
Dear Members of the Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society (ACS),

As we enter the fall season, the Delaware Section ACS is pleased to announce several

upcoming programs and recognitions that reflect our mission to advance the chemical

sciences and support our community of educators, students, and professionals.

National Chemistry Week (October 20–26, 2025)

This year’s theme, “The Hidden Life of Spices” provides a unique opportunity to engage

the public in the wonders of science. Our section will host outreach events designed to

spark curiosity and promote chemistry awareness among students and families. We

invite members to volunteer and help us bring these activities to life.

High School Chemistry Teacher Award

Each fall, the Section honors a high school chemistry teacher who demonstrates

exceptional commitment to teaching and mentoring. Nominations are now being

accepted for 2026, and we encourage members to recognize outstanding educators

who inspire future scientists in our community.

College Student Awards

We will also celebrate the achievements of undergraduate students from Delaware

colleges and universities who have excelled academically and contributed to the

advancement of chemistry. These awards highlight the promise and leadership of the

next generation of chemists. We look forward to your participation in these activities

and to your continued support of the Delaware Section ACS. Together, we strengthen

the impact of chemistry in our region and beyond.

Warm regards,

Ke Li

Chair, Delaware Section

American Chemical Society

Don't Forget to Vote!
 

National ACS Election
As ACS members, you have the right to vote in the

upcoming national ACS election. Please be sure to

read up on the candidates

at https://www.acs.org/about/governance/electio

ns.html and vote!

Ballots open September 15 and close October

10, 2025

 

National Chemistry Week:
The Hidden Life of Spices

Saturday, October 25, 2025
12:00 pm – 3:00pm

Sanford School, Struthers Family Sports Center

6900 Lancaster Pike, Hockessin, DE 19707

Join the Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society for a free community

event for National Chemistry Week to promote the positive role that chemistry plays in

the world! Learn about this year’s theme and other chemistry-related exciting

activities.

For scout-related questions: Lois Weyer

For general questions: Martha Hollomon

 

ACS Program-in-a-Box presents 
"The Hidden Life of Spices" 

Wednesday, October 22nd, 2025
at 7:00 PM ET (pre-show at 6:45 PM ET)

“The Path to Invention and Discovery in Catalysis”
November 19, 2025, 6-8 PM

Lecture 6-7 PM, Reception 7-8 PM

Science History Institute, 315 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, PA 19106

LEARN MORE

Meet our 2026 Chair-Elect:
Dr. Marco Messina 
Marco grew up in Corpus Christi, Texas with aspirations of playing or coaching
soccer. With the realization that he is not that great at the sport and that he hates
running, his trajectory changed upon enrolling in Professor Mark Olson’s organic
chemistry course as an undergraduate at Texas A&M University Corpus Christi and
joining his research group soon after. His undergraduate research focused on small-
molecule synthesis and the study of host-guest interactions in surfactant-based
systems and was supported by the NSF-Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority
Participation Program (NSF-LSAMP). Marco then pursued graduate studies at the
University of California, Los Angeles under the guidance of Professors Heather D.
Maynard and Alexander M. Spokoyny as an NSF Bridge-to-Doctorate and GRFP
research fellow.

Broadly, his graduate research career involved the discovery that boron-rich cluster
compounds could act as strong photooxidants for use in polymer synthesis, the
development of glycopolymer materials for the stabilization of protein therapeutics,
and the use of organometallic reagents for biomolecule modification. He then went
on to pursue postdoctoral research with Professor Christopher J. Chang at the
University of California, Berkeley as an NIH/NIGMS MOSAIC K99/R00, UC
President’s, and Chinook-Berkeley Postdoctoral Fellow. His research consisted of
developing activity-based molecular tools to investigate the roles that reactive
oxygen species and labile metals play in cellular signaling, homeostasis, and
pathogenesis. Marco is currently an Assistant Professor of Chemistry at the
University of Delaware where he runs a highly diverse research group interested in
using synthetic chemistry to create tools and techniques to develop new types of
biomaterials and bioimaging strategies.

