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CHAIR’S COLUMN

Disclaimer:  The views and opinions expressed in
the columns are those of the contributors and do not
necessarily reflect those of the Delaware Local Section.

Spring is here. As I write this, a thunderstorm
just passed through Wilmington. The sun is
out again, so bright, so majestic. I will get
back to this thought shortly. On April 5th, I
had the privilege of joining another DuPont
colleague to be a judge at the Delaware
Valley Science Fair. Let’s just say that I was
blown away. The talent and effort of these
young middle and high school students are
quite refreshing and inspiring. The vigor of
the science projects was impressive. I was no
where near this good when I was their age. I
told my colleague that I am in a way hopeful
for these young students as they are more pre-
pared than I ever was, but I was also sad be-
cause we are leaving them a country with
many problems. I asked myself, “Will they
ever realize their potential in the country we
will leave them with?” My dream is to be an
educator one day. And the best thing we can
do for these kids as educators is to help them
prepare. There is a saying in my mother
tongue that goes like this: “After the heavy
rain, the sun is out again.” These kids will be
alright.

Last week, Dr. Paul Fagan received the ACS
Delaware Section Award. We had about 40
folks attended. Paul gave a great talk on the
projects he has been involved in over his ac-
complished career. Paul gave many advice to
younger folks. You can read about these ad-
vice in Al Denio’s column. Our Teacher of
the Year, Sharon Kreamer from the Tatnall
School, reminds me of how I got into chem-
istry. My high school chemistry teacher, Mrs.
Sabatka (you don’t know her), was instru-
mental in getting me interested in chemistry.
Hearing Sharon’s joy in what she does, help-
ing her students, I am thankful that there are
teachers like her who helped determine the
course of our lives

The other ACS Delaware Sections winners
are: 

College Student Awards:

• Robert Dina Jr., Wesley College
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1. Provide input to the executive committee on future events
2.  Network with fellow members

Date: Wednesday, May 31, 2017

Time: 5:30 - 7:30 pm

Location: BBC Grill and Tavern, 4019 Kennett Pike Greenville, DE 19807

Cost: FREE (registration required)

Food will be provided. 

Soft drinks and alcoholic beverages will be available for 

cash or charge at the bar.

Please register so that we can have enough food.

Registration:

1. Use the link provided on the section website,

http://www.delawareacs.org, or 

2. E-mail delawareacs@gmail.com to receive a link to online registration

Members who are unable to register online should call Giang Vo at

302-695-7318.
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Brown Bag Lecture:
The Composition of Life and Health: Elements, Particles, and Atoms in
Late Renaissance Physiology • Elisabeth Moreau

Date: May 1, 2017

Time: 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m.

Location: Chemical Heritage Foundation

315 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, PA 19106
Event Type: Open to the Public

Join the CHF for a Brown Bag Lecture with Elisabeth Moreau, CHF’s 2016–2017
Haas Dissertation Fellow.

Moreau’s project at CHF is centered on physiology as the intersection of medicine
and matter theory, and explores its relationship with natural philosophy and
alchemy between 1570 and 1660. In this presentation she will first examine the
ultimate composition of the healthy human body, studied in the physiological part
of medicine. Then she will consider the status of medicine and physiology in the
historiography of early modern science and, in particular, of the “Scientific
Revolution.” Finally, she will argue that the physiological debates on the bodily
invisible structure stimulated the emergence of a discrete definition of matter, either
atomistic or corpuscular, in the early 17th century.

About the Speaker:
Elisabeth Moreau is a PhD candidate in the Department of History at the Université
Libre de Bruxelles (Brussels, Belgium) and a junior researcher in the Center for
the History of Philosophy and Science at Radboud University (Nijmegen, Nether-
lands). Her research interests focus on the medical context of late Renaissance the-
ories of matter, especially the integration of chymical, atomistic, and corpuscular
concepts into Galenic physiology.

