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Dear Delaware ACS Section Members and Friends, 

As the holiday season approaches, I find myself reflecting on the incredible year we’ve had together in 

the Delaware ACS. Thanksgiving and Christmas remind us of the importance of community, gratitude, 

and the joy of giving, values that resonate deeply within our scientific and professional lives. 

This year has been a testament to the power of collaboration and dedication. Together, we have 

celebrated the achievements of our members, advanced the mission of chemistry, and inspired the next 

generation of scientists. From the engaging events during National Chemistry Week to the 

thought-provoking discussions in our Strategic retreat, the Delaware ACS has exemplified the spirit of 

innovation and inclusivity. 

As my term as Chair comes to a close, I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to each of you. Your 

participation, whether through volunteering, attending events, or contributing to our initiatives, has 

been instrumental in making 2024 a memorable year. 

I am excited to pass the torch to our incoming Chair, Dr. Ke Li, whose vision and leadership will 

undoubtedly propel our section to new heights. I look forward to supporting Dr. Li and the Delaware ACS 

in my role as Past-Chair, continuing to advocate for the advancement of chemistry and the growth of 

our vibrant community. Read more MEET OUR NEW & RE-ELECTED OFFICERS 

As we look ahead to 2025, I am confident that the Delaware ACS will continue to be a hub for scientific 

discovery, professional development, and meaningful connections. Let us carry forward the momentum 

of this year, embracing the opportunities that lie ahead with the same enthusiasm and commitment 

that have defined our section. 

During this festive season, I encourage you to take a moment to appreciate the chemistry that 

surrounds us—whether it’s in the warmth of a holiday meal, the sparkle of festive decorations, or the 

bonds we share with colleagues and friends. Chemistry truly connects us all, in ways both profound and 

personal. Read more Winter Celebrations 



Wishing you and your loved ones a Merry Christmas, and a New Year filled with health, happiness, and 

discovery. 

Warm Regards, 

Zhenzhen Dong & Delaware-ACS Executive Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Delaware Local Section Leaders Attend Congressional Chemistry Caucus Event on Capitol 

Hill 

 
Washington, D.C. – On September 17, Councilor John Gavenonis and Director Rob Mishur from the 

Delaware Local Section Government Affairs Committee attended the Congressional Chemistry Caucus 

meeting in the Hart Senate Office Building on Capitol Hill.  This event was co-sponsored by the 

American Chemical Society (ACS), Brewers Association, American Chemistry Council (ACC), and the 

National Association of Chemical Distributors (NACD), and in coordination with the Congressional 

Chemistry Caucus.  Our very own Senator Chris Coons (D-DE) provided remarks that underscored the 

importance of chemistry in the national and local economies.  Senators John Hickenlooper (D-CO) and 

Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) joined Senator Coons at the event.  Simon Herriott, President for Health 

and Biosciences for International Flavors & Fragrances, shared insights about the latest innovations in 

brewing beer and attendees tasted beers from around the country.  Sampled beers included a 

traditional altbier and a cold IPA from Delaware's very own Autumn Arch Brewery (Newark, DE), a New 

England IPA from Cerebral Brewing (Denver, CO), a non-alcoholic golden ale from Athletic Brewing 

Company (Milfort, CT), and a helles lager from Bierstadt Lagerhaus (Denver, CO). 

The Congressional Chemistry Caucus, launched in 2016 in the House of Representatives, is a partnership 
between ACS, ACC, the American Cleaning Institute (ACI), and NACD.  The Caucus is both bipartisan 
(members from both major political parties) and bicameral (members from both the House of 
Representatives and the Senate).  The Caucus' mission is to educate Members of Congress, their staffs 
and the public on the benefits of chemistry in today's society and its impact on our country.  It serves as 
a group of Members dedicated to issues related to the transformative power of chemistry and strives to 
promote and advance pro-chemistry policies and encourage today's students to become the chemists of 
tomorrow.  The Co-Chairs of the Caucus are Representative Dan Bishop (D-NC-8), Representative John 
Moolenaar (D-MI-2), Senator Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV), Senator Chris Coons (D-DE), Senator Steve Daines 
(R-MT), and Senator Gary Peters (D-MI). 

