
Dear ACS Members and Friends, 

Autumn is harvest season for farmers. Chemists don't have a "harvest season" in the

same way that farmers do because we work in laboratories and not in fields. But the

concept of a "fruitful harvest season" can be metaphorically applied to the work of

chemists in a different way. As chemists, we can realize productive and successful

projects by taking into account the following: 

1. Research Planning: Chemists can plan our research projects and experiments

effectively. This involves setting clear goals, defining research questions and

developing a well-thought-out experimental plan.

2. Resource Management: Proper management of resources, including

chemicals, equipment and personnel, is essential. Ensuring that everything is in

place and organized can lead to a more productive season.

3. Skill Development: Continuous learning and skill development are crucial for

chemists. Staying up to date with the latest techniques and technologies can

enhance productivity.

4. Collaboration: Collaborating with other researchers—both within and outside

our field of expertise—can lead to fruitful results. Sharing knowledge can open

new avenues for research.

5. Data Analysis: Thorough data analysis and interpretation are essential for

making meaningful discoveries. Chemists should be proficient in data analysis

software and statistical methods.

6. Publication and Communication: Sharing our findings through publications

and presentations is an important aspect of a chemist's work. Effective

communication can lead to recognition and collaboration opportunities.

7. Safety and Ethical Considerations: Maintaining a safe working environment

and adhering to ethical guidelines are fundamental for any chemist's success.

8. Funding and Grants: Securing research funding is crucial for carrying out

experiments and studies. Chemists should actively seek and apply for grants to

support their work.

9. Innovation and Creativity: Thinking outside the box and exploring new ideas

can lead to breakthroughs in chemistry. Being innovative and creative can make

a chemist's work more effective.

10. Evaluation and Feedback: Regularly evaluating the progress of research and

seeking feedback from peers and mentors can help chemists make necessary

adjustments and improvements.

Wishing you all a very fruitful harvest season in your careers as chemists!

DELAWARE ACS OFFICER ELECTIONS

MEET OUR CANDIDATES
_____________________________________________________

Dr. Ke Li
CANDIDATE FOR CHAIR-ELECT

Dr. Ke Li received his BS degree in chemistry

from Jilin University and his PhD degree in

organic chemistry from New York University.

He conducted his postdoctoral research at The

Scripps Research Institute with Phil Baran.

After the postdoc training, Dr. Li spent

approximately nine years in Central Research

and Development at DuPont Experimental

Station. He has spent the last 15 years working

in Delaware, including a two-year sabbatical in

the Bay area during the pandemic. He is

currently the vice president for vaccine

development at Uvax Bio in Newark, Delaware.

He is a strong advocate for STEM education

and promotes industry and academia

collaborations.

Dr. Rita M. Vasta
ALTERNATE COUNCILOR CANDIDATE

The American Chemical Society (ACS) is an

integral part of my professional life. I joined as

a student affiliate in undergraduate school and

continued membership as a chemist and

educator. As a member of the Delaware

Section of the ACS, my activities support K-12

education in Delaware. Our section is

continuing to recognize chemistry teaching at

the secondary and college level and expanding

to identifying mentors to assist high school

chemistry teachers. The position of alternate

councilor continues the section’s support of

education and business professionals.

Anuj Kumar, Ph.D., PMP
CANDIDATE FOR DIRECTOR

Anuj Kumar is working as a program manager

at the Delaware Department of Natural

Resources and Environmental Control. He

received his master’s degree from Pantnagar

Agriculture University in India. He went on to

earn his Ph.D. in environmental chemistry and

technology from the Institute of Chemical

Technology in the Czech Republic. Dr. Kumar

has worked as a staff scientist at the

Innovation Campus Delaware, Air Liquide, USA

for about ten years where he's led a variety of

Air Liquide’s R&D projects, most commonly

associated with automotive emission testing

and regulations and sustainable sourcing for

CO2.

Prior to Air Liquide, he held the position of

Group Manager at the New Mexico State

University where he led DOE projects for site

and environmental monitoring in Carlsbad. He

focused his research on air quality, particularly

volatile organic compound emissions and

ozone formation potential during his work as a

postdoc fellow with the University of California

at Davis. He has been a member of the

American Chemical Society since 2009 and

served as a DE section chair for 2022. He has

served as a chair of the DE ACS section during

CY 2022 and alternate councilor in 2023.

