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Confronting Challenges with Em pathy & Support

Jing Qu, Ph.D., ACS Delaware Chair

Dear ACS members and friends,
| hope you are enjoying the great weather in the spring.

It took me quite a while to finally make a decision to write this article for the April column.
Recently, we’ve seen an increase in sociological disasters which have got on the nerves of
diverse groups of people. Confronted with these events, it is impossible to think like a
scientist, unbiased and unemotional. Unlike designing an experiment, where we try to limit
and control a certain number of factors when facing devastating sociological events, we
need to collect so many scattered perspectives to form a whole. In the past weeks, with
the context of the accumulated violence against Americans of Asian descent, the
horrendous shooting in Georgia has provoked a stir among Asian communities. As one
who felt much affected, | have given some thoughts towards the recent events and
realized that it is never just about a certain group of people. So, | decided to write down
my observations after the horrendous shooting in Georgia and share some learnings with

you.

It was a shock to read the news before bed on a Tuesday. | opened Instagram to see
people starting to comment on this awful event. I'm not an active social media user, and |
rarely expose my emotions there, but under these circumstances, | couldn’t help reposting

a message to express my feelings and connect with my Asian friends.

My weekdays have been quite busy this year. Before | had time to digest and think, my
brain was driven somewhere else. During breaks, | noticed some of my quiet friends were
commenting on social media too. Some wrote letters to the companies they worked for,
expressing concerns; some reposted videos with opinions; some shared information for
the upcoming pretests in different cities. | hit “like” on all the posts, but other than that, |

haven’t figured out the best way to show my support.



As | read more information and news, | noticed myself becoming more emotional. In some
news, the stories sounded so offensive to Asians. | finally made a decision: “| need to talk
about this right now.” So | turned to a good friend, who is not of Asian descent, and tried to
express my feelings and emotions, expecting my words to resonate with them. To my
surprise, my friend didn’t feel very involved and even changed the topic. This conversation
brought about the very height of my disappointment, but also, later on, spurred my critical

thinking.

Needless to say, this horrible event is so devastating and painful for everyone involved in
Georgia. | tried to imagine the same thing happening here. Apparently, my friend didn’t
share the same concerns and worries at all. After the first layer of disappointment and
anger peeled off, the sadness was exposed. Am | losing a friend? | was frustrated that my
friend didn’t understand my feelings, and then | asked myself, why would | expect us to
share the same feelings when we don’t share the same skin color or upbringing? And why
was | so disappointed when we didn’t? If we pause here and look for a solution, a way to
exchange our different perspectives before tearing relationships apart and building walls

between our hearts, could we become more supportive to each other?

Later on, several other friends and | picked up the topic. Among them, some were more
concerned and some were less. The ones who felt more affected explained their feelings
from the racial and gender perspectives, and the ones who felt less so gave suggestions
about being more alert and not letting the media agitate our emotions. The feelings and
opinions flew much smoother this time. I'm sure we all gained more perspectives after
these discussions.

Here are the perspectives | gained from this recent horrific sociological event. If we feel
someone was treated unfairly and deserves more support, we should speak up for

them. When we are the ones who feel more involved, we would like supports from others,
so when we are the ones who feel less, being indifferent and ignorant is doing no good.
Getting educated would be a much better way. If people don’t share the same feelings with
us, we must remember that they have different life experiences, and therefore different
perspectives, so we shouldn’t hurry to judge them—we must listen to them first. Last but
not least, we need to stay alert when we’re taking in information from the media. Focusing
on a single facet of a story might inflame us or make us feel irrelevant. It's important to

look at the bigger picture.

Here’s hoping the good weather will give us a much-needed break from the endless

swirl of thoughts crowding our minds.
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Chemical Consultants Network ZOOM MEETING
APRIL 14, 2021

EFFECTIVE COLLABORATION BETWEEN SCIENTISTS AND ENGINEERS?

