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continued on page 19

“Building an Innovative Culture: Discovery of 
Modern Crop Protection Chemicals”

Speaker:            Dr. George P. Lahm

Date:                  Tuesday, May 15, 2018

Location:           DuPont Country Club
                           1001 Rockland Rd, Wilmington , DE 19803

Time:                 5:00 – 6:30 PM

Event type:        Free refreshments and snacks will be provided.

Registration:     Please RSVP at http://www.delawareacs.org/. If you are not able
                           to register online, please contact Robert Mishur at 
                           rjmishur@widener.edu or at (708)-927-9780.
Abstract:
The discovery, development and commercialization of modern crop protection
chemicals involves a complex matrix of study spanning diverse fields of science
and engineering.  The industry is driven through innovation owing to a continuing
need to discover and develop new products that preferentially act through new 
biochemical mechanisms. The standards are necessarily high to meet societal and
regulatory demands of efficacy and safety to people and the environment.  This 
requires an integrated process that begins with identification of molecular starting
points and proceeds through the optimization of all properties associated with
efficacy and safety. This presentation will describe this process and the associated
challenges required to successfully bring the product from idea conception through
to commercialization. Recent commercial successes including Rynaxypyr® and
Cyazypyr® will be used to demonstrate some of the problems encountered, lessons
learned, and solutions achieved. 

Biography:
George P. Lahm, FMC Distinguished Scientist, obtained his B.S. in chemistry from
the State University of New York, Oswego in 1976 and his Ph.D. in organic chemistry
from Indiana University under Professor Richard M.
Jacobson. In 1980, he joined DuPont as part of the
Crop Protection Discovery group and in 2017 he
moved to FMC Agrictural Solutions. His thirty-seven-
year career has focused principally on the discovery
and development of new products for insect control. 

Dr. Lahm’s research in new products for insect control
set the stage for the discovery of the novel sodium
channel blocker, indoxacarb, the new ryanodine 
receptor  activators chlorantranilprole and cyantraniliprole
and the new nematicide fluazaindolizine. These products
represent landmarks for the protection of food 
crops, demonstrate outstanding field efficacy, 
environmental compatibility, and low toxicity to 
non-target organisms. 

MAY JOINT ACS DELAWARE / CHEMVETS LECTURE
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DEL-CHEM Bulletin CHAIR’S COLUMN

Disclaimer:  The views and opinions expressed
in the columns are those of the contributors and
do not necessarily reflect those of the Delaware
Local Section.

Spring is finally here, and nature is showing
off its spectacular beauty to remind us
that ‘after the rain, comes the sun’. How-
ever, like Al stated, this past March was
crazy. Due to severe weather conditions
we had to cancel our section event on
March 21st. But stay tuned! It will be
rescheduled to a later month of the year.
Luckily, the following weeks the weather
calmed down, and we could host the
Carothers Award banquet dinner in Prof.
Liotta's honor. We had a great turnout,
over 50 participants. Prof. Liotta delivered
a phenomenal talk and I felt very privileged
to be part of this special evening. Thank
you all for your participation and a
memorable evening.

We have two events scheduled this
month, before we give a short break for
the summer. On Thursday May 10th we
will host a joint Networking Happy Hour
with the University of Delaware Women
in Chemistry (WIC) program. WIC aims
to promote and retain women in chemistry
and other related disciplines by providing
professional development and outreach
opportunities, as well as an open forum
to discuss gender-related issues and current
topics in chemistry. This event will be a
great opportunity for our section and our
members to connect with younger
chemists in the area, and to engage their
interest with the section. Please join me
to meet and network with this talented
crew. 

Our second event of the month will be on
Tuesday, May 15th. At this joint event
with the ChemVets, Dr. George Lahm
will give a lecture on crop protection
chemicals. At a century of a fast population
growth having access to affordable and
healthy food is becoming increasingly
important. Without crop protection, overall
harvest yields would be significantly

                              continued on  page 19
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Date: Thursday, May 10th, 2018

Time: 5:30 – 7:30 pm

Location: SantaFe Mexican Grill

190 E Main St 

Newark DE 19711

Cost: Free (registration required)

Food will be provided. Soft drinks and alcoholic beverages 

will be available for cash at the bar.

