
Dear ACS Members and Friends, 

At the present time, the development of scientific communities, including
organizations like the American Chemical Society (ACS), has been significantly
influenced by information technology (IT). Especially after COVID, a lot of things
changed; we need to formulate new ideas to develop our organization and encourage
more people to become involved in it. Here are some ways in which scientific
communities have evolved and adapted:

Online Communication and Collaboration: The internet and IT tools have
made it easier for scientists to communicate and collaborate with colleagues
worldwide. We will more and more use the online platforms and forums to
exchange ideas, share research and collaborate on projects. 

Electronic Journals and Publications: The transition from print to electronic
journals and publications has been a major development. The digital access to
research articles can be quickly disseminated and accessed by researchers
globally.
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Data Sharing and Repositories: IT has facilitated the sharing and storage of
scientific data. Many scientific societies have established data repositories
where researchers can upload and access datasets, promoting transparency
and reproducibility in research.
 
Online Conferences and Webinars: Scientific conferences and meetings have
increasingly moved online, allowing scientists to participate in events from
anywhere in the world. This not only reduces travel costs but also lowers the
carbon footprint of such events.
 
Online Education and Training: Scientific societies have embraced e-learning
platforms to provide members with access to training, webinars and
educational resources. This enables continuous professional development and
skill-building.
 
Social Media and Networking: IT has facilitated networking within scientific
communities through platforms like LinkedIn, Twitter and ResearchGate.
Scientists can connect with peers, share updates and discover new research
trends.
 
Big Data and Computational Tools: The IT age has enabled the handling and
analysis of large datasets, leading to breakthroughs in fields like computational
chemistry. Scientific societies often provide resources and tools to help
researchers leverage these capabilities.
 
Citizen Science and Public Engagement: IT tools have made it easier for
scientific societies to engage the public and involve citizen scientists in research
projects. Online platforms can help recruit volunteers and gather data from a
broader audience.
 
Scientific Publishing Ethics: Digital technology has also raised issues related to
scientific publishing ethics, such as plagiarism detection and addressing
predatory journals. Scientific societies have a role in setting and enforcing
ethical standards in publishing.
 
Virtual Communities and Special Interest Groups: IT has enabled the
creation of virtual communities and special interest groups within scientific
societies, allowing members to connect with others who share their specific



research interests.
Overall, the information technology age has transformed the way scientific
communities like the American Chemical Society operate. These societies have
embraced digital tools to enhance communication, collaboration, education, and
research, making science more accessible and efficient in the modern era.

DELAWARE ACS

2023 OFFICER ELECTIONS

We are currently soliciting nominations for the positions of secretary,
treasurer, alternate councilors (3), director and 2024 chair-elect. Interested

candidates should send a headshot and short bio to
Section chair Zhen Yang at delawareacs+chair@gmail.com.

 

_________________________________



Dr. Ke Li
CANDIDATE FOR CHAIR-ELECT
 
Dr. Ke Li received his BS degree in Chemistry
from Jilin University and his PhD degree in
Organic Chemistry from New York University.
He conducted his postdoctoral research at The
Scripps Research Institute with Phil Baran. After
the postdoc training, Dr. Li spent
approximately nine years in Central Research
and Development at DuPont Experimental
Station. He has spent the last 15 years working
in Delaware, including a two-year sabbatical in
the Bay Area during the pandemic. He is
currently the vice president for vaccine
development at Uvax Bio in Newark, Delware.
He is a strong advocate for STEM education
and promotes industry and academia
collaborations.

_________________________________

Dr. Rita M. Vasta
ALTERNATE COUNCILOR CANDIDATE
 
The American Chemical Society (ACS) is an
integral part of my professional life. I joined as
a student affiliate in undergraduate school and
continued membership as a chemist and
educator. As a member of the Delaware
Section of the ACS, my activities support K-12
education in Delaware. Our section is
continuing to recognize chemistry teaching at
the secondary and college level and expanding



to identifying mentors to assist high school
chemistry teachers. The position of alternate
councilor continues the section’s support of
education and business professionals.