About the Series:
Brown Bag Lectures (BBLs) are a series of (mostly) weekly, informal talks on the
history of chemistry or related subjects, including the history and social studies of
science, technology, and medicine. Based on original research (sometimes still in
progress), these talks are given by local scholars for an audience of CHF staff and
fellows and interested members of the public.

First Friday:  Alchemical Storyline
Date: May 5, 2017

Time: 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Location: Chemical Heritage Foundation

315 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, PA 19106
Event Type: Open to the Public

Stoke the fire and gather ‘round! We’re sharing three tales of alchemical adventure
and innovation. continued on page 6
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What made a German physician believe he could grow rich by feeding silver to

his hen? Why did 16th-century alchemists fear the iron gallows? And how did

angelic prayer lead to wife swapping? Join us for an evening of our favorite

alchemy stories, and find out what clues these strange tales give us about experi-

mentation in early modern science.

Presentations will take place at 6:00 p.m. The Museum at CHF will be open for

self-guided tours from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.

About First Fridays

Spark your curiosity while exploring the exhibits after hours! First Fridays bring

together a lively lineup of guest speakers and hands-on activities covering everyday

science, historical oddities, and everything in between. Grab your friends, and kick

off an evening of discovery, surprise, and a little nerdy fun.

First Fridays at CHF are always free and open to the public; no registration required.

For more information about our First Friday programs, contact Alexis Pedrick at

215.873.8293 or apedrick@chemheritage.org.

How to Make Magical Clothing Tech
Date: May 6, 2017

Time: 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

Location: Chemical Heritage Foundation

315 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, PA 19106

Event Type: Open to the Public

What if your clothing was as interactive as your phone?

Imagine an LED umbrella that can match the color of your clothing, a gown that

illuminates when you spin, or a hat that blinks and beeps like the ship in Close 

Encounters.

Spend the afternoon with Philly tech artist Leslie Birch, turning a piece of your

clothing into responsive art. We’ll be learning about open-source hardware using a

simple microcontroller with built-in LEDs and sensors. Not only will you amaze

your friends with a fun wearable, but the microcontroller can be used for future

projects when you get home. If you are curious about wearable tech and interactive

projects, this is the place for you. No coding experience required as everything is

cut and paste; so join us for some flashy fun!

Participants should bring a piece of clothing or an accessory to use for a wearable

tech project during the workshop.

This workshop marks the closing of the exhibition Second Skin: The Science of

Stretch. The museum will be open from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for self-guided

tours.

The Composition of Life continued from page 5

continued on page 7
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This event is free, but tickets are limited and registration is required.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/how-to-make-magical-clothing-with-tech-tickets-

32954157773

About the Speaker:

Leslie Birch is a technologist with outdoor tendencies who uses open-source hard-

ware to grapple with environmental issues while relearning physical connection.

Her toolbox includes Arduino microcontrollers and sensors as well as tree cookies

and moss. Recently she created Corn EMO (Electronically Modified Organism)—

corn that shows the next day’s weather forecast through the color of its glowing

silk. Wearable tech fans know her award-winning FLORAbrella color-sensing LED

umbrella. She creates tutorials for Adafruit, a DIY electronics company, and also

blogs about wearables and citizen science. Her hangout is @The_Hacktory. Hacks

at lesliebirch.com.

Brown Bag Lecture:
From Color to Culture (and Back Again) • Michael Rossi

Date: May 8, 2017

Time: 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m.

Location: Chemical Heritage Foundation

315 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, PA 19106

Event Type: Open to the Public

Join the CHF for a Brown Bag Lecture with Michael Rossi, one of CHF’s 2016–

2017 short-term fellows. 

In the early 21st century it is a commonplace to describe color in terms of “culture.”

From descriptions of the meanings of particular colors; to the role of color in

manufactured items, consumer goods, and works of art; to a general sense of love

(or fear) of color among members of particular communities, “culture” provides a

versatile way of thinking about the ways in which human beings—individually and

in groups—experience the world.