How to register?

Registration link can be found on the link on our website at

www.delawareacs.org, or e-mail delawareacs@gmail.com to receive a
link to online registration.

Members who are unable to register online should contact Robert Mishur

at 708-927-9780 or rjmishur@widener.edu.

What to expect?

1. Meet with the executive committee of ACS Delaware Local Section and

Women in Chemistry of University of Delaware

2. Get informed about the two groups, provide input, and get involved.

3. Network with fellow students/professionals.

For information on section activities visit our website at

www.delawareacs.org .

Delaware ACS/
University of Delaware

Women in Chemistry 

Networking 
Happy Hour

Join Us!
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Brown Bag Lecture:
Aero-Chemical Statecraft in Colombia (1978–2015]
Date:                 May 7, 2018

Time:                12:00 p.m.–1:00 p.m. 

Location:         Science History Institute

                        315 Chestnut Street

                        Philadelphia, PA 19106

Between 1978 and 2015 Colombia was the only state in the world to sponsor a 

systematic program of aerial herbicide spraying with the aim of eradicating illicit

plants within the context of the global “war on drugs.” The image of low-flying

crop dusters spraying glyphosate on coca fields became iconic of the way in which

the “war on drugs” was waged in its Colombian “front.” In this talk I will examine

the history of this program, which was carried out with the political and economic

support of the United States. I will draw from ethnographic, historical, and archival

materials collected during more than three years of fieldwork to conceptualize this

program as a novel regulatory and technical form of aero-chemical statecraft. The

term aero-chemical statecraft refers to both the systematic deployment of herbicides

with the aim of destroying illicit plants and the configuration of a margin of uncertainty

for the disputed attribution and potential distribution of harms among the exposed

landscapes, legal crops, and human communities that surround the targeted plants.

In the talk I will highlight some of the ways in which, within this margin of 

uncertainty, targeted poor rural communities perceive, experience, debate, and contest

the presence of unwanted herbicides in their lives.

About the Speaker:

Juan Felipe Moreno is the Cain Postdoctoral Fellow at the Science History Institute.

His current project, entitled “Living in Times of Fumigation: The Aero-Chemical

State in Southwestern Colombia,” is an ethnographic and historical study of the

use of synthetic chemicals for the eradication of illicit crops in Colombia’s war

against drugs. Juan Felipe recently obtained his PhD in sociocultural anthropology

from Johns Hopkins University. His research has been supported by the Social 

Science Research Council International Dissertation Research and Drugs, Security,

and Democracy fellowship programs. 

Announcements
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Heritage Day 
Date:                 May 9, 2018

Time:                12:30 p.m.–9:00 p.m. 

Time:                 Science History Institute

                        315 Chestnut Street

                        Philadelphia, PA 19106

Heritage Day is the Science History Institute’s annual celebration of the achieve-

ments and promise of the sciences and technologies that shape material culture

and innovation.

Festivities will include the presentation of the following awards:

The Othmer Gold Medal: Joshua Boger, founder of Vertex Pharmaceuticals

The American Institute of Chemists Gold Medal: E. Gerald Meyer, emeritus

professor of chemistry and dean of arts and sciences at the University of Wyoming

The Richard J. Bolte Sr. Award for Supporting Industries:
Graham Richards, founder and chairman of Oxford Drug Design

How Stress Affects Your DNA 
Saturday Speaker:    Lara Goudsouzian

Date:                              May 12, 2018

Time:                             11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 

Location:                      Science History Institute

                                    315 Chestnut Street

                                    Philadelphia, PA 19106

Lara Goudsouzian will give a short talk titled “How Stress Affects Your DNA,”

followed by a Q&A or discussion over complimentary tea and coffee. Afterward,

feel free to mingle with other guests or spend time visiting our museum.