_________________________________

Jasmine Smith
CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY
 
Jasmine Smith has been a proud member of
the American Chemical Society since 2009. She
graduated from Delaware State University in
2012 with her bachelors in chemistry and the
University of Delaware in 2021 with her
masters in applied statistics. She spent the first
six and a half years of her career as an
analytical chemist testing environmental
samples before transitioning to Chemours
where she is currently a business marketing
leader. In her spare time, she enjoys reading,
spending time with friends and family and
being outdoors.

_________________________________

Sophie Siek
CANDIDATE FOR TREASURER
 
Sopheavy Siek is a technical proposal writer
with more than two years of experience
working alongside the commercial team and
more than five years experience as a synthetic



chemist at Adesis Inc. She graduated from
Temple University with a bachelor’s degree in
chemistry and received a doctoral degree in
inorganic chemistry from the University of
Alabama in 2017. She was born and raised in
Cambodia. In her free time, she likes to cook,
hike and travel.

Plastics Chemistry Event
 
On August 12, 2023, the Plastics Chemistry
Event “Fun with Plastics” was held at the Hagley
Museum outside of the historical power
station. This event was sponsored in part by
the Philadelphia Society of Plastics Engineers.



 

There were tables set up with hands-on demonstrations looking at the
beauty of polymers, glitter beads and a new self-guided table exploring the
chemistry, structure and properties of the materials we encounter every
day. This new table allowed the volunteers to choose a piece in the box
they gravitated towards: a plastics board game, a molecular model kit and a
bottle with interesting history. The volunteer could talk about what the
plastic in the item was, discuss patterns in plastic design or discuss
something interesting.

Ultimately, the highlight of the event is surely the live demonstration by Dr.
T educating the audience about the science of these plastics.

Please check out our social media outlets for videos of this event and some
of Dr. T’s lesson about polymers and what happens when they are stressed,
strained, heated or cooled!

 
 Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting

Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society

Friday, August 4, 2023 • Zoom



Chair Zhen Yang called the meeting to order at 12:04 P.M.
Respectfully submitted, Jasmine Smith

 
Chair’s Report:

Still seeking candidates for director and alternate councilors. Election is urgent —
nothing else should happen until it is complete as it is against bylaws and

agreement with nationals. Those seeking to run for position should submit bio
and headshot to Zhen to get posted on website and Delchem bulletin.  

 
Chair-Elect’s Report, Past-Chair’s Report,

Secretary’s Report, Treasurer’s Report, and Director’s Report:
No report.

 
 

Reports of Committees and Related Groups:
Awards:

Three candidates for HS teaching award nominations. Recommendation is to
award all 3 candidates for 2023. Motion passed to triple budget line for award
(each teacher receives $250, each school receives $250; would increase budget

to $1,500). Secretary to get information from teachers and send an email to each
of the three winners.

 
Education:

State of Delaware is losing teachers who cannot pass the Praxis chemistry exam.
Section is looking to mentor teachers to pass the praxis exam. ACS science

coaches can support. Deadline to register as a science coach is 9/1.
 

Government Affairs:
Committee has been in contact with Senator Carper’s office and are planning to

meet with him in October. Also, in contact with Representative Lisa Blunt-
Rochester’s office. Waiting to hear back from Senator Coon’s office. 

 
Old Business:

USNCO DE awardees to be mailed certificates and awards.
 

New Business:
NCW is October 28th to be potentially be held at Claymont Community Center
for $300. Alternative is at John Dickinson School. Theme will be “The Healing

Power of Chemistry”.
 

Procedures manual files are 20 years old and need to be revised and updated.



Each officer needs to review respective duties to present to executive committee
to vote on. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 P.M.

 
Officers and Councilors Present:

Zhen Yang, Robert Mishur, Martha Holloman, Jasmine Smith, Andi Martin, Erin
Kennedy, Rita Vasta

 
Guests Present:

Sergio Nanita
 

Officers and Councilors Absent:
John Gavenonis, Zhenzhen Dong, Melanie Brennan, Sophie Siek, Joseph Izzo, Kim

Huynh-Ba, Anuj Kumar, Maggie Schooler, Nora Radu, Jing Qu
 

Visit the Delaware ACS website
for the latest section news!

 delawareacs.org 



Visit us on social media—
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