
Dear ACS Members and Friends,

Happy and Joyful New Year! I hope that all of you had a safe and enjoyable holiday

season. I would like to thank you for electing me as your new ACS Delaware Chair. I am

looking forward to serving the diverse and energetic team of chemistry professionals

and leading the development of the Society in 2022.

As we start 2022, we need to continue to stay vigilant since Covid has not gone yet.

This  pandemic has affected almost everyone's lives in the past two years. We are

thankful for the chemistry that has played a vital role in the global fight against

Coronavirus including preventive measures based on chemical formulations,

understanding viral structure to pathogenesis, and development of vaccines and

therapies. It reminds me of the famous and relevant quote at this time from the third

US President Thomas Jefferson “Consider chemistry … among the most useful of sciences,

and big with future discoveries for the utility and safety of the human race”.

For our Delaware section this year, I am pleased to announce that the section website

has been transformed and enriched with relevant resources.

Click www.delawareacs.org to know more about the section, upcoming events,

activities, and awards. Feel free to contact me or any of the executive members  to

propose an activity, idea, suggestion or to volunteer. Your participation and voice will

continue to motivate us to improve and to do better. 

Our membership continues to grow and we will strive to increase the diversity of

events for members and participants. My goal this year would be to enhance

participation and visibility of chemists from diverse sectors such as educational and

research institutions, universities, industries and public sector organizations. We are

preparing to recognize the 2020 and 2021 Delaware Section Award winners and the

Tillmanns-Skolnik Service Award winner at events this spring.  Announcements will be

coming soon. We hope to organize a career event sometime in mid-year to work with

the chemist community more closely and be a resource for all.

I would like to thank the 2021 DE ACS Chair ‘Jing Qu’ for her dedication and

selflessness to continue the legacy of DE ACS. I would also like to thank all executive

committee members for their leadership and the success in improving the

involvement of our members and leading the section through the challenging times of

the COVID pandemic. I personally convey my special thanks to our section Directors

and Councilors for their knowledge and assistance in making this transition smooth. 

I’m grateful to board members for this opportunity and their belief in me to lead the

section in 2022. This is going to be another fantastic year for the Delaware Section of

the American Chemical Society. Chemists are helping to keep the torch burning.

DE ACS High School Teacher

of the Year Award


The Delaware Section of the American Chemical

Society wants to give a shout-out to all science

educators who are bringing science to their students

during these challenging times. You’ve found a way to

make hybrid learning work and your passion for

science and education is evident. 

Please consider nominating yourself or another science teacher for the Delaware ACS

High School Teacher award. This award is given annually to a teacher in chemistry and

related subjects (environmental, earth science, biochemistry, etc.), and it consists of a

$500 award to the teacher and an additional $500 award to their school. This award is

open to all schools within the state. The winner will be chosen by the Delaware ACS

Education Committee based on evidence of excellence in teaching.

The Nomination Form is Available Here.

You can also email the Education Committee Chair,

Rita Vasta, at rmvasta@aol.com to request a nomination form.

Nominations for the 2022 award will close June 30, 2022.

The new website for

Delaware ACS has launched !

delawareacs.org

Register Here!



 

The U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad

(USNCO) for Delaware

The 2022 National Chemistry Olympiad exam for the Delaware section of the ACS will

be held Wednesday, April 27, 2022, from 8 am to 2 pm at Archmere Academy. High

school chemistry teachers may nominate their top one or two chemistry students to

participate in this challenging exam. The exam includes a multiple choice section, a

free response calculations section, and a self-directed lab exercise. The USNCO

website lists eligibility requirements for students and posts copies of past exams.

There is no fee to participate in the event. If you are a high school chemistry teacher

and would like to nominate a student to participate, please contact Sharon Archer

at sarcher@archmereacademy.com.

USNCO Website

Career Corner

IFF Nutrition and Biosciences (formerly DuPont Nutrition and Biosciences) is looking

for contractual Microbiology Laboratory Technicians. These positions, for up to two

years, are located at the IFF building within the Dupont Experimental Station research

facility in Wilmington. The successful candidates will be responsible for assisting Ph.D.

level research scientists in various aspects of research programs in microbiology and

microbiome-related sciences. The field of application is probiotic and microbiome.

Under the guidance of a Principal Investigator, the Microbiology Lab Technician will

conduct experiments, complex technical operations, or information search/analysis

projects. They will also be responsible for the electronic documentation of their

experiments.

The successful candidates need to be willing to learn new techniques and technologies

and have the flexibility to carry out multiple assignments. The ability to work in a very

interactive team environment is required as is a passion for science and technology.

The work will involve one or more aspects of the following:

Enrichment and isolation of microbes from environmental, animal and human

samples

Genetic characterization of strain using molecular biology and bioinformatic

tools

Enzymatic assays

Use of high-through put techniques and robotics qualifications

B.S. or M.S. in microbiology, molecular biology, biochemistry or related field.

