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Happy New Year to Everyone!

| hope that you had a good holiday season and is pumped to
start the New Year. For ACS Delaware section this year, | hope
to get more involvements from students at University of
Delaware. We will continue to co-host events with the Women

in Chemistry group at University of Delaware.

Our January event will be networking social hour and | hope to Yupe Liu
Delaware ACS Chair
see you there. As the economy is not doing so well, we have 2020

seen some layoffs affecting chemical industry.

We hope that ACS Delaware can help back to the chemical community. In February, ACS

Delaware section will hold a career event.

| would like to acknowledge our past section chair, Rob Mishur for his dedication to the
Delaware section. | personally would also like to thank Tiffany N. Hoerter for her help to
make my transition smooth. Finally, | would like to thank all of the members of the
Delaware section’s executive committee for all of their hard work in 2019. | hope that

everyone will have a bright 2020.

Yujie
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January 16

January Networking

5:00-6:00 PM

Iron Hill Brewery | 620 Justison St, Wilmington, DE, 19801
Cost: FREE, refreshments and snacks will be provided
Registration: Please RSVP at hitp://delawareacs.org

If you are not able to register online, please contact Yujie Liu at
yujie.liu@arkema.com




Welcome to 2020

Al Denio

Our November 2" NCW Event
Once again there was a great display of chemistry and science by the Delaware
Section at The Independence School. A large number of young students
attended, many with parents or grandparents.

Maggie Schooler, a Section Counselor, once again was Chair of this event —
she has done this for several years! Lois Weyer does a great job getting local
Girl Scouts to attend. We need to find a way to get the Boy Scouts to get
involved.

The Chem Demo Show has been done for years by Mike Stemniski. However,
this year he had to attend his son’s wedding in Missouri. Luckily Dave Katz
was willing to take over this popular 3 to 4 PM event.

The Delaware Academy of Chemical Sciences had two tables at the event. Ed
Adams came up with a large litter box full of sand. He hid various metal objects
under the sand and then showed students how to use a metal detector to locate
them. Chris Peterson had a large woven Periodic Table and had various metals
to discuss and where they were located on the Table. Norm Henry was
demonstrating radioactive metals with a Geiger Counter using a variety of metal
ores.

The number of groups taking part included educational institutions, local
companies, the Hagley Museum, the Mineralogical Society, a robotics club, etc.

On a sad note, one table had two U.D. students from the campus ACS group.
Professor Burnaby Munson used to attend with the students. He died in June.

Heroes of Chemistry
The November 4 issue of C&E News announced the four industrial winners of this
award, given at the San Diego meeting in August. DuPont’s team won for developing
the Cyrel Easy flexographic printing plate technology. Team members were Robert
Blomquist, Mark Hackler, Adrian Lungu, Violeta Lungu and Rajgopal Subramanian.

2019 DuPont Fellow — Congrats to Theresa Weston who was honored October 1.
She earned her B.S. in Chem Engineering at M.I.T. Theresa then headed to Cal
Tech for M.S. and PhD degrees. She joined DuPont’s Pioneering Research Lab (my

old hangout) in 1985. She helped to make Tyvek® Home Wrap® a great success. |t
is now the Weather Barrier System of Choice.




Kitchen Chemistry and Fake Meat
The N.Y. Times recently ran two articles on plant based “burgers” and other

veggie meat substitutes (October 15 and 23“’). Vegetarians and vegans are
very happy with these new lab based food products. However, having been
raised during the last century, | grew up eating meat and fish and feel no need
to change. Old habits die hard.

However, it is great to have more food options and healthy diets. If you read
the two articles listed you will also realize that many of these new meat
products contain a variety of chemical compounds. Not to worry, we are all
complex chemical mixtures!

Croda and the November 2018 Ethylene Oxide Fiasco
You may recall this event which caused the Delaware Memorial Bridge shutdown.
Croda had built a plant to make ethylene oxide, a flammable, explosive and
carcinogenic compound. lts location at Atlas Point was a dumb decision. A remote
site would have been much safer.

Luckily the fire hoses helped prevent a major fire or explosion. However, no attempt
was made to set up a registry of the hundreds of citizens forced to inhale ethylene
oxide during the leak. We shall never know how many people will develop cancer
due to their exposure.

The News Journal article on November 14 by Maddy Lauria stated that DNREC had
given Croda permission to restart the production of ethylene oxide. Let us hope that
new safety upgrades at this plant will avoid another disaster!

| wish you good health and happiness in the New Year.
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"Chemists want to do chemistry. We are happiest when we are at the bench, surrounded
by glassware, apparatus of all shapes and sizes and the ubiquitous safety equipment — or
on our computer, performing simulations or modeling. It's where we are at our best and feel
fulfilled and productive. Duties that take us away from that familiar environment such as
regulatory affairs, environmental impact assessments, safety procedures, or ethics training
can be seen as an unwelcome distraction from the excitement of doing science. But those
tasks are critical to how we pursue our science. Today’s chemists not only understand that
but live by it. Safety and ethics are core to chemistry, front and center in chemists’ minds.
And our science is all the better for it. There is no doubt that what we now produce is of
higher quality and is more responsive to the world in which we live than ever before. We
thrive with those challenges and opportunities."”

— Bibiana Campos-Seijo, Editor in Chief, Chemical & Engineering News
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Yujie Liu, Chair
610-878-6903 Arkema
Yujie liu@arkema.com

Robert Mishur, Past chair
610-499-1080 Widener University
rimishur@widener.edu

Anthony Tomaine, Treasurer
302-274-4688 Incyte
atomaine@incyte.com

Directors

Biswajit Choudhury (2018-2020)
(302) 695-3091 DuPont
Biswajit.Choudhury@dupont.com
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Dr. Andrea Martin
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Aemartin1@widener.edu

Ms Margaret ). Schooler (2020-
2022)

302-753-5799
schoolermj@gmail.com

Ms Tiffany N. Hoerter
608-234-2761

ehoerter@gmail.com

Councilors

Dr. John Gavenonis
302-695-7821 Agilent

John.gavenonis@agilent.com

Dr. Martha G. Hollomon
302-454-3987
drmhollomon@gmail.com

Ms Margaret ). Schooler
(2020-2022)
302-753-5799

schoolermj@gmail.com

Mr. Norman W. Henry (2020-2022)
410-398-9484
Shbp65@comcast.net

Alternate councilors

Prof. Kimloan C. Huynh-Ba
(2020-2022)
302-731-9959

huynhba@pharmalytik.com

Dr. Robert Mishur (2020-2022)
610-499-1080 Widener University
rimishur@widener.edu
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