Jasmine Smith
CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY

Jasmine Smith has been a proud member of

the American Chemical Society since 2009. She

graduated from Delaware State University in

2012 with her bachelor's in chemistry and the

University of Delaware in 2021 with her

master's in applied statistics. She spent the

first six and a half years of her career as an

analytical chemist testing environmental

samples before transitioning to Chemours,

where she is currently a business marketing

leader. In her spare time, she enjoys reading,

spending time with friends and family and

being outdoors.

Sophie Siek
CANDIDATE FOR TREASURER

Sopheavy Siek is a technical proposal writer

with more than two years of experience

working alongside the commercial team and

more than five years of experience as a

synthetic chemist at Adesis Inc. She graduated

from Temple University with a bachelor’s

degree in chemistry and received a doctoral

degree in inorganic chemistry from the

University of Alabama in 2017. She was born

and raised in Cambodia. In her free time, she

likes to cook, hike and travel.

Our election e-roster will be sent out soon!

DE ACS November
Section Meeting
Tuesday, November 17 6:30-8:30 PM
DoubleTree by Hilton, 4727 Concord
Pike, Wilmington DE 19803
$10 for members/non-members

BUY TICKETS HERE

DE ACS November Section Meeting Schedule:
6:30-7:00 Reception with Hors d'Oeuvres
7:00-7:30 Recognition of College Student Awards and Blunt Scholarship Winner
7:30-8:30 Presentation by Dr. Loyd Bastin, Widener University Departments of
Chemistry and Biochemistry, "Oh, the places you’ll go! From small town
Kentucky to green chemist in Philadelphia."

This talk will share my journey from growing up in a small town in Kentucky, to my
decision to pursue a career in academia, to my decision to refocus my career on
green chemistry and sustainability.  This talk will highlight work done in collaboration
with undergraduate research students during the past twelve years. Our work has led
to the creation of new laboratory experiments for the second-year organic chemistry
course, the redesign of our sophomore organic chemistry lab to involve students in
the greening and research process, and the creation of a new senior-level chemistry
course in green synthesis and spectroscopy. I will discuss how these pedagogical
projects have evolved into fundamental research projects exploring the greener
synthesis of pharmaceuticals and how the research process has been embedded
into course work to further involve undergraduate students in green chemistry
research.  Additionally, I will discuss how the greening of the chemistry curriculum
also led to a number of faculty and student-led operational changes for the
department and university. 

Dr. Loyd Bastin holds a B.A. in chemistry from the University of Kentucky and a
Ph.D. in organic chemistry from the University of Washington. He is currently the
Associate Dean of Science, a professor of chemistry and biochemistry, and
coordinator of undergraduate research at Widener University, where he has taught
organic chemistry, biochemistry and sustainability since 2004. His current area of
research is the development of greener methods for synthesizing pharmaceuticals
and the development of new greener laboratory experiments for the undergraduate
chemistry curriculum.  He has several peer-reviewed articles and book chapters
discussing the incorporation of sustainability, environmental justice, political
advocacy and green chemistry into the curriculum. He has co-edited the book
Integration of Green and Sustainability Chemistry Principles into Education and two
special issues on Advances in Green Chemistry Education in Green Chemistry
Letters and Reviews. 

Chison Chukwuemeka
I'm a fourth-year undergraduate student

majoring in chemistry health professions with

a minor in biology at Delaware State

University. My passion for medicine has driven

me to volunteer as a medical scribe, conduct

medical research abroad and intern in HPLC

analysis for breast cancer. Beyond academics, I

enjoy traveling, cooking and fitness. I'm

dedicated to improving healthcare access for

underserved communities and aspire to make

a meaningful impact in medicine through hard

work, empathy and my Clifton strengths:

Learner, Analytical, Empathy, Responsibility,

and Achiever.

Chia-Chun Chen
People usually call me Chia. I’m a senior

majoring in chemistry at the University of

Delaware and I will be graduating with a B.S.

degree in spring 2024. Since I saw many people

including me are suffering from migraines, I

want to be a neurologist to help people with

migraines. I love chemistry because it is a

versatile and powerful subject, and I believe

my chemistry background will be able to

support me well while I dive deeper into the

medical field. However, instead of applying and

getting straight into medical school, I would

like to take a gap year and work as a chemist

to enjoy doing some more chemistry right after

college graduation.