 

Photo Caption: Councilor John Gavenonis (L) and Director Rob Mishur (R) at the Congressional Chemistry 

Caucus event in Washington, D.C. on September 17, 2024. 



Delaware ACS Presented Award at the 2024 Ullyot Lecture  

By Ke Li, 2024 DE ACS Chair-Elect 

This year, I had the privilege of attending the Ullyot Lecture, an esteemed event that highlights 

advancements in science and their impact on society. The lecture featured Prof. Omar Yaghi, a 

renowned pioneer in the field of metal organic framework and other related materials, who 

delivered an insightful presentation on CO2 and water capture from air. Key discussions 

revolved around sustainability, emphasizing the importance of innovation and technology 

development. At the end of the lecture, I presented the Liberty Bowl to Prof. Yaghi on behalf of 

our Delaware ACS local section. 

The event provided an opportunity to engage with professionals and peers in the field, 

fostering meaningful dialogue about the intersection of scientific innovation and real-world 

applications. I left the lecture inspired by the shared vision for addressing those still unmet 

needs in our daily life through collaborative efforts and cutting-edge research. Please see the 

recording from this year’s Ullyot lecture in the link below: 

https://www.sciencehistory.org/visit/events/ullyot-public-affairs-lecture-2024/ 

 

 

 

 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencehistory.org%2Fvisit%2Fevents%2Fullyot-public-affairs-lecture-2024%2F&data=05%7C02%7Czhenzhen_dong%40pharmablock.com%7C3a3a9ee487dc4e13be7708dd19f32958%7C121835fd679248348f80eeb3c580f4a9%7C0%7C0%7C638695254396075370%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NaoGU5tWlyax4S5cmaM2kXKUDRag8Jtty8DT68pOK40%3D&reserved=0


Sign Up to Participate in the 2025 US National Chemistry Olympiad for Delaware 

The 2025 National Chemistry Olympiad local exam for the 
Delaware section of the ACS will be hold on March at 
Archmere Academy. The time length is 110 min, including 60 
multiple-choice questions covers broad chemistry topics. 
Students and teachers who participate in this year’s 
program receive their certificates at the event. The top 5 
students in state exam will receive the cash award. 
 

The top 12 students in local exam qualified for the national 

exam in April at Archmere Academy.   

The 20 top-scoring students in national exam are invited to 

attend a study camp to compete for a spot in the U.S. team. 

Based on the score of their overall performance, some 

students are recognized with High Honors and Honors and 

receive a certificate from the USNCO national office. 

Approximately the top 50 students are recognized as High 

Honors and the next 100 as Honors. 

Registration for local exam is opening until January 17, 2025. 

Link for parents/guardians to register students: 

https://fs10.formsite.com/ACS_Outreach/2025USNCO/index 

 

If you any question, please contact USNCO DE section 

coordinator, Dr. Zhen Yang at 302-257-1537. E-mail: 

ztyang@ymamerican.com 

 
 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

https://fs10.formsite.com/ACS_Outreach/2025USNCO/index


Application for 2025 High School Chemistry Teacher Award 

 
Enclosures: Applicants should submit this application with a brief statement of teaching philosophy, 
and arrange to have one letter of reference from their principal or colleague sent by June 30, 2025 to: Dr. 
Rita Vasta, e-mail: rmvasta@aol.com  
 
Eligibility: Delaware high school teachers who have not previously won the award within the last 5 
calendar years. The winner will be chosen by the Delaware ACS Education Committee based on 
evidence of excellence in teaching. The winner will be nominated by the Delaware Section for the ACS 
Division of Chemical Education Regional Award in High School teaching in the year following his/her 
selection. Winners may need to supply additional information to the Delaware Section in support of this 
nomination.  

Award: Cash awards of $250 to the teacher and $250 to the teacher’s school. 