Meet our 2026 Treasurer: Dr. Ariel
Alperstein
Ariel Alperstein is currently an assistant professor at the University of Delaware in the
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. Her research group develops new
ultrafast vibrational spectroscopy methods to answer questions on the sub-micron
scale. Research directions include chaperone protein-amyloid interactions,
microplastic impact on protein structure and function, and drug resistance impact on
cancer cells. Prior to becoming a Blue Hen, she obtained her bachelor's degree from
Skidmore College, obtained her doctorate from UW-Madison, and worked at her
postdoctoral research position at the University of Minnesota. In her personal life,
she enjoys spending time with her cat and her fiancé, reading, cooking, nature walks,
and scientific outreach volunteering. She is excited to use her new position as
treasurer to support the continued growth of the local Delaware ACS section. Ariel is
looking forward to contributing and reviving DE-ACS events, from National Chemistry
Week volunteering to the state undergraduate and graduate student poster session.
She looks forward to working with the rest of the executive committee.

Meet our 2026 Secretary: Jasmine Smith
Jasmine Smith is a proud Delawarean that earned her bachelor’s in chemistry from
Delaware State University and her master’s in applied statistics from the University of
Delaware. She credits her invested professors and positive internship experiences at
the University of Delaware, Princeton, and Motiva with helping to prepare her for a
successful career in STEM. Jasmine has been a member of ACS for nearly 20 years
and has proudly been serving as Secretary since 2023. Currently, she works with
Chemours as a Global Market Specialist with the Titanium Technologies business.

The Delaware Section ACS Executive Committee convened its monthly in-

person meeting to review recent activities, plan fall programming and

discuss section priorities. Key Discussion Points:

Fall Programming: Final preparations were reviewed for National

Chemistry Week (October 20–26, 2025). The committee confirmed

outreach venues, volunteer assignments, and supply needs.

Awards Process: Updates were provided on the High School

Chemistry Teacher Award and College Student Awards. The awards

recognition event date was finalized for November 5, 2025.

Membership Engagement: Strategies to increase member

participation in section events were discussed, including improved

newsletter circulation, planned townhall meeting outreach, and

targeted invitations for volunteers.

Finance and Budget: YCC proposed budget for 2026 activities and

will be reviewed later at committee meetings.

Future Planning: Initial discussion began for 2026 programming, with

emphasis on professional development events and expanding student

engagement.

The meeting concluded with appreciation for the strong volunteer support

and a reminder of the importance of member involvement in upcoming fall

activities. The next committee meeting is scheduled for October 13, 2025.

SAVE THE DATE

November 5th at
Deerfield Inn for Our
Local Section Awards
We will be honoring our high school
chemistry teachers, college
chemistry students and 50+ year
section members. A link with further
details and registration will be sent
out.

Scholarship Available for Students
Affected by Loss of Funding

The goal of this grant is to support M.S. and Ph.D. students within one year of
degree completion who have been impacted by the termination or cancellation
of their advisor's research grant(s). For more information, visit
www.acs.org/gradsuccessgrant

ACS Division of Analytical Chemistry YCC Travel Award
 

The ACS Division of Analytical Chemistry is offering

travel awards for Younger Chemists (under age 40) to travel

to a meeting to present the results of their research.

Individuals who may not have previously been able to participate in

professional meetings are particularly encouraged to apply.

Applications are due Nov 1st for winter and spring meetings and

May 1st for summer and fall meetings. More information is available on the

Division website at https://acsanalytical.org/ycctravel/. The application

forms will be available when the application period is open.

 

Need Your Input!
You are invited to participate in a research study

conducted by Penn State Brandywine and
Penn State Abington.

Purpose of the Study: The purpose of this study is to explore how

Penn State Brandywine and Penn State Abington can better prepare

students for careers in the scientific workforce in Southeastern Pennsylvania

and Delaware. Specifically, the study aims to identify the chemistry

skills and credentials most in demand in the region.

