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Al Denio
Thank You! The Delaware Section had
another good year and thanks to Chair
Giang Vo for his leadership in 2017. My
thanks also go to all members of our Executive Committee who serve. Luckily,
Piril Ertem was willing to sign on as
Chair-Elect and is in charge of preparing
our first Bulletin of 2018.
National Chemistry Week –
The theme for 2017 was “Chemistry
Rocks” and our event was held on
November 4 at The Independence
School. Thanks to Maggie Schooler
who has now chaired this event for the
last six years! There was a good
turnout, especially of Girl Scouts. Mike
Stemniski again did his Chem Demo
Show from 3 to 4pm. The kids love the
fire, explosions and solutions going wild.
The Delaware Academy of Chemical
Sciences had a great booth, exhibiting
radioactive and fluorescent rocks. Ed
Adams, Martha Holomon, Norm Henry
and Chris Peterson attracted quite a
crowd.
This event reminded me of my first

Research Assistant at the University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire. George Rossman
had an amazing rock collection in his
basement. He went on to earn a PhD
degree in Inorganic Chemistry under
Harry Gray at Cal Tech. He then joined
their Department of Geoplanetary
Sciences and is still there on the Faculty.
He has become a world authority on
gemstones, all because he found rocks
so interesting!
Should you be a Chem Vet?
Interested in intelligent conversation
with fellow chemists, engineers, and
technicians?
Retired technologists
gather most months to chat over lunch
and be stimulated by a guest speaker.
It’s a friendly group with stories from
the past and perceptive comments on the
present. You too can join us at our
monthly Tuesday meetings and/or our
steering committee (another conversation over lunch).
Our next meeting will be held on January
16 at DuPont Country Club, 1001 Rockland Road Wilmington, DE 19803. Our
continued on page 11
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CHAIR’S COLUMN
Happy New Year everyone!
I hope that you all spent a relaxing holiday season, and are ready to embark what
2018 has to offer. As for myself, I am
quite excited and truly humbled to serve
as the Chair of the ACS Delaware section
this year. I will continue to embrace the
dedication and the hard work carried out
by the 2017 executive committee. On that
note I would like to thank the past Chair
Dr. Giang Vo for his great service in the
past year. He played a critical role encouraging me as I took over the Chair responsibilities. Thank you Giang!
I would also like to acknowledge Maggie
Schooler and the National Chemistry
Week (NCW) team for their outstanding
effort in organizing the outreach event at
the Independence School on November
4th. This year marked the 30th anniversary
of NCW, and the theme was Chemistry
Rocks. Lately I started appreciating
pottery: Every time I play with clay, I am
fascinated by how elastic it is when
hydrated, yet it
forms a rock
once baked
locking all the
memory in its
solid structure.
I am trained
as a polymer
chemist and
never worked
with inorganic molecules before, but does
continued on page 12

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed
in the columns are those of the contributors and
do not necessarily reflect those of the Delaware
Local Section.
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January Section Event
ACS Delaware/ ChemVets Joint Event

Reflections of Nine Years on the ACS Board
Speaker: Dr. Pat N. Confalone

Date:

Tuesday, January 16th, 2018

Time:

7:00 - 9:30 pm

Location:

DuPont Country Club, Wedgewood Ball Room
1001 Rockland Road
Wilmington, DE 19803

Cost:

FREE, refreshments and snacks will be provided

Registration: Please RSVP at http://www.delawareacs.org/. If you are not able
to register online, please contact Giang Vo at giadongvo@gmail.com or
(302) 695-7318.
Abstract:
It has been an honor and privilege to serve three terms on the American Chemical
Society’s Board of Directors, the last three years as Chair. The experience began
in 2009 in the midst of the financial crisis, which threatened the solvency of the
Society. Fortunately, after many difficult actions were taken, the Board was able
to focus on the many wonderful and important programs that the ACS offers to its
members and the greater chemical enterprise. Our advances in education, globalization, entrepreneurship, career assistance, public outreach, government affairs,
strategic planning, national and regional meetings, awards programs, and other
topics will be discussed.
The challenges and opportunities of our
information units ACS Publications and Chem Abstracts will be outlined. Finally,
our initiatives to streamline and simplify governance structure and processes to
afford a more agile Society will be presented.
continued on page 5
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Reflections of Nine Years continued from page 4