 



Nominate an Early-Career Chemist to C&EN’s Talented 12 

 

C&EN’s Talented 12 program celebrates early-career 

chemists making a global impact in academia, industry, 

and government. C&EN is looking for diverse 

backgrounds, work areas, and scientific disciplines. 

Recognition in the Talented 12 can boost an individual's 
 

 

 

   

career, offering visibility, funding opportunities, and collaboration. Selected chemists will 

be featured in a special issue of C&EN and will be invited to speak at the ACS Fall 2025 

Symposium. Submit a nomination by January 21 for the Talented 12 Class of 2025. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D341921710%26lid%3D45443%26elqTrackId%3D40AAA467A5D603F6463A63BB67AF0DFF%26elq%3D97869558ae1a4a21909ef0f45b61e278%26elqaid%3D13400%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5879DFC25D8C2B370C688C2EDE28230E827DFA98FEEA004AC27A4E97904AAA6E1&data=05%7C02%7Czhenzhen_dong%40pharmablock.com%7C359dc11a14514ec9aa4008dd18b1b4be%7C121835fd679248348f80eeb3c580f4a9%7C0%7C0%7C638693873762016918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rs6vFOx6266fH5eJxIsBwyKpK7TrSq6LhunW562MsCs%3D&reserved=0


Delaware ACS Career Pathways Panel Series 

Delaware ACS is proud to present a panel discussion series on diverse career paths for individuals with a 
chemistry degree. This event is designed to provide students with insights into various professional 
avenues, offering the opportunity to engage with experienced professionals in fields ranging from 
synthetic organic chemistry and business development to academia, intellectual property law, 
marketing & sales and education.  

For further information or to participate, please contact Zhenzhen Dong at 
Zhenzhen_dong@pharmablock.com 

Target Audience: 

• Undergraduate and graduate students studying chemistry, chemical engineering, and related 
fields who are interested in learning about career opportunities 

• Senior High schooler 

Event Format: 

• The panel will travel to local universities and high schools, engaging students in a dynamic and 
informative discussion about chemistry career paths. 

• Moderator: The point of contact from each university will act as the moderator to introduce the 
panelists, facilitate the discussion, and manage the student Q&A session. 

 

 

Program Planning Survey (need new Link) 

We're excited to enhance member participation and engagement with Delaware ACS activities, and your 
input is essential! As part of our strategic initiatives, we are launching a Program Planning Survey to 
understand what you want to see in our future events and activities. This survey offers members a voice 
in shaping our programming, ensuring that it aligns with the interests, needs, and goals of our 
community. 

Your feedback will guide us in developing a variety of engaging programs, from technical seminars and 
networking mixers to community outreach events and professional development workshops. Whether 
you are passionate about hands-on demonstrations, career panels, social events, or academic 
collaborations, your input will help us prioritize activities that resonate with our members. 

Be sure to complete the Program Planning Survey Program Planning Focus Group Question and let us 
know how we can make Delaware ACS a more enriching experience for all. Thank you for helping us 
bring our vision to life! 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6vEMX1fbZqD00vB-fuCDR87XXSiOTcZUlnqnfImGOQDu6qA/viewform


Winter Celebrations 

https://www.acs.org/education/students/highschool/chemistryclubs/winter-celebrations.htmlCel
ebrate the season with your club! Many winter holidays have exciting chemistry connections. Explore 
these festive activities, labs, articles, and more.  

Activities 

• Atomic Holiday Ornaments from AACT 

Design an atomic holiday ornament for a chosen element, along with a certificate of 

authenticity to display on a “Chemis-tree”. 

• Scientifically Sufganiyot from Royal Society of Chemistry 

How does a recipe for Hanukkah doughnuts compare to a scientific method or a set of 

Demos 

Demos 

• Christmas Tree Combustion from Science Friday 

Use this activity to demonstrate the flammability of dry versus fresh needles of a tree such 

as fir or pine. 

Labs 

• Chemistree from AACT 

Prepare a solution and use it to “grow” crystals on a paper Christmas tree. 

