
Dear Members of the Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society (ACS),

I hope this message finds you well and enjoying a productive spring season. It brings me great joy to

share some recent highlights from our local section’s activities, which truly underscore the strength

and enthusiasm of our scientific community.

On April 15, we held our Annual Local Section Awards Ceremony, a celebration of excellence,

dedication, and leadership. The Delaware local section award committee is pleased to announce that

Dr. Thomas Epps, III is the section awardee for 2024.  Dr. Thomas H. Epps, III is the Allan & Myra

Ferguson Distinguished Professor of Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering at University of

Delaware.  It was a privilege to recognize the outstanding contributions of our members — from

seasoned professionals to rising stars — who continue to advance the chemical sciences and enrich

our local section through service, scholarship, and outreach.

Just a week prior, on April 8, we proudly hosted the Chemistry Olympiad National Exam at

Archmere Academy. This event brought together some of our region’s most talented high school

chemistry students. Their passion, curiosity, and hard work were inspiring, and we are incredibly

proud of their achievements and grateful for the educators and volunteers who made the event a

success.

Looking ahead, we are preparing for our Annual Local Section Election. This year, we are excited to

announce that candidates for the positions of Chair-Elect and Treasurer will be coming from the

University of Delaware. Their involvement underscores the strong collaboration between our section

and the university, and we look forward to their contributions to our leadership team.

These events reflect the vibrant spirit of our community — one that values both recognition of

excellence and the nurturing of future generations. I encourage you to stay engaged as we continue

our programs throughout 2025, and I welcome your ideas and involvement in shaping the direction

of our section.

As always, thank you for your continued support and participation.

Warm regards,

Ke Li

Chair, Delaware Section

American Chemical Society

Chair-Elect Candidate: Dr. Marco Messina
Marco grew up in Corpus Christi, Texas with aspirations of playing or coaching soccer. With the

realization that he is not that great at the sport and that he hates running, his trajectory changed

upon enrolling in Professor Mark Olson’s organic chemistry course as an undergraduate at Texas

A&M University Corpus Christi and joining his research group soon after. His undergraduate

research focused on small-molecule synthesis and the study of host-guest interactions in surfactant-

based systems and was supported by the NSF-Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation

Program (NSF-LSAMP). Marco then pursued graduate studies at the University of California, Los

Angeles under the guidance of Professors Heather D. Maynard and Alexander M. Spokoyny as an

NSF Bridge-to-Doctorate and GRFP research fellow. Broadly, his graduate research career involved

the discovery that boron-rich cluster compounds could act as strong photooxidants for use in

polymer synthesis, the development of glycopolymer materials for the stabilization of protein

therapeutics, and the use of organometallic reagents for biomolecule modification. He then went on

to pursue postdoctoral research with Professor Christopher J. Chang at the University of California,

Berkeley as an NIH/NIGMS MOSAIC K99/R00, UC President’s, and Chinook-Berkeley Postdoctoral

Fellow. His research consisted of developing activity-based molecular tools to investigate the roles

that reactive oxygen species and labile metals play in cellular signaling, homeostasis, and

pathogenesis. Marco is currently an Assistant Professor of Chemistry at the University of Delaware

where he runs a highly diverse research group interested in using synthetic chemistry to create tools

and techniques to develop new types of biomaterials and bioimaging strategies.

 

Treasurer Candidate: Dr. Ariel Alperstein
Ariel Alperstein is currently an assistant professor at the University of Delaware in the Department of

Chemistry and Biochemistry. Her research group develops new ultrafast vibrational spectroscopy

methods to answer questions on the sub-micron scale. Research directions include chaperone

protein-amyloid interactions, microplastic impact on protein structure and function, and drug

resistance impact on cancer cells. Prior to becoming a Blue Hen, she obtained her bachelor's degree

from Skidmore College, obtained her doctorate from UW-Madison, and worked at her postdoctoral

research position at the University of Minnesota. In her personal life, she enjoys spending time with

her cat and her fiancé, reading, cooking, nature walks, and scientific outreach volunteering. 

 

Treasurer Candidate: Jasmine Smith
Jasmine Smith is a proud Delawarean that earned her bachelor’s in chemistry from Delaware State

University and her master’s in applied statistics from the University of Delaware. She credits her

invested professors and positive internship experiences at the University of Delaware, Princeton, and

Motiva with helping to prepare her for a successful career in STEM. Jasmine has been a member of

ACS for nearly 20 years and has proudly been serving as Secretary since 2023. Currently, she works

with Chemours as a Global Market Specialist with the Titanium Technologies business.