But before culture could explain color, color was a formative concept for thinking

about culture. In the United States in particular, the concept of “culture” as a way

in which human beings collectively structure common ideas about the real emerged

in a clash over the meaning of color perception. This talk will follow the history of

color and culture in the United States, from color blindness testing during the Civil

War; to debates over color perception, civilization, and savagery during the late

19th century; to the articulation of color sensation (and, therefore, the real itself)

as a function of language—and, therefore, a relative property of groups of humans

(i.e., “culture”) — in the early decades of the 20th century.

Magical Clothing TECH continued from page 7

continued on page 8

40053 DEl-Chem.qxp_delchem  5/2/17  11:09 AM  Page 7



8 DEL-CHEM BULLETIN – MAY 2017

continued on page  9

Ultimately, contemporary concepts of pluralism, relativism, and multiculturalism

are indebted to questions about civilization, perception, and “the real” that suffused

the science of color in the late 19th century—even as these questions continue to

reverberate into the present day.

About the Speaker:

Michael Rossi is a historian of medicine and science in the United States from the

19th century to the present. His work focuses on the historical and cultural meta-

physics of the perception, how different people at different times understood

questions of beauty, truth, falsehood, pain, pleasure, goodness, and reality vis-à-

vis their bodily selves and those of others.

His first book manuscript traces the origins of color science—the physiology, psy-

chology, chemistry, and physics of color—in the late-19th-century United States to

a series of questions about what modern America ought to be: about the scope of

medical, scientific, and political authority over the sensing body; about the nature

of aesthetic, physiological, and cultural development between individual and civi-

lization; about the relationship between aesthetic harmony, physiological balance,

and social order.

Saturday Speaker:

Date: May 13, 2017

Time: 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Location: Chemical Heritage Foundation

315 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, PA 19106

Event Type: Open to the Public

Dive into fascinating stories of science with CHF’s Saturday speaker series!

Every month a speaker will offer a short talk on an intriguing scientific topic, 

followed by a Q&A or discussion over complimentary tea and coffee. Afterward,

feel free to mingle with other guests and the speaker, or spend time visiting the

Museum at CHF.

Admission is free, and no reservations are necessary.

Please check back soon for more information about this month’s speaker and topic.

WikiSalon:

Date: May 13, 2017

Time: 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.

Location: Chemical Heritage Foundation

315 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, PA 19106

Event Type: Open to the Public

From Color to Culture continued from page 7
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With science topics ranging from medical history to the environment, Wikipedia’s

content reaches more than 500 million people around the globe.

Interested in joining the ranks of this online encyclopedia’s volunteer editors? Stop

by for CHF’s monthly WikiSalon, a casual gathering of Wikipedia enthusiasts and

those interested in learning more. Participants can edit articles of their own choice

and suggest articles needing improvement to the group.

You provide your own laptop; we provide coffee, tea, and plenty of opportunity for

spontaneous discussion and collaboration.

First-timer? No problem! One of our experienced guests will coach you through

the process.

ChemVets Lecture
WET CHEMICAL PROCESSES FOR PHOTOVOLTAIC CELL MANUFACTURE

• Kevin Dobson, Institute of Energy Conversion, University of Delaware •

Date: May 16, 2017

Time: 12 p.m. –2 p.m.

Location: DuPont, Chestnut Run Laboratories

   12:00 Lunch (Admin. Bldg.)

   1:00 Lecture (Bldg. 713 auditorium)

Event Type: Open to the Public

Fee: None

Registration: Not Required

Abstract: 

Wet chemical processes have always played a part in the manufacture of lab-based

photovoltaic (PV) cells, from surface etching and texturing through to chemical

deposition of various device components and layers. In spite of vacuum-based

deposition techniques still dominating many aspects of cell processing, there is

growing interest in solution-based depositions and treatments of device components,

due to the necessary benign conditions and potential for lower manufacturing costs.