Admission is free, and no reservations are necessary.
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Science on Tap
Date:                 May 14, 2018

Time:                6:00 p.m. 

Location:        National Mechanics

                        22 South Third Street

                        Philadelphia, PA 19106

Eat. Drink. Science! Join this monthly Philadelphia Science Café for your mind

and your stomach.

Science on Tap is a monthly gathering in Philadelphia that features public discussion

on engaging science topics.

Located at National Mechanics, a relaxed, convivial bar in Old City, Science on

Tap features a brief, informal presentation by a scientist or other expert followed

by lively conversation. The goal is to promote enthusiasm for science in a fun, spirited,

and accessible way, while also meeting new people. Come join the conversation!

Scholar Smackdown 
Date:                 May 17, 2018

Time:               6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m. 

Location:        Science History Institute

                        315 Chestnut Street

                        Philadelphia, PA 19106

Can you tell fact from fiction? Find out as our fellows and

research staff face off in a battle of wits.

By day our in-house scholars are models of studious 

collaboration. But on this night they summon all their 

academic strength in a cutthroat competition.

After sharing a short story about their research, presenters will each submit three

facts, only two of which are true. Which scholar is the best prankster? Will you and

your team be duped? Join us to see who prevails!

Afterward, toast the power of knowledge with drinks and snacks. 

Tickets for this event are $10 per person, and registration is required.

For more information about this event, contact Alexis Pedrick at:

215.873.8293 or apedrick@sciencehistory.org.
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Date:                 May 26, 2018

Time:               2:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m. 

Location:        Science History Institute

                        315 Chestnut Street

                        Philadelphia, PA 19106

Take a deeper dive into our permanent collection and changing exhibitions with a

drop-in tour!

Hear strange and surprising stories from the history of science, and take advantage

of the opportunity to chat with our experienced staff.

Hour-long, drop-in tours take place at 2:00 p.m. on the last Saturday of each month.

Admission is free, and no reservations are necessary.

Drop-In Tour 

42289 Del Chem.qxp_delchem  4/26/18  8:02 AM  Page 8



DEL-CHEM BULLETIN – MAY 2018 9

Al Denio

Weird March

Delaware Section Meeting – 
The event was planned for Wednesday,
March 21.  Then came another
Nor’easter which meant the meeting had
to be cancelled.  Chair Piril Ertem suddenly
had to sound the alarm.  The weather
here in March can be a crazy mix of
balmy spring and wild winter.  The good
news is that spring will be here by mid-
April when trees, shrubs and flowers
will suddenly go green.

Professor Burnaby Munson –
This U.D. Physical Chemist has had an
amazing career since earning his doctorate
at the University of Texas in his home
state.  After several years in the petroleum
industry, he joined the Department of
Chemistry and Biochemistry at U.D.
His researchfocus was mass spec-
troscopy, where he achieved great success.

Burnaby was highly regarded in the
classroom.  His lecture demonstrations be-
came legendary and he always 
appeared in costume for Halloween 
ectures.  During his exams and help ses-
sions, students were provided cookies
and soft drinks to reduce trauma!

He organized a birthday party every Feb-
ruary 13th to honor J. Willard Gibbs.  All
chem faculty, staff and students were in-
vited to enjoy a cake plus a great variety
of munchies.  He funded the entire event.

Burnaby was a “Coat and Tie Guy,”
even in August!  He is indeed a 

Gentlemen and Scholar who will be
greatly missed.  He recently turned 85
and will retire in June.  That sad news is
offset by the good news – his return to
Texas will raise the state’s average I.Q.
by 10%!

Chemical Assassination –
It appears that the Russians tried to
murder Sergie Skripal and his daughter
Yulia on March 4 in Salisbury, England.
The March 19 issue of C&E News 
discussed the Novichok agents that 
were developed in Russia. They are
organophosphorus compounds, similar
to sarin and VX.