Dr. Ron Bihovsky — Key Synthesis, LLC
David Vahlsing — Becht Engineer

EFFECTIVE COLLABORATION BETWEEN SCIENTISTS AND ENGINEERS?
“PROBLEMS OCCUR AT INTERFACES”

DATE & TIME: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 6:30 pm
Click here to register

Location: Online via Zoom! {registration required, see below)

Abstract: ORen, scientists must work effectively with people from other technical disciplines in order to
deliver what clients need. For example, chemists and chemical engineers need to work together to advance
successful manufacturing processes from the lab to the plant. However, chemists and chemical engineers
often have different concems, think in different ways, speak different “languages,” and have different
definitions of a good process and project success. Project success is often tied to how well we collaborate.

In this meeting we will discuss the challenges we have seen when people from differenttechnical disciplines
collaborate and share how we overcame these issues. This meeting will be interactive as we explore how
best to increase collaboration, synergy, and communication between scientists and engineers.

Biography: Dr. Ron Bihovsky is a medicinal and organic chemistry consultant and founder of Key Synthesis
LLC, a custom synthesis company specializing in synthesis of biologically active compounds. He also
performs experimental work and testifies as an expert witness. He previously worked as an organic and
medicinal chemist in the pharmaceutical industry and academia.

David Vahlsing worked at Sunoco, Inc in the USA and Canada, at various refineries, Central Engineering,
R8&D and corporate headquarters for a career that began directly after graduation from MIT with a BS in
Chemical Engineering. Upon early retirement from Sun, he formed Hydrocarbon Engineering Associates
(HEA), a multi-skilled engineering company that serviced many oil refining and chemicals companies. HEA
was purchased by Becht Engineering (www.becht.com) and he now manages their Philadelphia office.
Dave also was co-founder of the Chemical Consultants Network.

Click here to register to attend the event. This session is FREE.

CONSULTANTS - OPPORTUNITY HERE! PLEASE VISIT http /fwww.chemconsultants.ora/
Are You Getting the Benefits of CCN Membership or Event Participation?

THE CHEMICAL CONSULTANTS NETWORK PROVIDES VALUABLE TOOLS FOR MEMBERS BEYOND THE MEETINGS AND
NETWORKING. CHECK OUT OUR:

* Valuable past presentations - Consutants’ Directory - Blogs - Resources

e Join! Most valuable - post your consulting practice inform ation - and have greater visibility!

* Ifyou'd liketo speak with one of our members, come to a CCN meeting

REGISTER TODAY! Chemical Consultants Meeting



https://chemconsultants.org/event-4113498

ACS
v Chemistry for Life®

Celebratin

CHEMISTS CELEBRATE EARTH WEEK

DOWNLOAD TODAY! 2021 Celebrating Chemistry



https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/outreach/celebrating-chemistry-editions/2021-ccew.html

April Showers

Al Denio, ACS Bulletin Contributor

EARTH DAY

We celebrate this on April 22 each year.

It is a day devoted to caring for our planet.
Please try to use less energy, perhaps
leaving your car in the garage. If you need
it to commute to work, try to lower your

speed to get better mileage.

Recycling is another way to help the planet. Luckily in Newark, we have weekly
collections. | am amazed how much paper, plastic, cardboard and metal that goes out
each week. Aluminum cans and pie plates are special—the energy needed to recycle is

only 5% of the energy needed to produce the metal from bauxite ore!

Planting a tree is a good way to celebrate. Trees collect carbon dioxide and release

oxygen, a win-win situation. Birds like trees as a great place to live.

Earth Day began in 1970, founded by Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson, a leading
environmental crusader. He hired a student organizer from Harvard by the name of Denis
Hayes. The first year it is estimated that 20 million citizens took part. The Federal
Government soon passed the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act and the Endangered

Species Act. Nixon then created the EPA.

Denis Hayes is now the CEO of The Bullitt Foundation in Seattle, an environmental
organization. He has devoted his life to protecting the earth, all due to his interaction with
Senator Nelson.
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LIVE Talks, Poster Sessions
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Plenary Lecturers
Carothers & ACS Regional

Awards Symposium
Career Workshops
BMGT BILL Talk
Chemagination
Climate Science Workshop
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Register before April 28 for Early Bird prices! http://marm2021.org

Register before April 28 for Early Bird prices!