 

U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad 2025
 

The Delaware section of the ACS held its local Chemistry Olympiad exam

on Saturday, March 15, 2025, at Archmere Academy. This is the first step in the

USNCO program. The top 10 performers (11 students) at the local level are

nominated for the National Chemistry Olympiad Exam. 

The top 5 performers (6 students) will also receive

$100 award sponsored by Delaware local section of ACS. 

 

Archmere Academy also hosted the national exam on April 8. The National Exam

is a challenging three-part exam, including multiple-choice, free response, and a

self-directed laboratory exercise. The top 5 students are qualified for national.

More Info

2025 Delaware Valley Science Fairs Award Winner
 

Acim Savich – High school 1st place

10th grade, Marine Academy of Technology and Environmental Sciences, New Jersey

“Determining the Best Type of Artificial Sports Grass by Chemically Analyzing Run-Off”

 

Cindy Jiang – High school 2nd place

12th grade, Central HS, Pennsylvania

“Non-Toxic Inhibitors and Metabolic Activity”

 

Shreena Desai – High school 3rd place

10th grade, Manalapan HS, New Jersey

“Investigating the Effects of Bioplastics for Biomedical Applications”

 

Kunal Khandhar – Middle school 1st place

8th grade, William Allen MS, New Jersey

“Creation of pH-Sensitive Biocompatible Microbeads to Allow for Targeted Release”

 

Camille Leggett – Middle school 2nd place

7th grade, Arcola Middle Elementary, Pennsylvania

“The Science Behind Lip Balm”

 

Carson Victoria – Middle school 3rd place

7th grade, St. Mary Magdalen School, Pennsylvania

“Captivating Curds”

Announcement

Delaware ACS Career Pathways Panel Series 
Delaware ACS is proud to present a panel discussion series on diverse career paths for

individuals with a chemistry degree. This event is designed to provide students with

insights into various professional avenues, offering the opportunity to engage with

experienced professionals in fields ranging from synthetic organic chemistry and

business development to academia, intellectual property law, marketing & sales and

education.

 

Target Audience: 

Undergraduate and graduate students studying chemistry, chemical

engineering, and related fields who are interested in learning about career

opportunities 

Senior High schooler 

Event Format: 

The panel will travel to local universities and high schools, engaging students in

a dynamic and informative discussion about chemistry career paths. 

Moderator: The point of contact from each university will act as the moderator

to introduce the panelists, facilitate the discussion, and manage the student

Q&A session. 

For further information or to participate, please contact  Zhenzhen Dong 
 

High School Science Teacher Applications

Do you know a high school science teacher who has passion for furthering

science by inspiring students to love science? This is your chance to nominate

someone (or yourself) for a high school science teacher award! Teachers of science

including health sciences, forensic science and environmental science as well as

physical science, biology, chemistry and physics are welcomed.

Awardee and the school each receive $250 as well as a presentation with the Delaware

Section of the American Chemical Society. Nominations are open until June 30, 2025.

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society

Monday, March 10, 2025 • Zoom

Chair, Ke Li, called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M.
 

Chair’s Report:

No report.

 

Chair-Elect’s Report: 

Suggest that the committee prepare to host a table at the August National

meeting.

 

Past-Chair’s Report:

No report. 

 

Secretary’s Report:

Please refer to report submitted. Will update the calendar and review upcoming

events with the Executive Committee during monthly meetings.

 

Treasurer’s Report:

Two motions made. First motion is for a one time transfer of funds from

Vanguard account to WSFS of $5,000 to ensure that the business account stays

above $10k so that the business account isn’t charged a monthly fee. The second

motion is for a monthly $1,000 transfer from Vanguard to WSFS account. Motion

seconded by Rob Mishur to second two proposals. Both motions passed

unanimously.

 

Check from Delaware Academy of Chemical Sciences of $717.22 to be allocated

to ChemVets committee.

 

Director’s Report:

No report. 

 

Councilor’s Report:

Getting ready for national meeting, which will be at the end of March. Councilor

meeting will be held with activities leading up to it. After the meeting, will have

talking points and will provide them to the committee.

 

Reports of Committees and Related Groups

Awards:
Min Zhang helped to arrange Delaware Section Award meeting, which will be

held on April 15th. Information will be posted on calendar and website.

Carothers Dinner will be May 9th. A colleague is assisting with registration.

 

Community Outreach: 
No update.

 

Elections:
Announcement is out and will be in DelChem bulletin for nominations ahead of

the elections. Encourage anyone who is interested to send Chair Ke a message.