Quick work by British analytical-
chemists identified the agent used.  This
murder attempt on British soil has led to
outrage in countries across Europe.
Russian diplomats are being expelled
from the U.S. and many other countries.
It appears that we are now in a new Cold
War.

This event does not enhance the noble
image of chemistry and chemists who 
attempt to make the world a better place
by inventing new antibiotics and drugs
to combat diseases, produce new materials
for countless applications, provide better
batteries for our many devices, etc.

Chemical warfare on a large scale began
with Fritz Haber and the  German army
in World War I.  Both sides had chemical
weapons in World War II but Luckily
they were not used.

continued on page 17
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Past-Chair’s Report:

No report

Secretary’s Report:

No report

Chair’s Report:

Nora Radu is looking for volunteer judges for the Delaware Valley Science Fair on

April 4. Anyone interested should contact Nora. Andrea Martin will send the 

information to her colleagues and those at other institutions.  

The Section will not participate in CCEW (Chemists Celebrate Earth Week) this

year. 

The appointment of a Chair-Elect was discussed. Andrea Martin’s colleague, Rob

Mishur is willing to serve. The Committee requested a candidate statement and 

biography be sent to everyone to be followed by an online vote.

The next election will occur in May. The statements and biographies will go into

the May issue. The open positions were reviewed. Those who are running need to

supply the statement and biography by the end of March. The open Alternate 

Councilor seat will need to be filed.

The February event, a mixer at BBC Bar and Grill was well-attended, including

representatives from UD. One offered to connect the Section with the Chemistry

Department Secretary so that events could be noted on the department’s TVs. A

discussion of ways to connect to local colleges and universities ensued. Kim

Huynh-Ba inquired about events other than mixers that would be open to under-

graduates. Andi discussed getting information out to ACS student chapters, and

noted that revival of the publicity committee would be helpful. Student members

get the same notification through the website as all other section members. Use of

other social media was discussed. 

The Section Award meeting will be held on March 21, at the DuPont Country Club.

The trophies for the Carothers Award are ready to be picked up. Andi will pick

them up.

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society

Wednesday March 7, 2018 • Skype for Business Conference
Chair Piril Ertem called the meeting to order at 12:01 P.M.  

continued on page 11
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Executive Committee continued from page 10

The deadline for participation in the Chemagination competition is March 15. The

announcement came too late for inclusion in the DelChem Bulletin this year. Efforts

to enhance participation in previous years were discussed.

Treasurer’s Report:

No report

Reports of Committees and Related Groups:

Awards:
Norm Henry reported that he would get the certificate from Living Letters for the

Section Award recipient and request a check from the treasurer.

Education:
Andi reported that Glenn Hartmann of Archmere will host the Chemistry Olympiad

on April 21. Tiffany Hoerter will send the information out to the high school teachers.

Andi requested information about the MARM awards as we have nominees. Martha

Hollomon noted that a Nano-MARM will be held this year, and the 2017 Awards

Chair will be handling the awards. Martha will try to find out when the Awards

link will go live.

Centennial:
Norm Henry reviewed the planning for the centennial. Martha Hollomon has the

original charter for the Section, and Norm will get a picture for the website and for

the DelChem Bulletin.

Old Business: 

None

New Business: 

None

The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 P.M.

Officers and Councilors Present: 

Piril Ertem, Julie Brady, Norm Henry, Kim Huynh-Ba, John Gavenonis, Tiffany

Hoerter, Martha Hollomon, Andrea Martin, Giang Vo.

Officers and Councilors Absent: 

Alicia Briegel, Biswajit Choudhury, Allison Moore, Nora Radu, Maggie Schooler,

Peiwen Zheng.

