemistry Network and the Construction
of a ‘Global’ Climate” A talk by Rachel Rothschild
In the late 1960s Swedish scientists at the European Air Chemistry Network
(EACN) discovered that rainfall across Scandinavia had been increasing in acidity
over the last several decades. They suspected that pollution from other European
countries was causing the increase, with potentially serious environmental consequences
for Scandinavian ecosystems. Although chemists had long known that
fossil-fuel pollutants could lower the pH of rainfall, this was the first time scientists
realized that acid rain was a regional rather than local phenomenon with the potential
for global changes to the climate. Rothschild’s talk will examine the research and
policy debates that emerged from the EACN’s work on acid rain through the lens
of international cooperation on environmental policy. Coinciding with the
emergence of the environmental movement and the desire of many European
government officials to shift attention away from nuclear issues, the discovery of
acid rain’s transnational impact soon came to serve as a rallying cry for global
cooperation on environmental problems. Rothschild will argue that this shift in
continued on page 7
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A talk by Rachel Rothschild continued from page 6

thinking about fossil-fuel pollution in a global scope sheds light on new pressures
among intergovernmental organizations to incorporate scientific advising on
pollution problems and the emergence of international cooperation on air pollution
studies.
Rachel Rothschild is a PhD candidate at Yale University in the history department
and the Program in the History of Science and Medicine. She specializes in research
projects at the intersection of science, technology, and the environment, with
particular attention to the use of scientific expertise in national and international
policymaking. Her Brown Bag Lecture is drawn from her dissertation entitled “A
Poisonous Sky: Scientific Research and International Diplomacy on Acid Rain,”
which examines the history of scientific research and international policies on acid
rain. She is a recipient of a National Science Foundation Graduate Research
Fellowship and has received support for her dissertation from the American
Meteorological Foundation, the American-Scandinavian Foundation, the Chemical
Heritage Foundation, the MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies at
Yale, and the Society for the History of Alchemy and Chemistry. Her scholarship
on the history of technology and the environment has also earned recognition from
the Society for the History of Technology (SHOT), which awarded her the Joan
Cahalin Robinson Prize in 2012.
Date:
Time:
Location:
Event Type:
Fee:
Registration:

October 21, 2014
12:00–1:00 p.m.
CHF 315 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106
Open to the Public
Free
Not Required

For more information about this event, please contact at 215.873.8289 or
bbl@chemheritage.org

Brown Bag Lecture:

“Edward Darrell Smith and the Chemical Treatment of
Urinary Stones” A talk by E. A. Driggers
Edward Darrell Smith described chemistry as a “useful hint” to physicians treating
cases of urinary stones. He spent the early part of his career in the South Carolina
backcountry treating complicated cases of the stone, often improvising his treatment
methods as he encountered cases. But Smith also read medical journals and the
continued on page 11
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The San Francisco Meeting
Al Denio
City by the Bay –
This is a favorite location for ACS meetings and always draws a crowd. The
weather was ideal and there were no
earthquakes. The number of huge cranes
indicates a building boom – where real
estate prices will knock your socks off.
Their sales tax continues to shock this
Delaware resident.
The Senior Chemistry Committee met
Monday morning. We are trying to
keep older chemists involved, using
their years of experience and varied careers in chemistry. You can’t play golf
all the time! ACS continues to use our
Chem Vets group as an example. Ed
Wasserman serves on this committee
with me.
On Tuesday afternoon I gave a talk at a
Symposium held by the by the Division
of Chemical Health and Safety. My title
was “Happy to be Alive,” describing my
early years as a chemist before OSHA
was established in 1972. The good news
is that chem lab safety is much better
now compared to my starting as a chem
major in 1952. The so-called “good old
days” in retrospect were damn scary.
I always make it a point to visit the
Expo to see new instruments, equipment, books, etc. Ace Glass is always
there with a great glass display. One is
impressed by what it must cost for shipping, staffing, plus booth rental.
Delaware Academy of Chemical Sciences –
While at the ACS meeting I joined
Solito Sumulong for a chat. He was a
cofounder with me of DACS back in
2004. At that time he was employed by
DuPont at the Stine-Haskell Labs. A
few years ago he took a new position in
crop protection in the Minneapolis area.
He is doing very well.
Solito continues on our Board as the

Midwest Representative. He continues
to provide fresh ideas and insights to our
group.
Over the summer I met with the leaders
of the Delaware Museum of Natural
History. They are aware of our many interactions with the Hagley Museum and
Library and want us to help them add
more “science” to their programs.
Hopefully, this will be another good
partnership in taking chemistry to the
public.
Our website used to be “delchemistry.org.”
We have given that up and changed to
Facebook with the help of Ed Adams.
Come visit us!
Public outreach for chemistry is our primary goal. Whether it is at National
Chemistry Week, Hagley, a school science fair or a Farmer’s Market, we need
chemists willing to “go public” and have
fun. Why not join us? Dues are
$25/year, $15 for teachers and
$10 for students. Contact me at:
alvaldenio@verizon.net .
The Merck Index –
High school chemistry teachers who
attend a Delaware Section meeting will
get a free copy! I look forward to meeting you.
Please Vote –
Early this month you will receive your
ACS ballot for the President-elect
position. There are two nominees from
the Nominating Committee plus one Petition Candidate. I hope that you will
participate in this important decision.
Also on the ballot will be two candidates
from District III for our Board of Directors. Again, this is your opportunity to
be a good citizen chemist!
Passover Season –
October is Nobel Prize month, when
most of us are passed over. You need to
continued on page 11
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The San Francisco Meeting continued from page 8

get to the wine store to purchase a good
bottle of champagne for your wine cellar. I just use our refrigerator. It is traditional for the winner to celebrate with
champagne. It can also help the losers

to ease their pain. In retrospect, God
was really smart to give us grapes. He
(she) created a large industry with many
jobs around the world!

continued from page 7 A talk by E. A. Driggers

latest chemical treatises. At the turn of the 19th century, chemistry was changing
to embrace the new quantitative chemistry of Lavoisier. But Smith and a handful
of other physicians saw the new quantitative chemistry and the means to revise
humoral theory. A revised humoral theory could signal to the physician when a
stone was imminent through the careful measurement of urine. In the late part of
his career Smith left medical practice in order to pursue chemistry and its usefulness in preventing urinary stones.
E. A. Driggers is an Edelstein Dissertation Fellow at CHF and a PhD candidate at
the University of South Carolina. His current project is entitled “Networks of
Nature: Chemistry and the Revival of Humoral Theory.”
Date:
October 28, 2014
Time:
12:00–1:00 p.m.
Location:
CHF 315 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106
Event Type: Open to the Public
Fee:
Free
Registration: Not Required
For more information about this event, please contact at 215.873.8289 or
bbl@chemheritage.org

Call for Nominations for Section Officers and Councilors
The Delaware Section of the American Chemical society is looking for candidates
for local section officers to run in the May 2015 elections. The terms would begin
January 2016. If you or someone you know is interested in running for the following
positions, please contact Rakesh Nambiar at (302) 695-2760 or by email at rakeshgatech@gmail.com. The deadline for submission of materials is March 1, 2015. The
positions that are open include:
Chair Elect............................................................1 year term
Director.................................................................3 year term
Secretary...............................................................1 year term
Alternate Councilors.............................................3 year term
Job descriptions can be found at:
http://www.delawareacs.org/documents
DEL-CHEM BULLETIN – OCTOBER 2014
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