Miyu Mudalamane
Hello, I am Miyu Mudalamane, a senior

chemical engineering major from Hockessin,

Delaware studying at the University of

Delaware with minors in biochemical

engineering and sustainable energy

technologies. I am currently a part of the

Kunjapur Lab at UD, where I do research in the

synthetic biology field. During my time there, I

have worked on two main projects focused on

safer and more environmentally-friendly ways

to synthesize two valuable classes of

compounds: nitroaromatics and aromatic

aldehydes.

Traditional synthesis of nitroaromatics produces hazardous acidic waste

streams, and chemical synthesis of aromatic aldehydes is complex and

often relies on non-renewable petroleum feedstocks. Biosynthetic routes

could ameliorate these issues; thus, my research has focused on

bioengineering microbes designed to produce key nitroaromatic and

aromatic aldehyde compounds.

After graduation, I plan to pursue a doctorate in chemical engineering,

during which I hope to continue working on the sustainable synthesis of

organics using the synthetic biology toolkit. I originally became a chemical

engineer because I was good at math and chemistry. As I have progressed

through my chemical engineering degree, I have found more and more

reasons to stay a chemical engineer. The most prominent of those reasons

has been the role chemical engineers play in the environment. On top of

climate change mitigation, chemical engineers have an important role in

designing and operating processes to make everything from plastics to

toothpaste, all while avoiding damage to the surrounding populations and

environment. I’ve developed a passion for this “green engineering” aspect

of chemical engineering. What makes chemical engineering especially

exciting is that my contributions as a chemical engineer have the potential

to make a large impact, furthering progress toward a greener future.

Rachel Zaborsky
BLUNT SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

Hello, my name is Rachel Zaborsky and I am

currently a second-year full-time student at

Delaware Technical Community College. My

major is chemistry with a math concentration. I

plan on advancing in my studies and eventually

going for a bachelor's in biochemistry. This

subject has always fascinated me and my

interest has helped me do well in learning

chemistry so far. I hope to one day contribute

to new laboratory research.

Sweet Revenge on
Cancer
Tuesday, October 17 
6:00 - 8:00 PM EDT
Science History Institute
315 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Nobel laureate and Stanford
professor Carolyn Bertozzi
presents the 2023 Ullyot Public
Affairs Lecture.

National Chemistry
Week
Saturday, October 28
2:00 - 4:00 EDT
Claymont Community Center
3301 Green St.
Claymont, DE 19703

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Delaware needs chemistry teachers!

Are you a student studying for the Praxis Subject Assessment test in chemistry? Do
you want to help train students to be great chemistry educators? The Delaware ACS
is looking to connect students studying for the Praxis Subject Assessment test with
qualified tutors. If you are in need of a tutor, or wish to volunteer to tutor a student,

please contact DE ACS Secretary Jasmine Smith at jasmine.smith@chemours.com.

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting

Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society

Tuesday, September 19, 2023 • Zoom

Chair Zhen Yang called the meeting to order at 7:34 P.M.

Chair’s Report:

Election will begin at end of September to run through October. Results will be

announced in November.

Chair-Elect’s Report:

No report.

Past-Chair’s Report:

No report.

Secretary’s Report:

The section has received requests to participate in local university career fairs. As

relationships are being built, we hope to solicit volunteers from the schools for

NCW. 

Treasurer’s Report:

No report.

Director’s Report:

No report.

Councilor’s Report:

Leadership Institute will be held January 26-28, 2024 in Atlanta. Will vote next

month to appropriate funds for DE representation and attendance. 

Reports of Committees and Related Groups:

Awards:
Will recognize Blunt scholarship awards and high school teachers late October /

early November.

Education:
No report.

Government Affairs:
No report.

Old Business:

NCW will be held on Saturday, 10/28 at the Claymont Community Center from

12:00 - 4:00. Supplies have been ordered (~200 bags).

Executive committee should be making progress on procedures manual files and

send updates to Andi Martin.

New Business:

No report.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 P.M.

Officers and Councilors Present:

Zhen Yang, Robert Mishur, Martha Holloman, Jasmine Smith, Sophie Siek,

Zhenzhen Dong, and Anuj Kumar

Guests Present:

None.

Officers and Councilors Absent:

John Gavenonis, Melanie Brennan, Joseph Izzo, Kim Huynh-Ba, Maggie Schooler,

Nora Radu, Jing Qu, Rita Vasta, and Erin Kennedy

Respectfully submitted,
Jasmine Smith

Visit the Delaware ACS website
for the latest section news!

delawareacs.org
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