This has been exemplified in the recent explosion of interest in thin film lead halide-

based perovskite solar cells, where very high quality devices have been processed

from simple solution spin-coating techniques. This seminar will present aspects of

wet-chemical processing of PV cells, discussing approaches and research carried

WikiSalon: continued from page 8

continued on page  10
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out at the Institute of Energy Conversion and elsewhere, and consider its possible

roles in the development of high quality, low cost solar devices. 

Biography:

Dr. Dobson is an Associate Scientist at the Institute of Energy Conversion at the

University of Delaware. He received his Ph.D. in Chemistry from the University

of Otago, New Zealand, investigating adsorption to metal oxides from aqueous 

solution using infrared spectroscopic techniques. Following this he accepted a Post-

Doctoral Fellowship at the Weizmann Institute of Science, Israel, investigating

contacting and stability aspects of CdTe/CdS solar cells. Dr. Dobson joined the

nstitute of Energy Conversion in 2001 where he has studied performance and

stability of CdTe/CdS solar cells, processing of Cu(In,Ga)Se2-related materials for

PV application, and chemical treatments for solar device manufacture. 

For more information about this event, please contact Bruce Frye, 2017 ChemVets

Chair, at bfrye6@yahoo.com.

Guided Tour:
Date: May 27, 2017

Time: 2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.

Location: Chemical Heritage Foundation

315 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, PA 19106

Event Type: Open to the Public

Join the CHF for a Brown Bag Lecture with Tianna Uchacz, CHF’s Making

and Knowing Fellow. 

Take a deeper dive into CHF’s permanent collection and changing

exhibitions with a guided tour!

Hear strange and surprising stories from the history of science, and take advan-

tage of the opportunity to chat with our experienced staff.

Hour-long, drop-in tours take place at 2:00 p.m. on the last Saturday of each

month.

Admission is free, and no reservations are necessary.

WET CHEMICAL PROCESSES continued from page  9
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With an ever-increasing need for petroleum-based products, our dependence on petroleum
feedstocks is unsustainable, not least from an environmental standpoint. And while the bio-
based industry seeks to develop and commercialize alternative as well as drop-in products,
conversion to a more sustainable alternative to fossil fuel based raw materials is slow to
materialize as seemingly insurmountable challenges arise.

Organized by the DE Sustainable Chemistry Alliance (DESCA) and supported by the
American Chemical Society Green Chemistry Institute, the 2017 Bio-Based & Renew-
able Chemicals Conference, will discuss the emerging landscape of bridging technologies
that are replacing fossil fuel based raw materials and address the major challenges and op-
portunities facing the industry today. This two-day event will feature interactive panel dis-
cussions, keynote speakers and workshops with today’s industry experts and thought leaders
in this field. Presenters and panelists include:

Keynote Speaker: Congresswoman Lisa Blunt-Rochester (D-DE)
Libby Bernick, Global Head of Corporate Business, Trucost, part of S&P Dow Jones Indices
Dr. Henry Bryndza, Global Technology Director, Protection Solutions, DuPont
Dr. Seetha Coleman-Kammula, President, STRIDE
Dr. David Constable, Director, ACS Green Chemistry Institute
Karen Fletcher, CEO, Rapid Manufacturing Institute Mike Gudgeon, Technical Manager,
PBF Energy Dr. Peter Keeling, Innovation Director, CBiRC
Dr. Stanley Merritt, Sustainability Leader, The Chemours Company
Dr. Tim Mueller, North American Research Director, DuPont Science & Engineering Operations
Dr. Erica Nemser, CEO, Compact Membrane Systems
Lori Palmer, Chief Business Ventures Officer, Trellist Marketing & Technologies
Tracy Shickel, Founder & President, GreenKite Marketing
Dr. Bryan Tracy, CEO & Co-Founder, White Dog Labs

DAY 1:
Bridging Technologies and Journeys to Sustainability
• In August 2004, the DOE published a document identifying the “Top Value Added Chem-
icals from Biomass”. How far have research, technology and business come in developing
and commercializing these chemicals since then?  We take a look at the various considerations
for the development of more sustainable alternatives for the next generation of chemicals
and materials. How can disparate technologies be brought together to commercialize new
renewably sourced products?
DAY 2:
Innovation to Cash Flow and Leveraging Regional Resources to Advance Sustainable
Manufacturing

• Too often, sustainable chemistry innovations flounder in what has become known as “the
valley of death” - when long
development cycles and lack of capital stifle the innovative process. The second day will
focus on how to tackle nearer term, smaller scale technology deployment for positive cash
flow early in the game, as well as the multiple resources available to sustainable technology
entrepreneurs in the Delaware region to make this happen.