At least two years of laboratory research experience

Sterile techniques and experience in the isolation and cultivation of

microorganisms

Demonstrated knowledge of basic molecular biology, microbial genetic,

microbiology or biochemistry techniques

Knowledge and skills to conduct microbiology / biochemistry experimental work,

analyze and interpret the data, and suggest improvements

Demonstrated ability to adhere to protocols and produce precise

documentation of experimental work

Demonstrated capability to execute computer related tasks using standard

software such as MS Word, Excel, and equipment interfacing programs

Skills in planning experiments and time management

Demonstrated effective written and oral communication skills

Email Contact:  ritesh.kumar@iff.com

Website:  https://www.iff.com/careers
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ACS NATIONAL NEWS

Free Virtual Classroom

How to Use

Networking in Your

Job Search
Join ACS Career Consultants on

Thursday, February 17, at 12pm ET, for

the next complimentary Virtual

Classroom, "Networking: How to Get

Started," where you will learn how to

use networking to enhance your job

search. Explore the right questions to

ask and learn how to build a networking

plan to obtain your ideal job.

Register Today

ACS Bridge Project

Travel Award
Submit your application today for

the ACS Bridge Project Travel &

Professional Development Award to

receive up to $2,500 to cover fees

associated with online workshops,

courses, virtual events, and registration,

travel, and housing for the hybrid ACS

Spring 2022 meeting. The deadline for

applications is January 30.

Register Today

By Al Denio

A Better Year in 2022? 

University of Delaware Board of Trustees — I attended their meeting on campus on

December 7 (Pearl Harbor Day for people of my vintage). First time that I have worn a

coat and tie in six months! A highlight of the meeting was the award of the Medal of

Distinction to Chemistry Professor John L. Burmeister.

John joined the U.D faculty in 1964 with his PhD in Inorganic Chemistry from

Northwestern University. He served for 55 years, during which time he excelled in

many areas. In addition to teaching, research and a variety of university committees,

he was Associate Chair of the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry for many

years. Every year he published the Blue Hen Chemist to review all the happenings of

the Department. He was active in ACS and served as a Tour Speaker for many years. I

attended one such lectures in Wisconsin. John also was a great recruiter and signed up

many chem majors as ACS members. John is a man of many talents — hiker, biker and

he also sings in his church choir. It was a joy to attend this award presentation. 

Another medal was awarded to Chemical Engineering Professor Babatunde

Ogannaike. He holds a Chaired Professorship in Chem Engineering and is a former

Dean of the College of Engineering at UD. Other chemists present were Professors

Charles Riordan, Brian Bahnson and former Professor James Damewood. 

The Plastics Problem — You have certainly been made aware of our plastics recycling

problem. Our rivers, lakes and oceans have sadly become dumping grounds for a

variety of items made of a variety of polymers. Some in the environmental community

even have proposed a ban on such items! 

While I personally recycle all plastic waste, I readily recognize this worldwide problem.

However, let’s not forget the important role played by plastics in modern medicine. I

recently had cataract surgery and received a plastic lens. My other eye got such a lens

several years ago. 

Then in 2007, I had a detached retina — not a fun experience! Luckily my surgery went

well and I now have a silicone rubber band around my right eyeball. 

When I retired in 1996, I had a diagnosis of prostate cancer. I opted for surgery to get

rid of the problem. Eventually I got a plastic implant valve installed. 

If you do the math, I have four plastic implants, made possible by the wonders of

polymer chemistry! 

“Hunter of Land Mines Dies in Retirement”— This was the title of a recent article in

the N.Y. Times which noted the passing of a very small clever Analytical Chemist

named Magawa, Thanks to Anna Schaverien for the article. 

You may recall one of my earlier columns when he retired in 2020 and was awarded a

gold medal bestowed by the People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals, a British charity. 

Magawa was an African pouched rat who was part of the Hero initiative that trains rats

to detect landmines and tuberculosis. The rats are able to detect the odor of TNT from

land mines and unexploded ordnance, a major source of casualties in Cambodia.

Magawa detected over 100 landmines and unexploded ordnance. He could cover an

area the size of a tennis court in 30 minutes. A person with a metal detector would

require four days to cover the same area. 

I wonder if rats in Wilmington could be trained to locate illegal drugs? 

Thank You! — I appreciate the dedication of H.N. Cheng (ACS President during 2021),

Jing Qu, Chair for 2021 and Anuj Kumar, Chair for 2022. I was a Section Chair in

Wisconsin and realize the demands of the job. And thanks to all of the other officers

serving our Delaware Section! 




DE ACS Executive Committee
Meeting Minutes




Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society

Tuesday January 18, 2022 • Zoom

Respectfully submitted, Melanie Brennan

Section Chair, Anuj Kumar, called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.

OFFICER REPORTS

Chair’s Report:

Anuj began by introducing himself and then went down his list of Zoom

attendees to introduce themselves to the committee. Congratulations to all and

welcome to our new members!