Biography:

A graduate of M.I.T., Pat obtained a Ph.D. at
Harvard with Nobel laureate Prof. R.B. Woodward.
After a post-doctoral stint, also with Prof. R.B.
Woodward, directed toward the total synthesis of
Vitamin B12, he joined the Chemical Research
Department of Roche Pharmaceuticals. Moving
to DuPont Central Research, his Bioorganic Chemistry
group developed the fluorescent dye-labeled
reagents that were used in automated DNA
sequencing, eventually employed in the human
genome project. With DuPont’s Pharmaceutical
Division, Pat’s Medicinal Chemistry department
discovered Cozaar™, a major anti-hypertensive
based on angiotensin II antagonism.
After 22 years in Discovery Research, he then directed pre-clinical development
with Process R&D which carried out the chemical development of Cozaar™ and
Sustiva™, a highly successful therapeutic used to treat AIDS, currently in over 5
million patients. As Vice President, Global R&D, DuPont Crop Protection, he led
200 scientists to build a world class pipeline of novel products, including
Rynaxypyr™, the world’s safest insecticide, with world-wide sales over a billion
dollars a year. He has presented g 110 invited or plenary lectures worldwide,
published g 140 papers, obtained g 50 U.S. Patents, and has been an associate editor
of over ten peer-reviewed scientific journals. He has received numerous honors and
awards, including the Harvard Graduate Society Prize, the Alpha Chi Sigma Award,
the Robert A. Welch Lectureship, and the Philadelphia Organic Chemistry Award. He
was nominated to the Harvard Society of Fellows, is an elected Fellow of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, and was Chairman of the Board of the
American Chemical Society. Currently, Pat is an independent consultant to the
agrichemical, biotechnology, and pharmaceutical industries.
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Oral History Training Institute
January 2, 2018–January 5, 2018
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Chemical Heritage Foundation
315 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
United States
This weeklong workshop will introduce attendees to all aspects of the interview
process, including general oral history theory and methodology, interviewing techniques and performance of mock interviews, legal and ethical issues, transcription
practices, archiving, recording equipment and its use, data management, and other
relevant topics. Interested participants are encouraged to bring their research ideas.
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JosephPriestleySocietySymposium
Date:

January 11, 2018

Time:

10:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Address:

Chemical Heritage Foundation
315 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
United States

Registration: $25
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/joseph-priestley-society-symposium-tickets37068083636#tickets
CHF is pleased to welcome Yury Gogotsi, professor of materials science and engineering, Drexel University, and M. Stanley Whittingham, professor of chemistry
and materials science and engineering, SUNY Binghamton. Together they will
present “New Energy Storage Technologies for Enabling Renewables.”
For more information about this event, please contact Sarah Reisert at 215.873.8263
or sreisert@chemheritage.org.

DEL-CHEM BULLETIN – JANUARY 2018
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Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society
Monday, October 25, 2017
Phone Conference:

Chair Giang Vo called the meeting to order at 12:03 P.M.
Chair’s Report:

Giang welcomed Piril Ertem to the Executive Committee and thanked her for taking
on the position of Chair-Elect.
The October 17 joint meeting with ChemVets was cancelled due to the speaker’s
illness. The Section extends wishes for Professor Sharma’s full recovery.
Giang, Piril, and Norm Henry will meet in November for Centennial Celebration
planning. They plan to identify a specific meeting in the fall for this event. Norm
shared information with Piril about the progress so far, and will forward a copy of
his document to her.
The last Executive Committee meeting of 2017 will be an in-person meeting in November.
Giang noted that the January DelChem Bulletin is due December 1, he will work
with Piril on content.
Chair-Elect’s Report:

Piril thanked the committee for their welcome and said she will appreciate our help
and support through the upcoming year.
The January meeting will be a Meet and Greet social event at BBC. She hopes to
have Pat Confalone speak at a joint event with the ChemVets in February or March.
Tiffany Hoerter noted that both she and John Gavenonis can aid Piril in connecting
with Dr. Confalone. Piril will ccordinate with the Carothers committee for the April
event.
Piril will be presenting the bowl at the Ullyot Lecture next month. The event is
November 16, at the Chemical Heritage Foundation. Giang plans to attend, and
others are encouraged to do so. Tiffany shared information on the presentation
process with Piril.
Tiffany enquired if Piril is planning on attending the Leadership training January
19-21 in Dallas. Piril asked for more information; Maggie Schooler forwarded the
email to her and Tiffany noted that the Section covers the cost of attendance. Martha
Holloman will also be attending the meeting.
Past-Chair’s Report:

Peiwen Zheng welcomed Piril and thanked her for stepping in. She recommended Piril
check with the Chemical Heritage Foundation on reserved parking for presenters.
continued on page 9
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Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting continued from page 8

Secretary’s Report:

Julie Brady reported she sent out the Elections report and the Nominations spreadsheet for review. She asked Executive Committee members to check their
information and let her know of changes if needed.
She suggested checking spring breaks before scheduling the meeting where College
Student Awards are presented. Many of the 2016-2017 awardees were unable to
attend due to the meeting being held during their spring break.
Treasurer’s Report:

Alicia Briegel welcomed Piril and encouraged her to contact Alicia with any questions
They will set up a meeting to go over the budget and plans for 2018.
Reports of Committees and Related Groups:

Awards:
Norm reported that the call for nominations for the Section Award was repeated in
the October DelChem Bulletin and he is still hoping for nominees. Giang will call
Paul Fagan to see if he has any suggestions, and Peiwen will be sending Norm a nomination.
Andrea Martin reported that all four College awardees and the High School Teacher
of the Year have been identified.
Julie Brady relayed a request from Delaware Tech that the Executive Committee
consider increasing the amount of the Blount Scholarship. After discussion, Allison
Moore made a motion to increase the Blount Scholarship from $750 to $1000.
Martha seconded the motion, which carried. Piril will include the increase in next
year’s budget.
Carothers:
Giang reported for Nora Radu and Biswajit Choudhury. The committee has selected
an awardee for the 2018 award. The awardee will need to be contacted to determine
a date for next April’s event.
Allison Moore enquired about the current Carothers nomination process, particularly whether the information on the Section website has been updated. She is still
receiving communications enquiring about the nomination process, which perhaps
should be going to Nora or Jit. Tiffany suggested Norm check in with them, and
the committee discuss this further next month. Piril reported that information on
the Carothers Award is available at ACS.org but the link to the Section web page
does not work. Tiffany has reported this problem in the past, and will try again to
get it fixed.
Centennial:
Norm reported that John Burmeister has contributed history of UD involvement in
the Section. He would like to get similar information from Delaware State,
continued on page 10
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Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting continued from page 9

Delaware Tech, and Widener. Norm presented some ideas for commemorating the
occasion for section members and he is hoping to get a picture of the full Executive
Committee during the centennial year. Martha suggested a Periodic Table cake or
cupcakes with element symbols would be a nice touch at the event. Norm, Piril and
Giang will determine what information will be put into the January DelChem Bulletin when they meet in November. Tiffany will post information for the Centennial
on the web page, and will note the occasion in the banner.
National Chemistry Week:
Maggie Schooler reported that the 30th anniversary of National Chemistry Week
was recognized in the Senate. The resolution was sponsored by Senator Chris Coons
of Delaware and Senator Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania. Lois Weyer has been working hard on confirming presenters and has 12 activity tables, along with Mike Stemniski’s magic show. There will be about 50 volunteers. Lois has also shared
information on NCW widely to the Girl Scouts. Maggie expects 300 or more attendees at the event.
The Independence School has requested that we be out by 4:30, which should not
be a problem. Maggie is contemplating having Mike Stemniski begin 15 minutes
earlier to accommodate the request. Setup is from 9:45 to 11:30, pizza will be supplied around 11, and attendees are expected to start arriving around noon. Martha
Holloman has the new sign ready for the event, and will see that the helium tank is
purchased.
Old Business:

None
New Business:

None
Martha moved to adjourn, Peiwen seconded. The motion carried, and the meeting
was adjourned at 12:51 P. M.
Officers and Councilors Present:

Giang Vo, Alicia Briegel, Julie Brady, Piril Ertem, Norm Henry, Tiffany Hoerter,
Martha Hollomon, Andrea Martin, Allison Moore, Maggie Schooler, Peiwen Zheng
Officers and Councilors Absent:
Biswajit Choudhury, John Gavenonis, Kim Huynh-Ba, Rakesh Nambiar, Nora Radu
Others Present: none
Respectfully submitted,
Julie E. Brady