Click HERE to register. For more information contact Dora Cheatham at (302) 697-1623
or via email at dora. cheatham@ desustainablechem. org .

Rockwood Park Carriage House,
Wilmington, Delaware
A two day, sustainable chemistry 
conference that discusses the
challenges and opportunities 
facing the bio-based industry today
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May Is Upon Us
Al Denio

Dave F. Eaton – 
Congrats to this retired Dupont Lifer who
helped keep the company afloat for many
years.  He has now been named a Fellow by
the American Association for the Advancement
of Science.  Dave is active in the Chem Vets
and is also involved in Light Insights, LLC.

Delaware Section Award, 2017 – 
This honor went to Paul J. Fagan of Dupont
on March 29 at the Dupont Country Club.
He gave a very interesting overview of his
research over the past 35 years.

He gave good advice to the young chemists
in the audience.  First he said to be curious
about new things.  Learn from others, an
ongoing process.  Keep up with the literature.
Improve your interpersonal communications
and make your boss look good.

The Kevlar/Kwolek Exhibit –
May 5th from 3 to 5pm will be the opening
in the U.D. Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry.  This exhibit is prepared by
the Delaware Academy of Chemical
Sciences, replacing the Nylon Exhibit held
earlier.

Support comes from Dupont, the Hagley
Museum and Library, the University of
Delaware and Rita M Vasta.  She is retired
from Dupont and is now Assistant Principal
at Delcastle Technical High School.  She
was a close friend of Stephanie Kwolek.

Pacemaker Implants –
I do not have one (yet) but have several
friends who continue to live well with them.
A note of caution is in order however.  If you
die, be sure to have it removed before burial

to avoid the possibility of having your heart
reactivated after burial.  If you opt for cremation,
your pacemaker battery will explode in the
furnace if not removed.  There may be a
surcharge for that!

White House Science Advisor – 
That job remains vacant as I write.  President
Trump is proposing major cuts for science
in his budget.  Will he get support from 
Congress?

Plastics in Medical Care – 
Val has recently spent time in Christiana
Care hospital and at Manor Care Rehab 
facility.  I suddenly realize the major role
that various plastics have in health care,
everything from trash bags to Styrofoam
cups, syringes and of course implants.  I
have three plastic items at present and may
get #4 next year when I have cataract surgery.

Element #8 – 
We all need oxygen to survive but most of
us function with the 20% in the air.  How-
ever, some people need more than that so
now there are small portable oxygen tanks
that provide people with mobility.  In hospitals
and rehabilitation facilities, small oxygen
tanks can be attached to wheelchairs.
Chemistry has certainly played a major role
in extending life spans.

Summer – 
Our May issue is the last until September so
you get a three month interlude to save the
world, make a major chemical discovery,
travel, make new friends and savor old ones.
You may even get to the beach and taste the
Atlantic!  See you come fall if all goes well.
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Biography:

S. Piril Ertem received her B.S. in Chemistry from Bogazici

University in 2009 and her M.S. in Materials Science and

Engineering in 2011 from Koc University, in Turkey. She

then joined Prof. E. Bryan Coughlin’s group at the Univer-

sity of Massachusetts Amherst to pursue a Ph.D. degree in

Polymer Science and Engineering. In her graduate work she studied structure-morphology-

property relationships of anion conducting polymer membranes and developed membranes

with improved ion conductivity, mechanical and chemical stability. After successfully com-

peting her graduate studies she joined Axalta Coatings Systems in September 2016 where

she is currently employed as a Senior Scientist.