 

Education:
No update.

 

Government Affairs:
Please see submitted report.

 

YCC:
Conducted survey with chem department at UD. ~50% were members. Good

proportion were split between undergraduates and graduates. Respondents

were interested in networking and industry events. Barriers to attendance are

timing; however, would prioritize networking and career development events.

More favorable to weekday events. The committee plans to host an event in

early April to learn about ACS & YCC. Committee is requesting that members

from the executive committee attend and share what students and others can

get from joining ACS as well as the ACS mission. 

 

ChemVets:
Write-up on website that Andi, Steven, and John met in January to get committee

off the ground. Propose to garner what kind of interest there is. ~800 members,

with around 50% eligible to participate in the committee. Will send separate

meeting to understand interest to meet and what activities interested in.. Aiming

to make it more social. Need help with how to mail it eligible members (Karen

Zucca can support).

 

Old Business:

No update.

 

New Business:

Introduction of Min Zhang, who will chair the Arrangements Chair.

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 P.M.

 

Officers and Councilors Present:

Ke Li, Jasmine Smith, Anna Sigmon, Rob Mishur, Rita Vasta, Pravin Dubey,

Zhenzhen Dong, John Mason, Martha Hollomon, John Gavenonis, Mingxin Guo,

Anuj Kumar

 

Guests Present:

John Cronin, Min Zhang

 

Officers and Councilors Absent:

Sopheavy Siek, Sergio Nanita

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jasmine Smith 

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting

Monday, April 14, 2025 • Zoom

Chair, Ke Li, called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M.
 

Chair’s Report:

State level exam held on March 15th. 9 students from Delaware were chosen to

take national exam. Finalist students will be recognized in May. Will report

names in DCB.

 

Chair-Elect’s Report: 

None.

 

Past-Chair’s Report:

None.

 

Secretary’s Report:

Upcoming events include the Carother’s Award Dinner on May 9th at 5:30PM.

Items for the May DelChem bulletin will be due on Saturday, April 19th so that

items can be submitted by April 25th.

 

Secretary to re-establish section PO Box.

 

Treasurer’s Report:

None.

 

Director’s Report:

Pravin attended DVSF on April 2nd and represented the Delaware ACS section.

There were ~1,000 posters presented by high school and middle school

students. Three prizes (1st, 2nd, and 3rd) have been awarded in each category

(high and middle school students).

 

Councilor’s Report:

Section should be getting $2,000 per councilor to reimburse for national

meeting. John, Sergio, and Martha attended council meeting at national meeting.

Discussion related to president-elect candidates. Discussion about international

chapters being added was the largest point of discussion. 

 

Reports of Committees and Related Groups:

Awards:
Two teachers have been nominated for high school teacher awards. 

 

For Carothers Award, there are only 12 individuals registered so far. Will need to

send out a separate email blast.

 

Will bundle senior chemists and high school students awardees for the fall.

 

Community Outreach: 
No update.

 

Elections:
Chair-Elect and Treasurer are up for re-election. 

 

Education:
No updates.  

 

Government Affairs:
No updates. 

 

YCC:
No updates. 

 

ChemVets:
Chair will reach out to qualified members to solicit interest in events through

physical mail and phone calls. Secretary to send ChemVets chair roster list to

identify qualified members.

 

Old Business:

Need to get business debit card. Ke to follow-up to complete this action item.

 

Need to get PO Box for the section for people to contact us, checks to be mailed,

and tax documents to be transmitted through.

 

In the past, the section used to have a publicity chair. This committee would be

beneficial to have today.

 

Andi and treasurer are working to finalize procedure for treasurer. 

 

Need to conduct an audit, and this could be a task that that members of

ChemVets could support.

 

New Business:

A check was mailed to the wrong address, so the treasurer will call to ensure that

the check is canceled so that it can be reissued.

 

Considering to mail copies of DelChem Bulletin for members that prefer to

receive in this fashion. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 P.M.

 

Officers and Councilors Present:

Ke Li, Jasmine Smith, Rob Mishur, Rita Vasta, Pravin Dubey, John Mason, Martha

Hollomon,  Mingxin Guo

 

Guests Present:

Andi Martin, John Cronin

 

Officers and Councilors Absent:

Sopheavy Siek,  Anuj Kumar, Zhenzhen Dong, Anna Sigmon, John Gavenonis,

Sergio Nanita

 

Respectfully submitted,
Jasmine Smith

Visit the Delaware ACS website
for the latest section news!

 delawareacs.org 
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