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Dear ACS members and friends,
Hope you are ready for an exciting summer!
On April 26, the National Academy of Sciences announced their newly elected
members. 59 of the 120 new members are women. Compared to 2011, there
were only 9 women from the 72 new members. This is a milestone for female
scientists. Thanks to a lot of brilliant, dedicated, and determined women who
have pursued science over the years, we have come to where we are today.
However, very few of them were recognized and remembered. Most of us don’t
even know how hard it was for them to make a difference.
Lise Meitner (1878 –1968), an Austrian-Swedish female physicist, contributed
to the discoveries of the element protactinium and nuclear fission. Meitner
became the first woman to graduate from the University of Vienna and second
worldwide to earn a doctorate in physics. However, that road was not easy, and
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it was much harder to get there compared to her male fellows. When Lise
Meitner finished school at age 14, she was barred from higher education, as
were all girls in Austria. When she turned 21, women were finally allowed into
universities. After earning her doctorate in 1906, she wrote to Marie Curie, but
there was no room for her in Paris. So Meitner made her way to Berlin. There
she collaborated with Otto Hahn on the study of radioactive elements. But as an
Austrian Jewish woman, she was excluded from the main labs and lectures and
allowed to work only in the basement. She had to flee Nazi Germany to Sweden
in 1938, but thankfully the collaboration with Hahn continued. Later on, Hahn
discovered that uranium atoms split when bombarded by neutrons, she
calculated the energy released in the reaction and named the phenomenon
“Nuclear Fission.” The discovery eventually led to the atomic bomb and won
Otto Hahn the Nobel Prize in 1944. However, Meitner was overlooked by the
Nobel Committee. Several scientists and journalists called this exclusion
“unjust”. According to the Nobel Prize archive, she was nominated 19 times for
Nobel Prize in Chemistry between 1924 and 1948, and 29 times for Nobel Prize
in Physics between 1937 and 1965, but never received one.
Decades later, as is known, two women shared Nobel Prize in chemistry in
2021. I’m grateful to be able to live in today’s age. We have seen so many
women excel in science and engineering and other fields. Hopefully, one day in
the near future, women will feel as confident as males to explore maledominated fields.
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The Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society is looking for candidates for local
section officers to run in the September 2021 Elections. The terms would begin in
January 2022. If you or someone you know is interested in running for the following
positions, please contact Giang Vo Giang Vo by email at giadongvo@gmail.com. The
deadline for submission of materials is August 1, 2021. You will meet great people in
the ACS Delaware section. We are looking forward to your participation!

The Eight Open Officer Positions for 2022 Include:
CHAIR, 1-year term
The Chair is the chief executive officer of the section for the calendar year. The
supervision, coordination, and overall direction of section activities are the primary and
ongoing functions of the section Chair. The Chair provides leadership for the section
officers and activity coordinators (committee chairs) and delegate authority and
responsibility as broadly as possible.
CHAIR ELECT, 1-year term
The Chair-Elect is to become familiar with the current affairs of the Section in order to
appoint committee chairs for the next year when the Chair-Elect will be Chair. The ChairElect assists the Chair with the management of the section, and represents the Chair in
their absence.
SECRETARY, 2-year term
The Secretary serves as a member of the Executive Committee and maintains all current
files and records of the section.

https://mailchi.mp/b7cbb96cdf73/september-delchem-news-announcements-14525810

🎇

Page 3 of 7

MAY 2021 DelChem News & Announcements

5/13/21, 8:23 AM

TREASURER, 2-year term
The Treasurer is the financial officer of the section and serves on the Executive
Committee.
Two DIRECTOR positions, 3-year term
Directors, as members of the Executive Committee, participate in the formulation of policy
for the Section by providing advice and counsel to the officers and chairs of committees.
Directors, through the initiative of the Executive Committee or in response to requests from
the Chair, may assume various specific duties, which may either be ad hoc or continuing in
nature. Typically, a member who serves as a Director would be a strong supporter of the
objectives of the Section and would have served previously in other capacities. This year,
we are looking for two directors who will lead the supervision of website and social
media updates, and electoral events respectively.
Two COUNCILOR positions, 3-year term
Councilors represent the Delaware Section at National Council Meetings of the American
Chemical Society. The National Council is the deliberative assembly of the National ACS.
Duties include: nominating members of the office for ACS President-elect; electing
Directors-at-Large, members of the Council Policy Committee (the executive committee of
the National Council), the Committee on Committees, and the committee on Nominations
and Elections; nominating members for the offices of District Directors; studying,
recommending, and acting on all activities of direct and indirect interest to the members of
ACS, including the setting of ACS annual dues; advising the ACS Board of Directors on
matters concerning the management of the Society; influencing decisionsfor which the
ACS Board has responsibility; chartering Local Sections and Divisions; and amending the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Society.

More details can be found at:

http://www.delawareacs.org/documents

New 50 Year Members
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The March 22 issue of C&E News contains the list.
Three are from Delaware: Robert Bruce Frye has retired
in Bethany Beach, Samuel Leonard Rieger lives in
Ocean View and Frank Leonard Schadt III lives in
Wilmington. The only one that I know is Bruce Frye who
has served as Chair of the Chem Vets.
Thanks for supporting ACS!

Off to Maine
Ed Adams, a DuPont Lifer, is coming out of retirement to
take a job in Maine. He will be the Organic Chemistry
Lab Supervisor, part of the Health and Environmental
Testing Laboratories which is part of Maine’s Center for
Disease Control and Prevention. No doubt he will be
focused on the health of lobsters! He starts on Tax Day,
April 15TH.
Ed has been serving as President of the Delaware
Academy of Chemical Sciences, a group of dedicated
chemists promoting public outreach and hoping to start a
Chemistry Museum and Outreach Center in Wilmington.
All we need is the money. If you can help, naming rights
are still available.
Norm Henry III will take over as President. Martha
Hollomon, now Secretary, will also take on the job of
treasurer. Ed will continue to serve as Board Member at
Large.

Independence Day, July 4TH
President Biden claims that it will be safe to hold keg
parties on this date. I proposed to our ACS President
H.N. Cheng that we rename this Redox Chemistry Day
in recognition of the countless explosions that occur on
that date. And please thank your Chinese friends,
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perhaps they are related to the chemist in China who
invented fireworks, centuries ago.
“The Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, Gene Editing,
and the Future of the Human Race.” This is the title of a
new book by Walter Isaacson, published by Simon
Schuster this year. It got a great review in the March 19
issue of Science magazine by George J. Aunas. I’ll add
it to my “must read” list.

Have a great summer, I hope you avoid Covid-19.
Al Denio, ACS Bulletin Contributor

Register Today!
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