Policy Statement:

While I was in graduate school I benefited from the well-established career development

tools of ACS such as the national conferences, the C&EN magazine, and rich webinars. I

feel privileged to be nominated as the Chair Elect 2017 and to have the chance to give back

and contribute to the continuing effort of ACS to advance professional development of our

community. As scientists we are the advocates of innovation and change. It is also our job

to engage society with science, to inspire young generations, and to change stereotypes.

One of my goals as Chair Elect will be to support and to promote outreach activities to

connect scientists from local academia and industry with the society. I am looking forward

to work closely with the executive committee, plan and organize workshops and seminars

that will present trends in modern chemistry in academia and in industry to local high

schools, colleges and other organizations.

Candidate for Chair Elect 

S. Piril Ertem 
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Biography:

Biswajit Choudhury is Principal Investigator at E. I.

du Pont de Nemours and Company. He works in the

Performace Materials business. Biswajit holds a De-

gree in Chemistry from the Indian Institute of Tech-

nology (IIT), Kanpur, India and a Ph.D. in the area of

Organic Photovoltaic (OPV) from University of Western Ontario, Canada in 1995. After

post doc at Queen's and McMaster Universities, in 1997, Biswajit joined Ballard Power

System for Fuel Cell Membrane Development Program, where he led the development of

Ballard’s BAM® Grafted Membranes for PEMFC and DMFC applications. In 2002, Biswa-

jit joined DuPont and worked primarily in the areas Fuel Cell membrane and MEA devel-

opment. His recent activities involve the development of Redox Flow Battery, Lithium

Battery Binder and understanding degradation behavior of OLED materials. He has served

as an advisor/reviewer in several US Department of Energy (DOE) and US Army/Navy

programs. He is engaged in energy related activities over 16+ years and authored/co-au-

thored over 28 patents/publications in alternative energy area. Biswajit is an ACS member

since 1991. 

Policy Statement:

It is my honor to continue to get this opportunity to be part of the ACS Delaware Section

and would like to contribute to my best with its ongoing effort to promote chemical sciences

in our community. As ACS Director, I have been and will continue to work with the exec-

utive council team and other members to expand existing programs and develop new activ-

ities within the community. One of my focuses would be to create public awareness on the

importance of chemical sciences in general in our society especially among high school,

college students. I will work with the executive committee to plan seminars, activities from

industry and academic professionals on interesting topics like alternative energy, green

chemistry, biomaterials, nanotechnology etc.

Candidate for Director
Biswajit Choudhury
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Biography
is an Instructional Coordinator for the Biology

and Chemistry Department at the Stanton Cam-

pus of Delaware Technical and Community Col-

lege.  She received a B.S. in Chemistry from the

University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1979 and

an M.S. in Analytical Chemistry from the Uni-

versity of Minnesota in 1984.  Julie was a lab

manager in the School of Pharmacy at the Uni-

versity of Pittsburgh prior to relocating to

Delaware.  She has over 25 years teaching expe-

rience at the high school and college level, and

has been at Delaware Tech since 1994.  She en-

joys designing laboratory exercises to engage

learners as they develop the skills they will need

for the workforce.  Julie is a member of ACS and

NSTA..

Candidate for Secretary
Julie Brady 

Biography:
Hi, my name is Alicia Briegel. In 2012, I graduated

from Shippensburg University with a Bachelor’s

degree in chemistry. During my senior year, I

became a member of the ACS and I had the pleasure

of attending the national meeting in San Diego

where I presented a poster on my organic chemistry

research under Dr. Allison Predecki. I then pursued

a Master’s degree with a focus in organic/carbohydrate chemistry at Villanova University

under the advisement of Dr. Robert Giuliano. Upon graduation from the Master’s program

in 2014, I joined DuPont, where I currently work as a polymer scientist in the Performance

Materials New Business Development group. My interests outside of cheistry include learn-

ing foreign languages, traveling, making crafts, and baking. 