• Molding Metal from AACT 

Casting tin into molds creates unique ornaments. 

• Silver Test Tube Holiday Ornament from AACT 

A reduction reaction is used to create a silver-plated test tube holiday ornament. 

• Winter Crystals from AACT 

A supersaturated solution can be used to make snow/ice covered decorations overnight! 

https://www.acs.org/education/students/highschool/chemistryclubs/winter-celebrations.html
https://teachchemistry.org/classroom-resources/atomic-holiday-ornaments
https://edu.rsc.org/resources/hanukkah-doughnuts-interpret-practical-instructions-11-14-years/4016480.article
https://www.sciencefriday.com/educational-resources/christmas-tree-combustion/
https://teachchemistry.org/classroom-resources/chemistree
https://teachchemistry.org/classroom-resources/molding-metal
https://teachchemistry.org/classroom-resources/silver-test-tube-holiday-ornament
https://teachchemistry.org/classroom-resources/winter-crystals


• Ornament Making: A Holiday Redox Activity from Flinn Scientific 

Holiday fun—combine chemistry and art to design a holiday ornament! 

• Poinsettia pH Paper from ThoughtCo. 

Tired of plain old pH paper? Make your own holiday style! using poinsettia plants. 

Articles 

• Why the Magic of Christmas Is All Down to Chemistry from The Independent 

From candles and incense to snow and mistletoe, the festive period is a feast for the 

senses. 

• Festive Fuels from Chemistry World 

Read about the source of the menorah’s glow, and the chemistry connected to Hanukkah. 

• The Tumultuous History of Tinsel from Mental Floss 

The long, silvery strands on the Christmas tree have a long history with many changes. 

• Diwali: Scientific Reasons Behind Lighting Diyas from India.com 

Explore the Diwali tradition to illuminate each house with a burning lamp. 

• Christmas Tree Periodic Table from Science Notes 

118 elements come together to form a colorful Christmas tree. Choose from two versions. 

• O Chemistree from Royal Society of Chemistry 

Thinking of a chemistree this year? Look at these ideas for getting started. 

• Green Crackers Answer to Diwali Pollution from DowntoEarth.org 

Though manufacturing can be limited, green crackers offer alternative ingredients, 

reducing pollution during the Diwali celebration. 

 

https://www.flinnsci.com/api/library/Download/174893e5bc714f44abc3aea781e4e9be
https://www.thoughtco.com/poinsettia-ph-paper-604229
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/why-the-magic-of-christmas-is-all-down-to-chemistry-a6783006.html
https://www.chemistryworld.com/opinion/festive-fuels/8016.article
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/609741/christmas-tree-tinsel-history
https://www.india.com/lifestyle/diwali-2022-scientific-reasons-behind-lighting-diyas-on-the-festival-5702359/
https://sciencenotes.org/christmas-tree-periodic-table-chemis-tree/
https://edu.rsc.org/feature/o-chemistree/3009663.article
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/pollution/green-crackers-answer-to-diwali-pollution-but-manufacturing-limited-85561


MEET OUR NEW & RE-ELECTED OFFICERS 

We are thrilled to announce the election of our new and re-elected officers for the upcoming term! 
These individuals bring a wealth of talent, passion, and commitment to our section, and we are 
excited to work together to continue advancing the mission of the ACS. 

Thank you for your participation in the election process and for your ongoing support of our vibrant 
community. Your engagement helps us create valuable opportunities for networking, professional 
development, and collaboration. 

Let’s all join in congratulating our new leaders and supporting them as they guide us into another 
exciting year! 

 

 



 

 



 

 



Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting 

Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society 

Monday, December 9, 2024 • Zoom 

Chair Zhenzhen Dong called the meeting to order at 7:04 P.M. 

 

Chair’s Report: 

No report. 