We appreciate your help!

https://pennstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_agxC0iXYqGbzoSW

CHEMICAL CONSULTANTS NETWORK MEETING
All About Chemical Consulting

Delaware local section was pleased to co-sponsor the meeting of the

Chemical Consultants Network (CCN) on June 11, 2025.

The summer social theme is all about chemical consulting.

The presentations and panel discussions were well received,

and the networking session was greatly appreciated.

CCN is a non-profit organization of chemists, chemical engineers, life scientists

and other interested scientists and engineers in related disciplines.

please visit http://www.chemconsultants.org/ for more details.

CCN are seeking passionate and energetic professionals to join them. 

You may participate as a member to witness CCN’s next chapter— or take a more

active role by joining their Steering Committee to help shape its future directly.

If you are interested, please contact Youwen Xu or any other member of the Steering

Committee listed here: https://chemconsultants.org/about.html.

Announcement

Delaware ACS Career Pathways Panel Series 
Delaware ACS is proud to present a panel discussion series on diverse career paths for

individuals with a chemistry degree. This event is designed to provide students with

insights into various professional avenues, offering the opportunity to engage with

experienced professionals in fields ranging from synthetic organic chemistry and

business development to academia, intellectual property law, marketing & sales and

education.

 

Target Audience: 

Undergraduate and graduate students studying chemistry, chemical

engineering, and related fields who are interested in learning about career

opportunities 

Senior High schooler 

Event Format: 

The panel will travel to local universities and high schools, engaging students in

a dynamic and informative discussion about chemistry career paths. 

Moderator: The point of contact from each university will act as the moderator

to introduce the panelists, facilitate the discussion, and manage the student

Q&A session. 

For further information or to participate, please contact  Zhenzhen Dong 
 

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society

Monday, September 8, 2025 • Zoom

Chair, Ke Li, called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M.

 

Chair’s Report:

ACS-DE sponsored Chemical Consultants Network for Wednesday, June 11th and Chair

introduced the section and participated in the panel discussion. Local section is still

interested in sponsoring UD colloquia and Andi is continuing the follow-up with UD on

this activity.

 

Chair-Elect’s Report: 

None.

 

Past-Chair’s Report:

None.

 

Secretary’s Report:

None.

Treasurer’s Report:

None.

 

Director’s Report:

None.

 

Councilor’s Report:

Martha is leading NCW planning and reported back the local section exhibition at

Washington DC National meeting.

 

Reports of Committees and Related Groups:

Awards:

Rita and Anna are working on the details for high school teacher award, college

student award as well as 50+ year member celebrations.

 

Community Outreach: 

Delaware section’s NCW is scheduled to be held at Sanford School.

 

Elections:

Rita and Martha will validate the votes upon closing of the election window.

 

Education:

No updates.  

 

Government Affairs:

No updates. 

 

YCC:

Provided some feedbacks on the Delaware Chemical Bulletin (DCB) from UD students.

John is also exploring ways to engage more student body with local section’s activities.

 

ChemVets:

No updates.

 

Old Business:

Will finalize procedures in November or December meeting. Documents have been

sent out for committee members to review. The bylaw is the last major piece to be

finalized before Andi minimizes her involvement before the year end.

 

New Business:

Sergio continued to put together a draft agenda for a townhall with committees to

encourage engagement with members. More ideas and guest speakers were

suggested during the meeting.

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 P.M.

 

Officers and Councilors Present:

Ke Li, Rob Mishur, Rita Vasta, John Mason, Martha Hollomon, Anuj Kumar, Sergio

Nanita, Anna Sigmon, John Gavenonis

 

Guests Present:

Andi Martin

 

Officers and Councilors Absent:

Sopheavy Siek, Mingxin Guo, Jasmine Smith, Zhenzhen Dong, Pravin Dubey

 

Respectfully submitted,

Ke Li on behalf of Jasmine Smith 

 

Visit the Delaware ACS website
for the latest section news!

 delawareacs.org 

Visit us on social media:
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