More Croda, Inc.
Problems

" T An article in the News Journal on January

-------- 14 revealed more leakage violations of

ethylene oxide, a flammable and
explosive carcinogen. You may recall their
leak of 2,600 pounds in November of
2018 that shut down the Delaware

Memorial Bridge.

After major repairs and upgrades, Croda was allowed to restart in late 2019. Then in
September of 2020, DNREC discovered that Croda had been violating air emissions and

equipment rules for about nine months. They were shut down again.

They were restarted during the first week of January this year for one week of testing.

Meanwhile, it is estimated that Croda released 1.8 tons of ethylene oxide in 2020.

Sadly, the EPA has concluded that ethylene oxide is thirty times more carcinogenic than
previously thought. | suggest that you keep your car windows rolled up when you cross the

Delaware Memorial Bridge.


http://marm2021.org

Fiestaware Fiasco

On January 9, the News Journal ran an article about a school evacuation and shutdown in
the high school of Haddon Township in New Jersey. A student had received a Geiger
Counter for Christmas which he took to the school to show to his teacher. He also brought
along a Fiestaware plate with a glaze containing uranium oxide which is radioactive.
Suddenly school officials freaked out and called 911. The police, fire department, and a
Hazmat team arrived and evacuated the school! | am sure the taxpayers are not happy

with this expensive response.

During the middle of the last century, a company produced a popular line of dinnerware
called Fiestaware. They produced a variety of colors. One popular color was bright
orange, the color due to uranium oxide in the glaze. It was quite popular. The company did
not mention that uranium is radioactive, emitting alpha particles. These are easily blocked

by a sheet of paper.

| have a saucer of this color Fiestaware which | used in lecture demonstrations on

radioactivity in my previous life as a Chem Prof.

Al Denio, ACS Bulletin Contributor



CHAIR

Jing Qu (2021)
University of Delaware
(302) 831-6795
jingg@udel.edu

PAST CHAIR

Erin Kennedy (2020)

DuPont

(302) 695-8421
erin.m.kennedy@dupont.com

SECRETARY

Miriam Putterman (2021)
DuPont

miriam. putterman@dupont.com

TREASURER

Anthony Tomaine (2020-2021)
Incyte

(302) 274-4688
atomaine@incyte.com

DIRECTORS

Biswajit Choudhury (2021-2023)
DuPont

(302) 695-3091
Biswajit.Choudhury@dupont.com

Robert Mishur (2020-2022)
Widener University

(610) 499-1080
rimishur@widener.edu

Giang Vo (2019 - 2021)
DuPont

(302) 695-7318
giadongvo@gmail.com

COUNCILORS

John Gavenonis (2019-2021)
Agilent Technologies

(302) 636 -3908
john.gavenonis@agilent.com

Martha G. Hollomon (2019-2021)
(302) 294-1694
drhollomon@gmail.com

Maggie Schooler (2020-2022)
VWR
schoolermj@gmail.com

ALTERNATE COUNCILORS
Kim Huynh-Ba (2021-2023)
Pharmalytik Consulting

(302) 731-9959
kim.huynhba@pharmalytik.com

Nora Radu (2021-2023)
Pharmalytik Consulting

(302) 731-9959
kim.huynhba@pharmalytik.com



	Screen Shot 2021-04-05 at 10.22.02 AM.pdf
	Screen Shot 2021-04-05 at 10.21.44 AM.pdf
	Screen Shot 2021-04-05 at 10.21.34 AM.pdf
	Screen Shot 2021-04-05 at 10.21.22 AM.pdf
	Screen Shot 2021-04-05 at 10.21.01 AM.pdf
	Screen Shot 2021-04-05 at 10.20.52 AM.pdf
	Screen Shot 2021-04-05 at 10.20.40 AM.pdf
	Screen Shot 2021-04-05 at 10.19.58 AM.pdf
	Screen Shot 2021-04-05 at 10.22.13 AM.pdf