Others Present: none

Respectfully submitted,

Julie E. Brady
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I obtained my B.Sc. in chemistry from the 

University of Illinois in 2002, and my Ph.D. in

inorganic chemistry from Northern Illinois 

University in 2008, where I worked on the synthesis

of new platinum anticancer drugs. After finishing

my Ph.D., I received a NIH fellowship at Tulane University and held a joint post

doctoral appointment with the Department of Chemistry and the Department of 

Pulmonary Diseases. I then moved to the University of Texas Health Science Center

at San Antonio, where I studied the biology of aging using the model organism C.

elegans. Since then, I have redirected my career focus towards teaching. I relocated

to the Philadelphia area in 2014 and have taught courses in general chemistry, 

organic chemistry, and biochemistry at several local universities, including Richard

Stockton University in New Jersey and Delaware Valley University in Doylestown,

PA. In 2016, I accepted a full-time teaching position at Widener University in

Chester, PA, where I am currently an assistant professor of teaching. 

I have been a member of the American Chemical Society since 2006. While in

Texas, I was chair-elect, and later chair, of the San Antonio section of the ACS from

2013-2014. As chair, I initiated an annual chemistry demonstrations program in

collaboration with the chemistry club at the University of the Incarnate Word, and

later applied for and received an ACS Innovative Project Grant to provide continued

funding for the program. I have also been active in the Philadelphia Younger

Chemist’s Committee, which I co-chaired from 2015-2016, during which time I 

organized several events for the section. In 2017, I moved to Claymont, DE, and

joined the Delaware section of the ACS.

My vision for the Delaware section is three-fold. First, I would like to rejuvenate

the section by reaching out to local colleges and universities and trying to increase

participation among students and postdoctoral researchers. Second, I would like to

increase engagement of our members who live outside New Castle County. When

I attended the ACS Leadership Institute in Dallas in 2013, we discussed ways to

increase involvement in sections that cover large areas. Some ideas include streaming

video of talks to satellite locations and hosting Program-in-a-Box meetings at 

multiple locations to involve as much of the section as possible. The third thing I

would like to do with the Delaware section is to organize a group of members to

reach out to local and state representatives to educate them about contemporary 

issues affecting the scientific community and to advocate for science-based policy

decisions.

Dr. Robert Mishur

Chair Elect 2018

the Delaware Section,
American Chemical Society
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Julie Brady

Candidate for Secretary

the Delaware Section,
American Chemical Society

I am the Instructional Coordinator for the Biology and Chemistry Department at
the Stanton Campus of Delaware Technical Community College; I have been 
secretary of the Delaware Local Section since January 2012 and would welcome
the opportunity to continue in this office.   I received a B.S. in Chemistry from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and an M.S. in Analytical Chemistry from the
University of Minnesota and was a lab manager in the School of Pharmacy at the
University of Pittsburgh prior to relocating to Delaware.  Since moving to Delaware,
I have taught at both the high school and college level, and have been a full-time
instructor at Delaware Tech since 1994. 

Yujie (UJ) Liu

Candidate for Chair Elect 2019

the Delaware Section,
American Chemical Society

Biography:
Yujie (UJ) Liu is now a Scientist at Arkema Inc. She works in the Fluoropolymer
Business. She leads the technical development of separator coating for lithium-ion
battery application at Arkema. Yujie holds a Ph.D. degree in Polymer Science and
Engineering from University of Massachusetts Amherst. In her graduate work, she
focused on studying processing and mechanical properties of ultra-thin polymer
films and composites. 

Policy statement:
It is a great opportunity for me to be part of the ACS Delaware Section. I appreciate
the chance to give back to the chemical community and advance professional 
development of our community. As Chair Elect, one of my goal is to support and
promote our existing programs to college students, and to public who are interested
in science. I will work closely with the executive committee team and other member
to get more involvements from the universities.
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John Gavenonis, Ph.D.
Candidate for Councilor

the Delaware Section,
American Chemical Society

Biography:
John Gavenonis is the Vice President and General Manager of the Chemistries 
Division at Agilent Technologies.  This is the Agilent business that includes GC
columns, LC columns, biocolumns, and sample preparation reagents.  John joined
Agilent in 2017 after spending 14 years at DuPont.  During his time at DuPont,
John progressed through a series of roles with increasing responsibilities in R&D,

continued on page 15

Giang Vo is a Senior Research Investigator at DowDuPont. He received a B.S. 
degree in chemistry from the Illinois of Institute of Technology in 2005 and a Ph.D.
degree in Organic Chemistry from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
in 2010. He then worked as a postdoc  in polyolefin chemistry at Cornell University
before joining DuPont in 2012. His areas of expertise include organic, organometallic
and polymer chemistry. His work at DuPont has mostly focused on applications in
electronic materials. 

