
 

Dear Members of the Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society (DE-ACS), 
 

Fall marks the harvest season of a year. Most tree fruits in the Delmarva region ripen in August 

and September. As we appreciate the colorful and aromatic fruits in apple, pear, or peach trees in 

the backyard or in an orchard, we realize that certain chemical reactions happened and specialty 

chemicals generated to give the pleasant color and savory aroma of ripe fruits.  

Congratulations to DE-ACS members Drs. John Gavenonis, Kelvin Lee, and Tom Connelly for 

their being named as the ACS Fellows for 2026. A full list of the 59 new ACS fellows is 

displayed at https://cen.acs.org/acs-news/acs-names-2026-fellows/104/web/2026/07. 

The ACS is celebrating its 150th anniversary. Specific celebrating themes and events can be 

found at https://www.acs.org/150.html. In August 2026, ACS launched its new brand identify 

(logo) to “reflect the organization’s evolution, growing global impact, and vision for a world 

built on science.” Accordingly, DE-ACS updated recently its own logo to adopt the new ACS 

brand identity. Visit https://www.delawareacs.org to perceive the updated DE-ACS icon. 

Our revised organizational bylaws have been made available to you for review. Vote on the 

document via https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNpwXPEUIDdalXBhEMUKmsdfDtb7wWR-f4N-
GnslbXmT6NrQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor  

Let us welcome our new Secretary Ms. Zuzana Molnarova. If you also have a heart to serve DE-

ACS, consider the 2027 Chair-Elect position that is now open to all the members.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

Mingxin Guo 

Mingxin Guo 

Chair, DE-ACS 
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Colorful Chemistry  
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Let Us Celebrate the ACS’ 150th Anniversary 
 

 



ACS Spring 2027 Meetings are now open for abstract submission 
  

 



ACS Graduate School Readiness Boot Camp 
 

 
 

ACS will cover flights and accommodation expenses for selected participants. There are 
limited seats available! 

 
The ACS Graduate School Readiness (GSR) Boot Camp provides students with an 
opportunity to gain clarity about their academic and professional future while exploring 
graduate education in a supportive and engaging environment. Through guided 
reflection, mentorship, and meaningful conversations with peers and professionals, 
participants are encouraged to examine their strengths, interests, and aspirations as 
they consider the next step in their scientific journey. 
 
Students leave the experience with a stronger understanding of the graduate school 
landscape, greater confidence in their potential, and practical tools to help them 
navigate the application process. For many, the Boot Camp serves as a pivotal moment 
—transforming uncertainty into direction and helping them envision themselves as 
future leaders, researchers, and contributors to the chemical sciences. 

https://app.connect.discoveracs.org/e/er?elqE=18638&elqC=10758&s=341921710&lid=42670&elqTrackId=2A96D05627FE6F0DC207D7A19FC5DE7A&elq=05fdd6a00eef420882e77d3336db1fea&elqaid=18638&elqat=1&elqak=8AF50F5B899BCA8234783CE675CFF5300317BDD59512E55BFBBD503CFE8D1313FF65


      High School Science Teacher Appreciation  

DE-ACS wants to recognize Delaware high school teachers who are bringing their best 
to our students. The Section offers an award for high school teachers of science 
(chemistry, biochemistry, forensics, environmental and health careers) and their 
schools. Awardee and the school each will receive $250 as well as a presentation at the 
DE-ACS annual meeting in the Fall. Nominations are open until June 30, 2027. 
Nominate someone (or yourself) for the award! 

 



 

Call for Nominations for DE-ACS Section Officers  

The Delaware Section of the American Chemical Society (DE-ACS) is looking for candidates for 

local section officers to run in the summer elections. The term would begin in January 1, 2027.  

If you or someone you know is interested in running for the following positions, please contact 

the Section Chair Dr. Mingxin Guo by email at mxg268@gmail.com. The deadline for submission 

of materials is extended to November 30, 2026. You will meet great people in the ACS 

Delaware section. We are looking forward to your participation!  

CHAIR ELECT position, 1-year term. The Chair-Elect is to become familiar with the current 

affairs of the Section in order to appoint committee for the next year when the Chair-Elect will 

be Chair. The Chair Elect assists the Chair with the management of the section and represents 

the Chair in their absence.  

 
The Chair shall serve for a term of one year beginning on January 1 following election or until a 
successor takes office. The Chair is not eligible for reelection and may not serve in the position 
of another Section officer until the end of the term as Immediate Past Chair. 
 
The duties of the Chair shall be to preside at meetings of the Executive Committee, to carry into 
effect the decisions and recommendations of that Committee, to preside at meetings of the 
Section to conduct governance business, and to appoint all committee chairs and others serving 
on committees, as provided elsewhere in these bylaws, and to carry out the duties required by 
these bylaws and the ACS Governing Documents. 
 

Description of ACS Local Section Officers' responsibility is available at 

https://www.acs.org/officer-toolkit/roles-and-responsibilities.html  
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                              2026 
CHAIR 
Dr. Mingxin Guo 
Delaware State University 
(302) 531-6446 
mguo@desu.edu 
mxg268@gmail.com 
 
PAST CHAIR 
Dr. Ke Li 
Uvax Bio, LLC 
(302) 570-0018 
liker2004@gmail.com 
 
CHAIR-ELECT 
Dr. Marco Messina 
University of Delaware 
(361) 658-7086 
messinam@udel.edu 
 
TREASURER 
Dr. Ariel Alperstein 
University of Delaware 
(845) 702-5073 
amalpers@udel.edu 

SECRETARY 
Ms. Zuzana Molnarova 
Adesis, Inc. 
(215) 406-0080 
coder2072@proton.me  

 

 
DIRECTORS 
Dr. Pravin Dubey 
FMC Corporation 
(302) 318-9574 
pravin.dubey@fmc.com 
 
Dr. Anuj Kumar 
Delaware DNREC 
(530) 574-2016 
anujgoel77@gmail.com 
 
Dr. Robert Mishur 
Widener University 
(610) 499-1080 
rjmishur@widener.edu 

 

COUNCILORS 
Dr. Martha Hollomon 
Del Tech & Comm College 
(302) 294-1694 
drmhollomon@gamil.com 
 
Sergio Nanita 
Incyte 
(530) 574-2016 
sergio.c.nanita@gmail.com 
 
John Gavenonis 
West Pharmaceutical 
Services 
(302) 824-4393 
johngav@comcast.net  
 
ALT COUNCILORS 
Rita Vista 
Anuj Kumar 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Education Committee 
Rita Vista 
(302) 529-1952 
rmvasta@aol.com 
 
Awards Committee 
Dr. Min Zhang 
(302) 502-7499 
m18_zhang@hotmail.com  
 
Younger Chemists Com 
John Mason 
johnrmason1999@gmail.com 
 
Government Affairs Com 
Dr. Robert Mishur 
Widner University 
(610) 499-1080 
rjmishur@widener.edu 
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