10

DEL- CHEM BULLETIN – JANUARY 2018

41592 DelChem.qxp_delchem 12/18/17 7:37 AM Page 11

Happy New Year Al Denio continued from page 2

speaker will be Pat Confalone, Past
Chair of the ACS Board of Directors.
For more information contact:
Bruce Frye
302-537-5072
Bruce.frye@alum.mit.edu
Or
Al Denio
302-455-0389
alvaldenio@verizon.net
Or
Dave Eaton
dfeaton@aol.com
Dr. Paul Fagan of Dow DuPont was the
2017 ACS Delaware Section Award
Winner last March. He was recently
featured in the November 22 edition of
The News Journal for his work on
renewable bio-based polymers. The
goal is plastics from corn and cane sugar
in place of our present petroleum based
polymers.
Fagan was honored by DuPont in 2017
with the Charles J. Pedersen Award for
“outstanding technical contributions that
have delivered significant value to customers.” He also knows about Absolute
Zero after a Post-doc under Chuck
Casey at Wisconsin.

Solito Sumulong and yours truly with
the goal of starting a Chemistry Museum
and Outreach Center in Wilmington.
Our timing was not good – recall the
sinking economy of 2008.
We continue our efforts to promote
chemistry in Delaware. However, we
have a “space” problem. Over the years
we have been given space by DuPont
and the University of Delaware. However, we are now “homeless” and our
historic collections are housed by Mike
Stemniski, Norm Henry and the author.
We need an “angel” to either provide
space or money to rent space. A 100 ft2
office would be a start. We would do so
much more with ten times that amount.
If you can help, please contact me at alvaldenio@verizon.net.
Looking Ahead –
A new year brings new opportunities to
make great discoveries, meet amazing
people, run for office, write a best seller,
run a marathon or hike the Appalachian
Trail. Is this the year you win a Nobel
Prize or the Power Ball lottery? I wish
you great success in 2018 and hope to
see you at a Delaware Section event.

Delaware Academy of Chemical Sciences
was founded over ten years ago by

DEL-CHEM BULLETIN – JANUARY 2018
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CHAIR’S COLUMN continued from page 3

this make me a bit of an inorganic
chemist now? (Isn’t polydimethylsiloxane
an inorganic macromolecule, after all?)
2018 will be a great year. My goal this
year will be to engage a collaborative
environment. I am looking forward to organizing joint events with ChemVets,
inviting outstanding speakers to improve
participation and outreach. We will kick
off this year with a joint event hosted by
ACS Delaware Section and the
ChemVets. Dr. Pat Confalone, former
vice president of DuPont, will be our
guest and will speak on January 16th.

12

Please mark your calendars and join us
for this special event.
Last but not the least, your voice is
important to us. We will do better with
your input, suggestions, and ideas.
Please feel welcome to reach out to any
of the executive members by phone or
e-mail throughout the year. You can find
our contact information in the bulletin or
online on our website. Thank you all for
your support and readership, and thank
you for providing me the opportunity
serving you as the 2018 Chair of the
ACS Delaware Section.
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Call for Nominations for Section Officers and Councilors
The Delaware Section of the American Chemical society is looking for candidates
for local section officers to run in the May 2018 elections. The terms would begin
January 2019. If you or someone you know is interested in running for the following positions, please contact Giang Vo at 302-695-7318 or by email at
giadongvo@gmail.com. The deadline for submission of materials is March 1, 2018.
The positions that are open include:
Chair…………………………………………….1 year term
Chair Elect............................................................1 year term
Secretary...............................................................2 year term
Director.................................................................3 year term
Councilors.............................................................3 year term
Alternate Councilors…………………………….3 year term
Job descriptions can be found at:
http://www.delawareacs.org/documents

DEL-CHEM BULLETIN – JANUARY 2018
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OF

EVENTS

Joseph Priestley Society Symposium, Chemical Heritage Foundation,
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Joint Meeting of Delaware Section and Chem Vets, Dr. Pat N. Confalone, "Reflections of Nine Years on the ACS Board", 7:00 - 9:30 pm,
DuPont Country Club

11

16

January
2-5 Oral History Training Institute, Chemical Heritage Foundation, 9:00
am - 5:00 pm
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