Policy Statement:
I was privileged to serve as Chair-Elect and then Chair of the Section in 2016 and
2017, respectively. Those experiences have been eye-opening for me. The needs
of the Section are greater than ever before with significant changes with our local
companies. Our engagement with the community is one of my highest priorities.
The future is exciting because we will have an additional company in town from
the DowDuPont merger and subsequent split. We have new generation of chemists
graduating every year. Changes can be leveraged to bring success if harnessed proerly.
I intend to use what I have learned from these past 3 years to serve as one of the
Directors on the Executive Committee to help our Section take advantage of these
changes.

Giang Vo 
Candidate for Director

the Delaware Section,
American Chemical Society
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technical service, marketing, and manufacturing technology.  He most recently led
the DuPont Corporate Center for Analytical Sciences (CCAS).  Prior to CCAS,
John spent nine years in DuPont Performance Polymers in varied technical, 
marketing, and managerial roles.  He started at DuPont in 2003 as an R&D chemist
in the business extensions group in DuPont Titanium Technologies (now part of
Chemours).

John received an S.B. degree in chemistry from MIT, where he conducted under-
graduate research with 2005 Nobel Laureate Professor Richard R. Schrock.  He
earned his Ph.D. in organometallic / inorganic chemistry from the University of
California, Berkeley under the direction of Professor T. Don Tilley.  John is originally
from Larksville, Pennsylvania. 

John has been a member of the American Chemical Society since 1998, is a member
of the Divisions of Inorganic Chemistry (INOR) and Analytical Chemistry
(ANYL), is a former member of the California Section, and is currently Delaware
Section Councilor and Government Affairs Committee Chair.  He also is a former
Delaware Section Chair, Secretary, and NCW Chair.  As Councilor, he is a former
member of the Local Section Activities Committee (LSAC), where he was a 
Sub-Committee Chair and LSAC liaison to the Committee on Chemistry and Public
Affairs (CCPA).  He currently is a member of CCPA where he Co-Chairs the Policy
Sub-Committee.  John was a member of ACS President Marinda Wu’s task force
Vision 2025: Helping ACS Members Thrive in the Global Chemistry Enterprise.
John is a former member of the MIT Alumni Association Board of Directors where
he developed and launched a policy advocacy program for MIT alumni based on
the ACS Act4Chemistry Legislative Action Network (LAN).

Candidate Statement:
My most important responsibility as Delaware Section Councilor is representing
our 1,400 members in the development of ACS programs and policies.  In my
nearly 15 years as a leader in the Delaware Section, I’ve had the opportunity to
meet many of our members and understand the diverse professional interests of
our industrial, academic, and retiree membership base.  This insight and under-
standing is particularly important as ACS Councilors weigh decisions and advise
on programs that have a significant impact on the strategic direction and operations
of the Society.

One of the most important roles for ACS is to serve as a leading, independent, and
non-partisan voice in public policy.  Toward this end, ACS has a rigorous, mem-
ber-driven process to develop and update more than 30 public policy statements
for Board consideration and approval.  In my role as CCPA Policy Sub-Committee
Co-Chair, I’m responsible for staffing and steering several of the policy statement
writing teams and I ensure Delaware Section interests are represented in this
process.

