
Dear Delaware ACS Section Members and Friends,

Chemists have long been associated with laboratory work. Traditionally, their roles

encompassed research, analysis, and experimentation. However, the field has

evolved, presenting chemists with diverse career options beyond the laboratory. 

My personal journey embodies this transition. As a bench chemist, I spent 20 years

immersed in the intricacies of experimental design and analysis. While the laboratory

provided a fertile ground for scientific exploration, I found myself yearning for a role

that allowed me to apply my knowledge in a broader context. This realization led me

to explore business development and marketing as a viable career path. 

The transition was not without its challenges. However, the skills acquired in the

laboratory, such as problem-solving, critical thinking, and attention to detail,

seamlessly translated into the business landscape. Networking became a crucial

aspect, as I learned to build relationships with stakeholders across industries, creating

opportunities for collaboration and growth. My friends and family provide

tremendous support for this transition and books such as “The First 90 Days” provide

invaluable guidance and strategies that further fortify my position in this exciting new

venture. 

Chemists today have various career paths to explore, each offering unique

challenges and opportunities. Here are 10 examples: 

1. Research and Development (R&D): For those passionate about groundbreaking

discoveries, R&D is a classic choice. Chemists in R&D roles work on innovative projects,

pushing the boundaries of scientific knowledge 

2. Academia: Many chemists find fulfillment in academia, contributing to the

education and mentorship of future scientists. Teaching and conducting research in

universities or research institutions allow chemists to share their expertise 

3. Pharmaceuticals and Drug Development: In the pharmaceutical industry,

chemists play a crucial role in developing new drugs. From medicinal chemistry to

drug formulation, this path offers a chance to impact healthcare on a global scale 

4. Environmental Chemistry: Addressing pressing global issues, environmental

chemists focus on studying and mitigating the impact of human activities on the

environment. This path allows chemists to contribute to sustainability and

conservation efforts 

5. Forensic Science: Combining analytical skills with problem-solving, forensic

chemists work in crime laboratories, analyzing evidence to support criminal

investigations. It's a field where attention to detail is paramount 

6. Quality Control and Assurance: In industries like manufacturing, chemists ensure

the quality and safety of products. This career path involves implementing and

maintaining quality standards and regulatory compliance 

7. Chemical Engineering: Transitioning from pure chemistry, chemical engineers

apply principles to design and optimize processes for large-scale production,

contributing to fields like energy, materials, and manufacturing 

8. Science Communication: Some chemists excel in communicating complex

scientific concepts to the public through writing, journalism, or education outreach.

This path helps bridge the gap between scientists and the general audience 

9. Business Development and Management: As seen in my example, chemists can

transition into business development, using their technical expertise to drive

innovation, forge partnerships, and contribute to the commercialization of scientific

discoveries. 

10. Consulting: Offering their expertise to businesses, governments, or research

institutions, consulting chemists provide strategic advice, solve problems, and

contribute to decision-making processes 

Embracing these diverse career paths allows chemists to explore their interests,

leverage their skills, and make a meaningful impact in various industries. Whether it's

unraveling the mysteries of the natural world, developing life-saving drugs, or

ensuring the quality of products, the possibilities for chemists are as vast and varied

as the field itself. 

Warm Regards, 

Call for
Nominations
for Section Officers,
Councilors,
& Alternate
Councilors 

The Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society is looking for candidates for

local section officers to run in the late spring/early summer elections. The term would

begin in January 1, 2025. 

If you or someone you know is interested in running for the following positions, please

contact Chair Zhenzhen Dong, by email at Zhenzhen_dong@pharmablock.com. The

deadline for submission of materials is April 1, 2024. You will meet great people in the

ACS Delaware section. We are looking forward to your participation! 

CHAIR ELECT position, 1-year term. The Chair-Elect is to become familiar with the

current affairs of the Section in order to appoint committee for the next year when the

Chair-Elect will be Chair. The Chair Elect assists the Chair with the management of the

section and represents the Chair in their absence. 

DIRECTOR position, 3-year term. Directors, as members of the Executive Committee,

participate in the formulation of policy for the Section by providing advice and counsel

to the officers and chairs of committees. Directors, through the initiative of the

Executive Committee or in response to requests from the Chair, may assume various

specific duties, which may either be ad hoc or continuing in nature. Typically, a

member who serves as a Director would be a strong supporter of the objectives of the

Section and would have served previously in other capacities. 

COUNCILOR position, 3-year term. Councilors represent the Delaware Section at

National Council Meetings of the American Chemical Society. The National Council is

the deliberative assembly of the National ACS. Duties include: nominating members of

the office for ACS President-elect; electing Directors-at-Large, members of the Council

Policy Committee (the executive committee of the National Council), the Committee

on Committees, and the committee on Nominations and Elections; nominating

members for the offices of District Directors; studying, recommending, and acting on

all activities of direct and indirect interest to the members of ACS, including the setting

of ACS annual dues; advising the ACS Board of Directors on matters concerning the

management of the Society; influencing decisions for which the ACS Board has

responsibility; chartering Local Sections and Divisions; and amending the Constitution

and Bylaws of the Society. More details can be found at:

http://www.delawareacs.org/documents. 