 

Chair-Elect’s Report:  

This year, I had the privilege of attending the Ullyot Lecture, an esteemed event that highlights 

advancements in science and their impact on society. The lecture featured Prof. Omar Yaghi, a 

renowned pioneer in the field of metal organic framework and other related materials, who delivered an 

insightful presentation on CO2 and water capture from air. Key discussions revolved around 

sustainability, emphasizing the importance of innovation and technology development. At the end of 

the lecture, I presented the Liberty Bowl to Prof. Yaghi on behalf of our Delaware ACS local section. 

The event provided an opportunity to engage with professionals and peers in the field, fostering 

meaningful dialogue about the intersection of scientific innovation and real-world applications. I left the 

lecture inspired by the shared vision for addressing those still unmet needs in our daily life through 

collaborative efforts and cutting-edge research. 

Past-Chair’s Report: 

No report.  

 

Secretary’s Report: 

Election results were submitted. Secretary following up with nationals regarding members who are no 

longer active.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Any reimbursements need to be submitted by December 15th per procedure. No report. 

 

Director’s Report: 

Eventbrite still has past due balance of $35 over a year.  

 



Reports of Committees and Related Groups: 

Awards: 

Carothers Award committee met last Friday where they reviewed nominees. At least 10 nominees. 

Second meeting will be at beginning of January to decide who awardee will be. Once determined, Anna 

will begin planning, of which eventbrite needs to be made current. 

 

Community Outreach:  

During NCW event, also ran contest for illustrated poem. Didn’t have that many entries, but the few that 

were received, they were sent to nationals. Need to award the students that participated in contest. 

Considering $20 / $25 amazon gift card. Submitted two entires (one 3rd grader, one 8th grader). Poems 

will be provided to post on website. Motion made to present students with $25 amazon gift card by 

Martha Hollomon. Seconded by Rita Vasta. Approved unanimously by executive committee. Andi 

suggested that the awards be presented to the students at their schools. Will contact school to 

determine path forward.  

Contest in April will need to be promoted on website.  

Will contact Sanford to understand if they are hosting event for Earth Day. 

 

Elections: 

Ballots were completed, verified those who voted. 8% participated. Planning for election in spring. 

SurveyMonkey renewal was automatically charged to Martha Hollomon and needs to be reimbursed.  

 

Education: 

Contacted DOE. Application for teacher award. Will share again in January. Share with networks.  

 

Government Affairs: 

GAC made multiple attempts to reach out to Matt Meyer and Michael Ramone by email. We had 

originally planned an in-person candidate forum, but due to logistic difficulties, instead opted to send 

the candidates a list of questions to respond to. Neither candidate responded to any of our attempts to 

contact them. 

Councilor: 

Lab Safety Teams in your Local Section, webinar on December 18, 2024. Delaware Section 2024 report 

to be submitted, via ACS Community Connection. C&EN talented 12 nominations are due January 21st.  

 



YCC: 

Planning to have something event for February. Will work with Jasmine to modify survey to  

 

ChemVets: 

Andi followed up with members to solicit interest in committee . Three members followed up with 

interest. Planning to get together in January to discuss the committee and what choose to do for the 

future.  

 

Old Business: 

Procedures Manual was mailed to exec committee. Updated through treasurer. Treasurer still needs to 

be fleshed out. Expectations were captured. Committee to review the documents. Started with 

statement of purpose for committees. Bylaws require 5 standing committees, of which we don’t have. 

May need to reconsider what the standing committees are. Anyone who is chair of a committee to 

follow up with Andi so that those can be tied up.  

Jasmine to send out program planning survey to Martha to distribute through survey monkey. 

 

New Business: 

Introduction of newly elected chair-elect, Mingxin Guo.  

Budget planning to begin.  

Rob to add new officers to google drive.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 P.M. 

 

Officers and Councilors Present: 

Zhenzhen Dong, Jasmine Smith, Ke Li,, Martha Hollomon, Anuj Kumar, Anna Sigmon, Rob Mishur, 

Mingxin Guo, Sergio Nanita, Zhen Yang, Rita Vasta, John Mason 

 

Guests Present: 

John Cronin, Andi Martin 

 

Officers and Councilors Absent: 



Sopheavy Siek 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jasmine Smith 

 

 