For the past year, I have been maintaining the finances for the Delaware ACS as the treasurer

and would like to continue on for another term. I have learned the skills required to perform

the duties in a timely and efficient manner. I have also maintained organized financial

records for the section. I look forward to continuing on in this role if I am re-elected.

Candidate for Treasurer
Alicia Briegel

40053 DEl-Chem.qxp_delchem  5/2/17  11:10 AM  Page 15



16 DEL-CHEM BULLETIN – MAY 2017

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting

Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society

Monday, February 27, 2017

• Phone Conference •

Chair Giang Vo called the meeting to order at 12:03 P.M.  

Chair’s Report:
Giang reported on the February joint meeting with the ChemVets, on Monday February 13
at 5:30, at the DuPont Country Club.  He thanked Al Denio for arranging the event. The
speaker was Thomas Connelly, Jr., Ph.D., the Executive Director and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the ACS. There were about 50 attendees and the event was well-received, with many
attendees staying past 9 P.M. The cost of the event was in the range that was budgeted.  John
Gavenonis mentioned that the Chair of the ACS Board of Directors, Dr. Pat Confalone,
would be a good speaker for a similar event in the fall. Peiwen Zhang suggested sending
pictures from the event to Al Denio and Dr. Connelly.

The March meeting will be held on March 29, also at the DuPont Country Club. It will be
the Section Award meeting, and the speaker will be Dr. Paul Fagan. Norm Henry will get
the Section Award from Living Letters.  The College Student Award recipients, High School
Teacher of the Year, and Blunt Scholarship recipient have all been invited and Julie Brady
will make the certificates for those awards. Giang will invite Barbara Larson, who nomi-
nated Dr. Fagan, to the ceremony. Peiwen requested that an event flyer be sent to Executive
Committee members for dissemination. Tiffany will post the event registration information
on the website.

The April meeting, the Carothers Award, will be held on April 19, at the DuPont Country
Club. Giang thanked Nora Radu and Biswajit Choudhury for their work. Nora is working
on having an announcement published in C&E News, and Jit is sending out sponsorship
letters. John is working on MIT contacts. Peiwen asked how the Labovsky funds will be
used. Giang plans on reducing costs for students and unemployed members as was done
last year.

Elections will be held in May for four positions; Chair-Elect 2018, Secretary, Director, and
Treasurer. Potential candidates for all positions have been identified. Giang thanked Kirby
Liao who has agreed to run the election.

Chair-Elect’s Report: 
Kirby Liao introduced himself to the Executive Committee, and expressed his pleasure at
the opportunity to be part of the Local Section. 

Past-Chair’s Report:
Giang thanked Peiwen for her guidance with the Chair’s role, and for helping with the Jan-
uary networking event. Peiwen submitted the Annual Report and thanks all those who con-
tributed, particularly Alicia Briegel, Giang Vo, and Tiffany Hoerter for the general report
and Andrea Martin for Education, Norm Henry for Awards, and Maggie Schooler for NCW.
The Executive Committee thanked Peiwen for a great year as Chair.

Secretary’s Report:
Julie has sent out the awardee letters for the March 29th meeting and has had two responses
so far. She will send reminders to those who haven’t responded in early March. 

Treasurer’s Report:
Alicia Briegel requested advice on handling a stipend for the Leadership Institute which
Kirby was unable to attend. The consensus was to send the check she’d just received back
to National ACS.

contined on page 17
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Reports of Committees and Related Groups:

Awards: 
Norm Henry reminded Giang of the paperwork needed for Fellows nominations.

Education:
Andrea Martin reported that Glen Hartmann will host the National Chemistry Olympiad at
Archmere Academy on April 18 at 8:00 A.M. Andi will send Tiffany information for the
website.