ALTERNATE COUNCILOR position, 3-year term. Alternate Councilors follow the

activities of the Councilors. Alternate councilors and/or temporary substitute

councilors may be chosen to represent the section at ACS Council meetings in the

absence of the elected councilor(s). 

 

Description of ACS Local Section Officers' responsibiities
are available here 

 

Delaware ACS Announcement
Are you an undergrad trying to decide your next steps? A graduate student looking to

make connections? How about an industry professional trying to make connections

with the next generations of chemists? Come join us for the Delaware ACS's

networking event hosted by the Younger Chemist Committee (YCC) at Iron Hill

Brewery. 

Interested in joining YCC, identifies the needs and concerns of younger chemists and

develop programs responsive to their needs; facilitates professional networking

among younger chemists?

 

For more information, email John Mason 

The US National Chemistry Olympiad (USNCO)
for Delaware 
The 2024 National Chemistry Olympiad local exam for the Delaware section of the ACS

will be held on Saturday, March 16 at Archmere Academy. All students who want to

participate in this exam must be registered with ACS HERE.

The top 10 students from the local exam will be selected for the national exam in April

at Archmere.

The 2023 Team USA won

four medals at the 55th

IChO 

L to R: Anurag Sodhi (gold),

Mingwen Duan (silver),

Phoenix Wu

 

Carothers
Awards Banquet 
Save the date! We will be holding our

Carothers awards banquet on Tuesday,

April 30th at the DuPont Country Club.

Join us to celebrate the amazing work of

Barbara Minor and Dr. Rajiv Singh. 

ACS MARM Call for Abstracts! 
“Communicating Science” 

Organizers: ACS Committee on Public Relations and Communications (CPRC) 

What: ACS CPRC Symposium “Communicating Science” 

When: June 5-8 2024, symposium date TBD 

Where: Mid-Atlantic Regional ACS meeting, “MARM 2024” University Park, PA 

This symposium is a chance to show fellow scientists how you deploy resources and

convey enthusiasm for chemistry and closely related sciences to diverse audiences

within and outside of chemistry. 

Explore this opportunity! 

 

MARM 2024 General Information 

View the MARM program and submit your abstracts at ACS MAPS, open now until early

March. 

The Public Relations and Communications Committee of ACS encourages you and

your colleagues and trainees to submit your work today to this MARM 2024

symposium about communicating the value of chemical sciences. 

“Science communication and public outreach are most effective when they are clear and

vivid—clear to make sure that the message is understood and vivid to capture and keep the

audience’s attention.” — Preston MacDougall, 2023 CPRC Chair, C&EN 

Dr. Barbara Ameer, ACS CPRC 
Princeton Section of ACS:

Alternate Councilor,

Past Chair Honorary Regent and Fellow

of Clinical Pharmacology,

FCP Consultant, Adjunct Associate

Professor, Rutgers 

Email: b4chemistry@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Scott R. Goode 
2024 Chair of ACS CPRC 

Fellow of the American Chemical

Society, ACSF 

Distinguished Professor Emeritus,

University of South Carolina 

Email: Goode@sc.edu 

HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE TEACHER APPLICANTS 

Do you know a high school science teacher who has a passion for furthering science

by inspiring students to love science?

This is your chance to nominate someone (or yourself) for a high school science

teacher award! Teachers of science including health sciences, forensic science, and

environmental science as well as physical science, biology, chemistry, and physics are

welcomed. The awardee and the school each receive $250 and a

presentation with the Delaware Section of the

American Chemical Society. Nominations are open until June 30, 2024 

Access the application here

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting

Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society

Monday, February 12, 2024 • Zoom

Chair Zhenzhen Dong called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M.

 

Chair’s Report: 

No report.

 

Chair-Elect’s Report:

No report.

Past-Chair’s Report:

No report.

 

Secretary’s Report:

Before Hurricane Ida, the chapter had a PO box that was not kept up with since

then. The executive board has voted to reopen the mailbox. Secretary has

designated Rita Vasta to regularly check mailboxes. In addition, the secretary will

connect with the Delaware Foundation for Science and Math Education to share

calendars. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:

The budget passed unanimously and submitted. 

 

Strategic retreat funds have been deposited in the account. 

Director’s Report:

No report.

 

Reports of Committees and Related Groups:

Awards:
The committee is working to submit MARM nominations before the March and

April deadlines. 

 

Education:
The science contact at the Department of Education is out of office and will likely

be retiring soon. Tutoring is on hold for now. 

Government Affairs:
No update.

 

Old Business:
None.

 

YCC: 
At the next YCC event at UD, DE ACS will be invited to attend to encourage

networking and collaboration. This will be an opportunity to garner interest in

younger chemists and boost local membership. 

 

Officers and Councilors Present:
Zhenzhen Dong, Jasmine Smith, Ke Li, Sopheavy Siek, Sergio Nanita, Anna

Sigmon, Anuj Kumar, John Mason, Zhen Yang, Martha Hollomon, Rita Vasta, John

Gavenonis 

Guests Present:
None.

 

Respectfully submitted,
Jasmine Smith

 

Visit the Delaware ACS website
for the latest section news!

 delawareacs.org 

Visit us on social media:
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