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Erin Kennedy— Incoming ACS Delaware Chair for 2020

Happy New Year! | hope everyone has had a great start to 2020 after the holidays. It is not
always easy to get back into the rhythm after the holidays especially with everything going
on in the world at this moment.

My name is Erin Kennedy and | am the incoming chair for 2020 since Yuije Liu the
previous 2020 chair stepped down from her position recently. | would like to thank her for
her time and wish her the best on her future endeavors! | plan to be involved in this
community and plan events that would appeal to a variety of people within the area. | plan
to reach out to people personally to let them know of the group and hopefully help drive
attendance up at events. I've always been very passionate about giving back to the
community and participating in events to get younger people excited about science so |
look forward to working with our educational committee when National Chemistry Week
comes around!

In 2018, | moved out to Delaware from Indiana for a full-time position at DuPont due to
career uncertainties in my home of Indianapolis. It was hard to adapt to a new work
location combined with living location, while ultimately starting over. Luckily, | met people
who welcomed me into the community and pushed me to attend events sponsored by the
ACS, networking events at work, or employee resource groups that helped me find a new
community. | plan to sponsor events that will help give back what the community has given
me (a sense of belonging) and a chance to network with those outside of where | work.

Unfortunately, | have been through career uncertainty within the chemical industry and
have been laid off due to budget cuts in a past position, so | can relate to what some of our
colleagues within the area are going through. As a result, we will be co-sponsoring an

ACS Career Day Event in Delaware on February, 22nd with the Philadelphia Local
Section of the ACS. We hope this will be an enlightening and valuable event to those that
attend. There will be mock interviews, networking, and career consultants to help at this
event.

I'd like to acknowledge our past chair Rob Mishur and all of his help thus far to make this
transition smooth and hard work as the Delaware section chair. | appreciate the help I've
obtained thus far, and would like to personally thank Tiffany Hoerter for her dedication to
ensuring a smooth transition along with going above and beyond in helping to plan our

February event. | am looking forward to meeting everyone and having a successful year.

Erin



ﬁ ACS | Calendar of Events

February 22

Delaware ACS Chemistry Career Day

Time: 9 am -5 pm

Location: DoubleTree by Hilton

Address: 4727 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE 19803

Lunch and afternoon snack provided

Cost: The event is free of charge.

All attendees must pre-register to ensure enough materials and food are available
Visit www.delawareacs.org to register - Space is limited

Activities: ACS Career Consulting, Chemistry Resume Review, Mock Interviews
Workshops: Working In Industry, Networking, Resume Development

Save the Date—April 22
Carothers Award Banquet &
Reception

Recipient: Dr. Allison Campbell
Associate Director

Earth & Biological Sciences Directorate
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory

Time: 6-9 pm
6 pm Reception, 7 pm Dinner
8 pm Award Presentation

Location: DuPont Country Club
1001 Rockland Rd, Wilmington, DE 19803

Cost: $35/person

Free for students/unemployed members thanks to a
generous gift from the Labovsky Family
Pre-registration required by April 8th.

Visit www.delawareacs.org to register

If your company would like to sponsor a table
(up to 10 seats), contact Erin Kennedy
(erin.m.kennedy @dupont.com)




FEBRUARY

Football, Flicks & Friends

Al Denio

END OF THE SEASON

As | write this we are about to enter the NFL
Playoffs. The Philadelphia Eagles are still alive
after defeating the N.Y. Giants. You perhaps are
wondering how football relates to chemistry?
Have you heard of performance enhancing
drugs? Another link is the fact that footballs are
filled with air, which brings to mind PV = nRT!
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THE FILM "DARK WATERS" — | recently saw this
new movie. It is both sad and depressing. It deals ~
with DuPont’s release of the chemical known as
PFOA or C-8, used in the production of Teflon,
into water supplies at its plant in Parkersburg,
West Virginia.

=

The film is based on the book, Exposure:
Poisoned Water, Corporate Greed, and One
Lawyer’s Twenty-Year Battle Against DuPont.

The author is Attorney Rob Bilott, a former Corporate Defense Attorney.
| plan to read the book also.

Every October, ACS promotes National Chemistry Week to help the public
appreciate the joys and wonders of chemistry. Many Delaware Section
members take part every year. However, this film depicts chemistry in a very
negative light. Our image has been badly tarnished.

Both DuPont and Chemours paid a total of $671 million to settle over 3,500
lawsuits in this case. They now face many more lawsuits over the release of
these fluorinated “forever chemicals.” Now these two companies are suing each
other and the lawyer’s love it.

As a former DuPont employee (textile Fibers, 1957-58 and 1962-64), | was
always impressed by the emphasis on health and safety. My first seat belts
were a gift from the company. | am finding it difficult to accept this new reality.



NORMAN HENRY, lll, MS, CIH

Many of you know this long time member of the
Delaware Section. When | moved here in 1998,
Norm and H.N. Cheng welcomed me to the
Section and put me to work. Both were Chairs of
our Section and now H.N. is the newly elected
ACS President-elect.

Norm was a chemical health and safety expert at DuPont for many years before
retirement. He now is active as a consultant but he has also served the state of
Delaware for many years.

In 1976, then Gov. Tribbitt appointed Norm to the Delaware Authority on
Radiation Protection. He served as its Chairman from 1987 to 1990. In 2006,
Norm began working part-time as an inspector for the Office of Radiation
Control, a position he filled until this past October. In summary, he served 30
years as a volunteer to the Authority on Radiation Protection plus 13 years of
service to the Office of Radiation Control.

On November 18", Norm was honored by Gov. John Carney and Lieutenant
Governor Bethany Hall-Long in a special ceremony in Dover.

Norm continues to serve as Chair of our Section’s Awards Committee. He is an
Alternate Councilor plus he serves as Vice-President of the Delaware Academy
of Chemical Sciences. You may recall that in 2018 he published his “First
Hundred Years of the Delaware Section.”

Thank you Norm for all you do for our profession!



"IN OTHER WORDS, I'T BREAKS LARGE
MOLECULES INTO SAMALL ONES.™

All chemists know that refineries really separate mixtures of molecules into highly purified
versions of oil, sugar, natural gas, etc., on a scale that is suitable for society-wide
consumption. However, the public’s image of chemistry is too often associated with
industrial refineries, and the accompanying smoke stacks, sulfurous smells and, more
recently, the impact of CO2 and methane on climate change. Perhaps the refineries for the
future will be images of CO2 removal and mineralization, or the cleansing of drinking water
on a global scale. From a Scotsman’s perspective, however, my favorite refinery will
always be the Glenfarclas distillery in Speyside Scotland — sustainable, beautiful and one

of the greatest man-made products on earth.

—David MacMillan, Princeton University
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