Public Policy:
John Gavenonis joined Senator Chris Coons at an event at Wesley College recognizing Dr.
Malcolm D’Souza’s work with underrepresented populations in STEM.  He was accompa-
nied by Dr. Sergio Nanita, who is on the ACS committee for International Education.  John
shared a Wesley College press release and photos from the event with the Executive Com-
mittee. Senator Coons highlighted the role of ACS in providing opportunities for STEM
students. John made a motion requesting that the Section fund Dr. Nanita’s travel expenses.
Allison seconded the motion, which was passed by the Committee.  John will send infor-
mation and photos for the next DelChem Bulletin.

Chemists Celebrate Earth Day:
Maggie Schooler is checking on an opportunity to do something for Chemists Celebrate
Earth Day at the Maker Fest at Hagley on April 29, 10 A.M to 5 P.M.  She made a motion
to support, and Tiffany seconded.  The motion carried.

Old Business: 
Martha Hollomon presented information on the logistics of hosting the 2018 MARM in
honor of the 100th anniversary of the Delaware Section’s founding. South Jersey has ex-
pressed interest in co-chairing as they were originally part of the Section. Martha has been
working with Mary Watson of UD on planning. Proposed dates are late May to early June.
Location has not been identified. Nora Radu offered to be Program Chair. Members of the
Executive Committee expressed concerns and requested a more fleshed-out report, includ-
ing a budget, at the March meeting.

New Business: 
Allison suggested that the March meeting be scheduled soon. Giang will send out a poll
for the third week of March.
Allison Moore moved to adjourn, Tiffany Hoerter seconded.  The motion carried, and the
meeting was adjourned at 1:04 P. M.

Officers and Councilors Present:
Giang Vo, Alicia Briegel, Julie Brady, John Gavenonis, Norm Henry, Martha Hollomon,
Tiffany Hoerter, Kim Huynh-Ba, Kirby Liao, Andrea Martin, Allison Moore, Nora Radu,
Maggie Schooler, Peiwen Zheng

Officers and Councilors Absent: 
Biswajit Choudhury, Rakesh Nambiar

Others Present: none

Respectfully submitted,
Julie E. Brady

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting contined from page 16
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• Matthew Hurlock, University of Delaware, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry

• Robert McAllister, University of Delaware, Department of Chemical Engineering-
Blunt Scholarship: Lena Ravenell

Congratulations to all!

I would like to thank Norm Henry, Chair of the Section Awards Committee, and the entire
committee for their dedication to select well-deserved winners. We hope that these awards
would continue to encourage our students, teachers, scientists and engineers to pursue
excellence in their work. 

Next year, the Section will have our centennial celebration. Leading up to that, the committee
is calling for stories about history of chemistry from Delaware. Andi Martin, one of our
dedicated committee members, brought this idea to me. Our Section has seen many won-
derful discoveries over the past 100 years that culminate in Nobel Prizes, rise of mighty
chemical companies in Delaware, etc. If you have any stories, please feel free to contact
me. We will begin to include these stories in our September issue leading up to next year’s
celebration.

This issue is also the 2017 election issue. The Chair Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, Director
are on the ballot. You can find the statement of each of the candidates in this bulletin. A
email about the electronic ballat will be sent to your inbox. Please follow the instructions
and cast your vote. Each of your votes is important for the entire Section as it helps 
determine the our future direction in serving the community. If you cannot cast an electronic 
ballot or have any questions, please contact Kirby Liao at (302) 695-7314. Also don’t
hesitate to contact any member of the executive committee if you have any ideas or sug-
gestion. Thank you to our candidates who are volunteering their time and effort to serve. 

This issue is the last issue before our yearly 3-month summer break! Please enjoy
your summer. 

Giang

CHAIR’S COLUMN continued from page 3

IMPORTANT ELECTION NEWS ELECTRONIC ELECTIONS UPDATE

The Delaware ACS is excited to announce that this will be our third year having

electronic elections. We will be sending both an email and postcard to eligible local

section members. Each voter will receive the same access code via both

mechanisms, so they can only vote once. Expect your ballot to arrive the first week

of May. Please vote and make your voice heard!

If you have any questions, please email delawareacs@gmail.com

Participate and 
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