Under my leadership of the Delaware Section Government Affairs Committee, our
policy advocacy efforts have been significantly more focused, addressing timely
legislation of interest to ACS members during regular meetings with our federal
legislators in their Delaware and Washington offices.  In addition, I organized 
Section meetings for our members with Senator Chris Coons, Senator Tom Carper,
and former Senator Ted Kaufman.  These programs and sustained engagement

John Gavenonis continued from page 12

continued on page 16
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Biography:
She received her B.S. from Virginia Tech in Chemistry. Upon completion of her
undergraduate studies, she worked as a polymer chemist at the RTI International
(formerly known as Research Triangle Institute) in RTP, NC. She obtained her
M.S. in Textile Chemistry and Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry from North Carolina
State University. Martha was active in the North Carolina Section prior to relocating
to Delaware. After completing her Ph.D., Martha accepted a position as a Senior
Research Chemist in the Pulp and Paper Division, Hercules Incorporated, (now
Ashland) Research Center. She currently teaches at Widener University, Delaware
Technical and Community College, and Rowan University. She has been actively
involved in the Delaware Section serving as National Chemistry Week Chair,
(1999, 2000, 2003, 2005 acting); Chair-Elect 2001, Chair 2002, Immediate Past
Chair 2003; and Councilor (2004-present). Public relations & Communications
committee; Government Affairs committee. Middle Atlantic Regional Board, Chair
2012-2017, Secretary 2004-2012. 41st Middle Atlantic Regional Meeting, Wilmington,
DE, General Chair, 2010. Service in ACS National Offices: Committee on 
Committees, CONC (2018-present); Meetings and Expositions Committee (M&E),
member 2013-2017, associates 2011-2012; Local Section Activities Committee
(LSAC), member 2005-2010, associate 2004; Committee on Public Relations and
Communications (CPRC), LSAC liaison, 2006-2010; ACS Board-Presidential Task
Force on Society Services and Associated Dues Pricing Models, 2010; Sustainability
Engagement Event (SEE) participant 2010. MARM 2021, University of Delaware,
vendor & sponsor chair.

Martha Hollomon
Candidate for Councilor

the Delaware Section,
American Chemical Society

continued on page 17

played a significant role in the Delaware Section receiving the ACS President’s
ChemLuminary Award for Local Section Government Affairs 3 times in a span of
5 years.  Senator Coons has been a leading supporter of ACS and in 2017 was a
founding Co-Chair of the Senate Chemistry Caucus.  The relationship between Senator
Coons and ACS largely began through this Delaware Section member engagement.

If I am re-elected, I will continue to leverage my experience and knowledge of the
Delaware Section to represent our interests at ACS Council.  In addition, I’ll ensure
Delaware Section interests – specifically related to jobs and sustained funding for
research – are voiced as part of the policy statement writing process.  Furthermore,
I am and will continue to be available to address individual member concerns.  I
humbly ask for your vote for re-election as Delaware Section Councilor.

John Gavenonis continued from page 15
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Al Denio continued from page 9

Then came the Iran-Iraq war (1980-
1988) during which Iraq used 1,800
tons of mustard, 600 tons of sarin and
140 tons of tabun.  During the current
fighting in Syria, that government has
used chemical weapons on it’s own 
citizens!  Recall that Syria has the 
support of Russia, now accused of the
murder of one of it’s former agents in
England.  No wonder chemistry and
chemists have an image problem.

Evil Plastics – 
My wife Val fell at home on March 10
and spent five days in the hospital with
two broken ribs and a collapsed lung.
She is now in a rehab facility until she
can return home.

Every so often you hear a proposal to
ban all plastics by a dedicated 
environmentalist.  A visit to a major
hospital makes you realize how 
plastic materials play a major role in
health care.  From IV bags, to tubing, to
waste bins lined with plastic bags, plas-
tic materials are everywhere.  In fact, I
am part plastic with three mplants!

Hospitals are now 100% digital also.
You are monitored 24 hours per day for
all vital signs.  Do not expect to see a
mercury thermometer, they have all
been sent to museums!

I hope to see you at our May 15th meeting.