The DelChem Bulletin for January is underway and Anuj asked if the committee

has anything to add. Rita suggested that a segment for high school chemistry

teachers be included in the bulletin, possibly with awards and recognitions. If

anyone hears of job openings that those could be included in the DelChem as

well. Anuj suggested highlights of the national ACS bulletin be included in our

section DelChem bulletin, which was well-received by the committee. Bulletins

should be distributed at the start of the month for the upcoming month but have

been delayed in recent months.

Anuj asked the committee about their preference for frequency of meetings. He

suggested we continue meeting monthly, perhaps on the third Tuesday of each

month at the same time (6-7pm). Typically, in past years the committee does not

meet in June or July due to the low number of attendees at the meetings.

Meetings would resume after summer vacations end around August.

On one virtual note, Anuj must click on “claim host” in the chat on Zoom or else

the meeting will kick everyone out.

Chair-Elect’s Report:

No report.

Past-Chair’s Report:

The new website for our DE Section is now up and running at delawareacs.org. A

big thank you to Jing for putting this all together for us!

Secretary’s Report:

Melanie is preparing information for the certification of executive committee

election results 2022. She is expecting an email from Flint Lewis, ACS Secretary

and General Counsel, which would abide by the bylaws. The Society's Bylaws

require that all local sections and divisions certify the names, addresses and

terms of their elected Councilors and Alternate Councilors each calendar year.

We would like to know how many members of the DE section we have in 2022,

so we will need to access the member roster on the new website.

Joe raised a question about the absence of our previous post office and P.O. box.

Melanie will contact the previous secretary, Miriam Putterman, to check on the

status of our P.O. box.

Meeting minutes should be formally written, approved by the committee, and

included in the DelChem Bulletin. In recent years with the pandemic, this has

been omitted.

Treasurer’s Report:

Joe distributed a proposed 2022 budget to the executive committee members.

Anuj suggested a further discussion about the proposed budget because he is

concerned about the proposed expenditure. Joe explained that the proposed

budget includes items which will likely not occur, so not all expenditures will be

withdrawn from our accounts. Especially considering the continuing Covid-19

pandemic, it is highly likely we will not reach the proposed expenditure. 

It was noted that ACS DE has a MARM account with some income associated with

it. This account has not been touched to date, and it was suggested that this

account be used for something beneficial. Further discussion is needed about

our accounts in the next meeting. 

In a previous year (2020 or 2021 perhaps), it is thought that the executive

committee voted to approve a budget item for teachers but that this has not

been included to date. Andi noted that awards this year will have to be doubled

in the budget, because awards for both 2022 and 2021 will need to be sent out

this year. Andi will email Joe an estimate for these expenses.

A question was raised whether the executive committee previously voted against

sending calligraphy letters of awards via Living Letters. This may be a topic of

future discussion or possibly a revote. 

Jing mentioned that the ACS DE section is currently paying $99/month for

website maintenance via Idolize Design. Due to the high cost, it was suggested

that the committee search for an alternative service or that a committee

member take on this task themselves.

Director’s Report:

Rob has established an email list for the executive committee as well as a Google

drive for sharing documents.  

Erin will contact Maggie and check that her listed email is valid. Erin noted that

DuPont leadership has expressed interest in having employees involved in ACS

DE section events and news. It was suggested that we could hold a virtual event

to recruit new members to the ACS DE section, because past events have been

successful.

Rob pointed out that currently we do not have any events scheduled for ACS DE

section. It was suggested that we plan a virtual event for February and Rob

offered to help Anuj find a speaker for this event.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES & RELATED GROUPS

Awards:

Nora informed the committee that the Carothers awardee for 2021 has been

selected. The idea of a spring banquet was mentioned. Andi indicated that

awardees for the 2020 and 2021 Delaware Section Awards have been

notified. An announcement will be forthcoming.

Education:

Anuj has contacted the Science Olympiad coordinator, Sharon Archer. Andi

provided some typical details about Science Olympiad in Delaware, such as

Delaware does not hold a state competition only a national competition due to

Delaware’s small size. Each school in Delaware can have its teachers nominate

two students for Science Olympiad and we want to ensure that this is

communicated to the teachers. This event is typically held in late March or April,

so it is a good time to reach out and communicate to teachers about

nominations. Rita will follow up on this and email Anuj to include this in our

DelChem bulletin.

A question was raised if the ACS DE section has a LinkedIn and Facebook

account. Erin volunteered to take the lead and make them operational. 
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Old Business:

None

New Business:

None

The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 P.M.

Executive Committee Members & Committee Chairs Present:

Anuj Kumar, Zhen Yang, Jing Qu, Melanie Brennan, Joseph Izzo, Erin Kennedy,

Robert Mishur, John Gavenonis, Martha Hollomon, Kim Huynh-Ba, Nora Radu,

Andrea Martin, Rita Vasta



Executive Committee Members & Committee Chairs Absent:

Maggie Schooler
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