Policy:

I would like to thank the Section members for giving me the opportunity to 
continue to serve as your Councilor. I approach the job seriously and work hard
at it. I attend most of the Section’s executive committee meetings and try to attend
the Section meetings. During the 2017 Fall ACS National Meeting, I was honored
to be elected by Council to serve on the Committee on Committee (CONC) for a
two-year term, 2018-2020. CONC has key responsibility to assist and advise Council-
related bodies. As a CONC member, I’ve been actively involved before, during,
and between National meetings as a Liaison to two committees – Committee on
Economic and Professional Affairs (CEPA) which Tiffany Hoerter is chair and
Chemist with Disabilities (CWD) committee. In my role as Councilor, I will continue
to represent the Delaware’s interests at the ACS National Meetings. Prior to being
elected to CONC, I served on the Meetings & Expositions Committee (M&E)
where I worked to improve the operation of our National and Regional meetings.
As all of us know, we live in interesting times with considerable changes in the
chemical enterprise. I believe the ACS and Delaware Section need to address the
needs of its present and future members and to enhance the value of their ACS
membership. We should continue involving our members at all age levels in 
Section activities, to recruit new members, and to maintain the interest of our 
current members. I shall welcome the opportunity to continue to serve the mem-
bers of the Delaware Section as Councilor. I pledge to continue to work diligently
to advance the Delaware Section. I would greatly appreciate your support in this
election!

Martha Hollomon continued from page 16
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Dr. Lahm has a patent record of over 60 U.S. and internationally filed patents. He
was a recipient of the 2003 ACS Team Innovation Award for the discovery of 
indoxacarb and the 2009 recipient of the ACS Spencer Award for outstanding
achievement in agricultural and food chemistry.  He was a recipient of DuPont honors
including the 2004 Pedersen Medal for scientific achievement and three Bolton-
Carothers corporate team awards. In 2010, he was awarded the Lavoisier medal,
DuPont’s highest technical award for lifetime contributions, and in the same year 
he was appointed to DuPont’s highest technical level, DuPont Distinguished 
Scientist. In 2011, he received the American Chemical Society’s International
Award for Research in Agrochemicals and
in 2018 he was the recipient of the ACS
Award for Industrial Chemistry.

George and his wife Louise have two chil-
dren and two grandchildren and reside in
Delaware.

CHEMVETS LECTURE continued from page 2

lower than current values. However, it is
non-trivial to develop a product that
meets safety and regulatory standards.
In his talk, Dr. Lahm will highlight 
challenges encountered on the path of
commercialization of successful products. 
This issue is also the 2018 election
issue.  You will find biographies and
statements of our candidates for Councilor
and Director in the bulletin. I want to
thank our candidates who are volunteering
their time and effort to serve the Section.
You will receive an election ballot via
the mail. Also, an email about the electronic
ballot will be sent to your e-mail inbox.
Please follow the instructions and cast
your vote. Your vote and your voice is
important for the Section, since it helps
us to determine direction for the future
in serving the ACS Delaware Local
Section community. 

I also want to introduce you to our
newly elected Chair-Elect of 2018, Dr.
Robert Mishur. Unfortunately, the Local
Section is having difficulty to find 
volunteers, due to recent unsettling
changes in the chemical industry in
greater Wilmington area. It was not an

easy task to encourage volunteer effort
to fill open positions in the Section. I
want to thank Dr. Mishur for his enthusiasm
to join and to serve the Section. Please 
remember that we always welcome 
volunteers. Being involved in ACS
Local section is a great way to make a
difference locally, regionally, or nationally;
whether by giving back through out-
reach and mentoring, or by advocating
for chemistry through governance. If
you have any questions on how to get
involved, please feel free to reach to any
of the committee members.

Last but not the least, I want to thank our
members and the executive committee
of the Delaware Local Section for 
allowing me to serve as the Chair of
2018. It was a crash course experience
for me, as I had to skip the step of Chair-
Elect and jump into my Chair position.
I hope I was able to serve you well and
fulfilled my duties as best as I can. As I
will be going through a very exciting 
career transition, I will always remember
the experience I gained in this short 
period of time I served as the Chair.  
I wish you a great summer-break.

CHAIR’S COLUMN continued from page 3
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